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'^      By  authority  of  a  Presidential  Letter,  the  Historical  Records  Survey 
^  vjas  established  in  January,  1936,  under  the  national  direction  of  Dr. 
\  ,  Luther  II.  Evans,  as  a  federally  sponsored  project  of  the  V/ork  Projects 
V)  Administration.  Since  August  31,  1939,  the  sponsorship  of  the  Massa- 
^^  chusetts  unit  of  the  survey  has  been  undertaken  by  Frederic  W.  Cook, 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth.  Since  March,  194-0  the  individual  state 
'  projects  of  the  Historical  Records  Survey  have  been  under  the  national 
J  direction  of  Sargent  E.  Child,  viho,    as  field  representative  of  Dr.  Evans, 
<  had  had  technical  supervision  of  the  work  of  the  survey  in  Ne\v  England 
j>ji  from  its  inception.  The  present  writer  has  been  in  direct  charge  of  the 
project  in  Massachusetts  from  August,  1936  to  September,  1940  vjhen  he  v/as 
succeeded  by  Aron  S.  G-ilmartin. 

The  purpose  of  the  project  is  to  survey,  preserve  and  render  acces- 
sible historical  source  materials  of  all  kinds.  Its  work  has  fallen 
^naturally  into  the  following  main  divisions:  public  records,  private 
manuscripts,  church  records,  early  American  imprints,  historical  portraits 
and  nevjspapers.  Practically  all  historical  material  falls  under  one  or 
another  of  these  divisions.  In  bringing  this  material  under  control 
certain  techniques  have  been  found  practicable,  depending  on  the  nature 
of  the  subject  matter,  and  using  variously  the  m.ethods  of  the  inventory, 
the  guide,  the  calendar,  the  check  list  or  the  index  in  the  publication 
of  the  result.  For  public  records,  church  records  and  portraits,  the 
method  of  the  inventory  has  worked  best;  for  historical  manuscripts,  the 
guide  or,  in  rare  cases  where  the  material  vjas  of  unusual  importance, 
the  calendar;  for  imprints,  the  check  list;  for  newspaper  and  court 
records,  the  index;  and  so  on. 

The  actual  xvork  of  gathering  information  concerning  historical  ma- 
terials at  their  place  of  storage  or  custody  has  in  most  cases  been  pre- 
ceded by  a  most  necessary  and,  for  both  the  custodian  and  posterity,  im- 
portant task,  that  of  putting  records  in  order;  of  cleaning,  dusting,  re- 
filing, and  treating  them;  and,  in  short,  doing  everything  possible  to 
ensure  their  preservation.  This  fianction  of  the  project,  often  performed 
by  its  workers  under  almost  indescribable  conditions  of  dust,  filth, 
dampness,  poor  ventilation,  and  even  vermin  may  vjell  be  regarded  by  future 
generations., as  a  most  important  contribution  of  the  survey. 

Scarcely  less  important,  however,  are  the  editorial  processes  to 
which  all  field  information  must  be  subjected  before  publication.  Here 
gaps  and  inadec^uacies  are  spotted,  inconsistencies  reconciled,  and  order 
brought  out  of  chaos.   In  the  field  of  public  records  it  has  been  found 
necessary  not  only  to  sketch  briefly  the  history  of  the  county  or  town 
and  its  government  but  also  to  preface  the  inventory  of  each  subordinate 
office  or  institution  with  an  outline  of  its  development,  based  upon  its 
own  records  or  upon  statutory  or  other  sources.   In  the  inventories  of 
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church  records,  sinilarly,  the  preparation  of  the  history  of  each  church 
constitutes  a  task  equally  arduous  with  that  of  locating  and  listin£  its 
records.  In  Massachusetts  two  broader  works  have  also  been  undertaken. 
The  general  historical  background,  statutory  origin  and  functioning  of 
county,  city,  or  town  offices  have  been  studied  with  a  view  to  providing 
satisfactory  accounts  of  the  development  of  county  and  municipal  govei-.- 
nent  generally.  These  latter  undertakings  are  now  happily  nearing  com- 
pletion. 

In  the  field  of  county  records  the  surveys  of  eight  of  the  fourteen 
counties  of  Massachusetts  are  nearing  completion.  In  that  of  municipal 
records,  approximately  sixty  of  350  cities  and  towns  have  been  covered  to 
date  including  several  of  the  more  populous.  Editorial  work  is  now  also 
proceeding  on  six  of  an  estimated  ten  volumes  of  the  inventory  of  the 
records  of  the  city  of  Boston.  Some  200  manuscript  depositories,  large 
and  small,  have  been  surveyed  and  a  preliLiinary  guide  to  them  published. 
An  inventory  of  the  records  of  Universalist  churches  in  Massachusetts  will 
soon  be  published,  and  field  work  is  being  carried  on  in  other  denomina- 
tions, particularly  in  the  Unitarian,  Congregational,  Baptist,  and  Jevrish 
bodies.  A  catalogue  of  portraits  par.±a'  before  1825  in  Massachusetts  has 
been  published  and  editorial  work  is  proceeding  on  similar  listings  for 
the  other  New  England  states  and  New  York  State.  A  listing  of  the  publi- 
cations of  the  Massachusetts  unit  of  the  survey  follows  at  the  end  of  this 
volume. 

The  inventory  of  the  toT^TO  archives  of  Ashfield  is  the  first  in  the 
series  of  such  inventories  covering  the  tovms  of  Franklin  County.  The 
field  v;ork  as  well  as  the  historical  research  for  t'ris  volume  v;ere  done 
principally  by  Frnhk  Lane  and  Ethel  Cheves.  T^c  historical  sket.cl.,  the 
sketch  of  governmental  development  and  the  individual  office  sketches  were 
prepared  by  Samuel  Levenson.  Both  the  field  work  and  the  preparation  of 
these  sketches  v/ad  done  under  the  direction  of  Lincoln  E.  Ross,  supervisor 
of  the  Survey  in  Worcester  and  Eranklin  Counties.  The  inventory  was  edited 
and  prepared  for  publication  by  Morris  I,  Wartov;  assisted  by  George  Ferran. 
The  state  archives  relating  to  Ashfield  were  listed  by  Joseph  R.  V/yckoff . 
Final  editing  vjas  given  the  volume  by  the  present  vnriter  and  the  V/ashington 
office  of  the  survey.  I^e  index  was  prepared  under  the  direction  of  Leon 
Ryther.  The  map,  chart  of  government  and  cover  design  were  prepared  by 
William  Rabinov/ich  and  this  and  the  mimeographing  v/ork  v;ere  supervised  by 
Ralph  Kahn.  The  survey  is  indebted  to  the  tovm  officials  of  Ashfield  for 
their  cooperation  and  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Commom/ealth,  Frederic  W. 
Cook,  without  v;hose  sponsorship  this  project  would  not  be  possible. 


Carl  J.  '7ennerblad 
State  Supervisor  of 
Research  and  Records  Projects 
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The  Inventory  of  the  Town  and  City  Archives  of_ Massachusetts  is  one  of 
a  number  of  biblio'craphies  of  historical  materials  prepared  throughout  the 
United  States  by  workers  on  the  Eistorical  Records  Survey  of  the  V.'orl:  Proj- 
ects Administration.   The  publication  herewith  presented,  an  inventory  of 
the  Archives  of  Ashfield  in  Franklin  County,  is  volume  I  of  n^jnber  6  of  the 
ilassachusetts  series. 

The  Historical  Records  Survey  was  undertaken  in  the  winter  of  1955-35 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  useful  employment  to  needy  unemployed  historians, 
lavr;-ers,  teachers,  and  research  and  clerical  workers.  In  carrying  out  this 
objective,  the  project  was  organized  to  compile  inventories  of  historical 
materials,  particularly  the  unpublished  government  documents  and  records 
which  are  basic  in  the  administration  of  local  jiovernment,  and  which  provide 
invaluable  data  for  students  of  political,  economic,  and  social  history. 
The  archival  guide  herewith  presented  is  intended  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  daj'-to-day  administration  by  tovm  officials,  and  also  the  needs  of 
ls\rjeTS,   business  men  and  other  citizens  who  require  facts  from  the  public 
records  for  the  proper  conduct  of  their  affairs.  The  volume  is  sc  designed 
that  it  can  be  used  by  the  historian  in  his  research  in  unprinted  sources  in 
the  same  -iiay   he  uses  the  library  card  catalogue  for  printed  sources. 

The  inventories  produced  by  the  ilistorical  Records  Survey  attempt  to  do 
more  than  give  m.erely  a  list  of  records — they  attempt  further  to  sketch  in 
the  historical  background  of  the  county  or  other  unit  of  government,  and  to 
describe  precisely  and  in  detail. the  organization  and  functions  of  the 
government  agencies  v/hose  records  they  list.  The  countj^,  tov/n,  and  cit^'' 
inventories  for  the  entire  country  vjill,  vihen   completed,  constitute  an  en- 
cyclopedia of  local  government  as  well  as  bibliocTap^-Y  o-  local  archives. 

The  successful  conclusion  of  the  ^vor^:  of  the  Eistorical  Records  Survey, 
even  in  a  single  tovm,  vjould  not  be  possible  without  the  support  of  public 
officials,  historical  and  legal  specialists,  and  many  other  groups  in  the 
community.   Their  cooperation  is  gratefullv  ackno'.:ledged. 

The  Survey  was  organized  and  has  been  directed  by  Luther  E.  Evans,  and 
operates  as  a  nation-vjide  project  in  the  Division  of  Professional  and  Service 
Projects,  of  which  Vjcs.   Florence  Terr,  Assistant  Commissioner,  is  in  charge. 


P.  C.  Harrington 
Comr;iissioner  of  Vfcrk  Proiects 
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PART  A.   ASI  FIELD  AIID  ITS  RECORDS  SYSTEiY. 


Historical  Sketch 

At  first  glance  it  would  appear  that  there  is  little  to  distinguish 
Ashfield  from  neiehborinp;  towns  in  the  northwest  part  of  the  Conmonwealth. 
Its  topography  is  hilly, ^"vith  little  arable  land;  it  has  no  usef^al  water 
power,  and  hence  no  industries;  and  its  population  has  declined  steadily, 
so  that  today  it  is  half  of  -.vhat  it  was  in  1810. 

Yet  there  has  been  something  in  its  cliraate  which  has  fostered  plain 
livinrr  and  high  thinkinr.  Here,  almost  at  the  time  of  its  founding,  a 
srriall''«rroup  of  Baptists  waged  a  stubborn  and  historic  fi£ht  to  free  thein- 
selves^from  paying  taxes  to  the  Ck^neregational  Church,  the  reverberations 
bf  which  r'edcned  the  ears  of  the  king  of  England.  Here,  in  Ashfield's 
Sanderson  Academy,  Kary  Lyon,  founder  of  Mount  Eol'-oke  College,  secured 
the  elements  of  higher  education,  and  did  her  first  teaching.  And  here, 
for  a  period  of  forty  :''ears.  Professor  Charles  Eliot  Norton  spent  his 
summers,  and  participated  in  no  small  vray  in  the  life  of  the  totvn. 
Ashfield  is  no  Athens;  but  there  has  been  an  uncommon  amount  of  lofty 
speculation  there.  At  worst  it  has  led  to  unseemly  church  dissensions; 
at  best  it  has  produced  clerg:,'riem  by  the  score,  educators  such  as  Mary 
Lyon  and  G.  Stanley  Hall,  and  dravm  to  it,  if  only  for  a  summer,  a  month, 
or  a  day,  such  persons  as  George  William  Curtis,  Booker  T.  Washington, 
V/illiam  Dean  Plowells,  Jaiiies  Russell  Lov/ell,  Josiah  Royce,  and  George  ¥. 
Cable. 

The  history  of  Ashfield  begins  in  1S90,  when  Captain  Ephrain  Hunt  of 
Weymouth  led  a  company  of  m.en  on  an  expedition  against  Canada  during  King 
'.Villian's  War.  The  success  of  the  expedition  vias   so  confidently  antici- 
pated that  no  express  provision  was  made  for  the  pajTrient  of  the  troops, 
and  for  forty-five  years  none  was  made. 2 

On  December  5,  1735,  the  general  court  granted  Ebenezer  liunt  and 
other  soldiers  and  officers  who  had  taken  part  in  the  e:q?edition  (or  their 
descendants)  a  tract  of  land  six  miles  square  "westv/ard  of  Deerfield." 
The  province,  having  m^uch  l.::jid  and  little  money,  often  used  this  method  of 
paying  its  debts.  Various  conditions  were  laid  dovm:  a  plat  of  the  town- 
ship was  to  be  returned  for  confirmation  within  ti;;elve 


1.  Frederick  G.  Howes,  ^^is_tory___of_ jthe  Tovm  of  Ashf ieldj_  Fi:'_ankJ-i_n 
County,  Massachusetts,  From  its  Sett_lei:ient  in  17_4_2-l_9io_^  "AI^o  3"  Eistorical 
SI--etch  of  the  Tov^n  _Wr_i_tten  by  Reverend  Thqr^as  Shepard  in  1854,  published 

by  the  town,  no  date  (1912),  p.  14 

2.  Eowes,  op.  cit.  ,  pp.  15,  16.  See  also  entry  10 
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months ;   the    5rant  was   to   ue  divided   into   sixty-three  equal   shares*    one   of 
whioh  viras   to  be   reserved  for  the   first   settled  minister,    another  for  the 
ministry,    and  a  third  for  the   school;    in  each  of  the   other   sixty  shares, 
the   petitioners  were  required,   vathin  tnree  years,    to  settle   " ons   good 
iaiaily"    in  a  houEe   eighteen  feet  square   and   seven  feet  high:   saoh  "right" 
must  have   cix  ^cres   of  land  plowed   or  brought  to  English  grass   or  fitted 
for  mowing;    an   orthodox  'ninistsr  must  be    settled    ard   e   raee-cinghouce    erected. 
In  addition,    each  settler  must   give   a  bond   of  twenty  pour.ds   to  the   province 
treasurer  to   guarantee   thp.t  he  would  fulfil  these   conditions;   and  the    rights 
to   unsettled  lots   were  to  revert   to  the   province  ••'■ 

The    grant,    as    "Surveyed  by  the   Needle    of   ther  Ins-t-runent"    on  May  18, 
1736  by  Nathaniel  Kellogg,    contained   23,0i;0  acres. ^      The    following  month, 
the    general    court   instructed  Captain  Adam  Gushing  to  assemble   the    grantees 
in  order  that  they  might   choose  a  proprietors'    clerkt    take   necessary   steps 
to  fulfil   the   conditions    of   the    grant,    and  determine    hoY^r  future  meetings 
should  be   called»3      On  December  8,    1736,    owing  to  the    fact  that  the    full 
sixt:>    of  these   soldiers   and  their  descendants   could  not  be   found,   the 
general   court   allowed  a   request   of  the    grantees   that   the   deficiency  be   made 
up  by  allowing  the   claims   of  "divers   of  the  Voluntiers   and   Impressed  men 
who  Served  as  Mariners    •    .    •    ."      In  addition,    the   time   for   fulfilling   the 
terms    of   the    grant  vras    extended  to  five   years .'+     On  January  19,    1737» 
Kellogg' s  plat  i/as    accepted  and  confirmed  by  the   general  court,    provided 
that   it  "exceeds   not   the   Quantity   -jf   Six  Miles  Square    of  Land;   and  Does   not 
interfere  With  Any  former  Grant. "5     The   latter  was   a   reservation  Tivhich   im- 
mediately caused  considerable   trouble,    for,    during  the  same   year,    a  com- 
mittee  of  the  proprietors    complained  that  the   proprietors   of  Deerfield  had 
newly  "set  out  their  «/esterly  bounds"    so  as   to  include   one-third  of  the  best 
land   of  tne   new  township.     The   general   court,    on  January  10,    1738,    ordered 
the   town   of  D^isrfield   to  lay  beforo   it  a   correct  plat  of  their  westerly 
bounds   "so  that  this   Court  may  further  consider   this  Memorial   for  their 
future    orders. "6     There   the   matter   rested   for  a   time. 

Meanwhile,    on  March  I3,    1738,    the   proprietors   h^.ld   their  first  meet- 
ing.     They  elected  a  moderator,    clerk,    collector  und   treasurer,    and   a 
committee    of  five   to   lay  out  lots   from  fifty  to   sixty-five   acres    in   size, 
"According,   to  the   Goodness   or  Meaness   of  the   Land''  ;    a]  so  to   lay  out   for  a 

1.  Massachusetts   General  Court,   Acts   and  ReFcl-res,    P:.blic   and   Private, 
of    !:he    Province   of  Massaohuset.t<^  Bny,    1692-1780,    21   -rds.,    Boston,    1869-1922, 
various   s  :a-.;a    printers.-    XII,    ch ,    I32,    pp.   181-182.     hereafter   cited  as 
Province  Acts   and  Resolves 

2.  PR0FRI3T0RS'    RZ'CORDS-TO;'T}   OF  ASHFI&ID.    1735.    I8O8,    ms.,    p,   2.      See 
entry   8.     Hereafter  cited  as   PRCPRIETORS'    RECORDS 

3»      Province  Acts  and  Resolves.    XII,    ch.   40,    p.   278 

4.  Ibid.,    ch.   87?    pp.   259-300 

5.  PROPRIETORS'    RECORDS,    op.   cit.,    p.   2 

6»     Province  Acts  and  Resolves.   XII,    ch.   112,    p.   310 
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meetinghouse t    a   burying  place,    and  a   training  fields   and  to  .■=!nrt6avor  to 
settle    the  "boundary  line  with  Deerfield.      Finally,    it  was    voted  that   sixty 
pounds   shoulo.  be   raised  to  pay  the   committee's   charges   in  laying  out  the 
lots.l     At  an  adjourned  meetinji,  held  April   1?  at  the   house   of  Adam  Gushing 
in  ./eymouth,    it  was  further   voted  that  future  meetings   should  be   held  at 
John  Hubbard's    Inn  at  Braintree,    and   should  be    summoned  by  notices    in 
"public   print. "2     Copies   of  these   public   notices,    in  form  much  like   a  town 
warrant,    are   to   be  found  in  the   PHOPKIETORS'   RECORDS  .3 

At  the  second  proprietors'  meeting,  held  July  24,  1739,  it  was  voted 
that  thirty  pounds  siiould  be  paid  to  the  first  man  v/ho  should  build  a  aav/ 
mill  in  the  to^mship  within  one  year  and  v/ho  should  a.gree  to  "  Sav/  for  the 
Proprietors  for  Tv/enty  Shillings  per  Thousand  for  Seven  years  after  Said 
Mill  is  built. "4  Sixty  lots  v;erv-?  drawn (3  but  it  does  not  o.ppear  that  any 
of  the   proprietors  ever   settled  on  their   lands    in  person. o 

iiieanwhile   the   area  between  "Hunts   tovm,"    as  the   plantation  was 
called,    and  Hatfield  vms  the    subject  of  a   separate   grant  by  the  general 
court.      In  a  petition  by  John  Foster  and  Edward  ShovR   dated  December  11, 
1739    soldiors   or  their  descendants  v:ho  had  fought   in  tho  war  against  the 
Narragansetts   and  been  granted  as   oorapansation   15,000  acres   at  a  place 
called  iiuabin,    stated  that   their  grant  fell   short   of  the  specified  area 
by  eleven  or  twelve  hundred  acrf^s   because   of  ponds  and  low   sunken  grounds 
and  requested  compensation  elsevrhere.     Since   tnis   is   the   area   of  the 
gr'=iat  ^uabbin  Reservoir  today,    their  claim  appears   to  have  been  justified. 
At  any  rate   the   court   in  a  moon    of   generosity  granted  them  3500  acres 
between  Hatfiela   and  Huntstown.7     Eviaenoe    of  another   grant  exists    in  the 
form  of  a   surveyor's   report  dated  June   6,    1740   stating  that  a  boundary  of 
a   600-acre   grant  to  the   Reverend  Experience  Mayhev/,   minister  of  the   gospel 
among  the    Inaians   at  Martha's  Vineyard,   v/as   a  maple  tree    near  the   south- 
west corner   of  Huntstown." 

On  May  28,    1741»    the   proprietors   attempted  to  hasten   settlement  by 
voting  to   give   five   pounds   to   the   first  -cen  proprietors  who  would  build 
a  house   and  bring   six  acres   of  land.  und.ar  cultivation, 9     On  September 
16th  a   committee    of  three   was  elected  to  take  i/hatever  measures  vf^^n-. 
necessary  to   settle   the   dispute,   concerning  the  boundary  line  with 
Deerfiel"    ;    and   another   corniiiittee   of  three  \;as   elected   to  find  e.  person 
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to  build  a  saw  mill.  One  hunrlrea  and  twenty  pounds  mip;ht  be  drawn  from  the 
treasury  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  a  builder. •'• 

It  was  about  this  time  that  the  first  settlers  arrived  in  Aslxfield. 
Many  of  these  v/ere  Baptists  ;  Chileab  Sraithf  whose  name  appears  often  in 
this  chronicle,  v/as  one.  The  land  being  hilly,  they  engaged  mainly  in 
grazing,  dairying  and  the  raising  of  corn. 2 

The  proprietors  of  "Hunts  town",  met  again  on  September  3»  17ij.2  at 
Hadley  and  elected  a  ooinmittee  of  three  to  repair  the  road  branching  from 
the  Hatfield-Deerfield  highway,  and  to  extend  it  as  far  into  Huntstown  as 
they  deemed  proper.  Evidently  no  one  had  yet  come  forvmrd  to  build  a  saw 
mill  for  they  ordered  that  a  whip  saw  be  purchased  at  their  expense.-^ 

By  the  time  they  met  again,  on  October  lb.,    I'7li2,    certain  matters  had 
come  up  in  the  general  court  v/hich  required  their  attention.  Early  in 
1741/2,  their  representative,  Adam  Gushing,  informed  the  court  that  the 
township  had  been  surveyed  and  divided  into  lots,  that  several  proprietors 
nad  settled  there-  v/hich  would  seem  to  be  an  exaggeration  -and  that  a  place 
for  the  location  of  the  meetinghouse  had  been  found  in  the  easterly  part 
of  the  township.  He  now  complained  that,  when  they  vrere   about  to  perambu- 
late the  tovm,  they  made  application  to  Deerfiald  to  Maovf   them  their  west 
bounds,  but  were  refused.  Consequently,  they  were  obliged  to  search  out 
the  bounds  themselves.  The  Deerfield  plat  ncv/ly  confirmed  by  the  oourt. 
Gushing  stated,  infringed  on  certain  lots  which  the  Huntstoivn  proprietors 
were  clearing  and  settling.  He  prayed  that  the  court  fix  the  bounds  between 
the  two  towns.   Ch  March  25,  1742,  the  court  ordered  that  the  petitioners 
should  serve  Deerfield  with  a  copy  of  the  complaint,  and  that  Deerfield,  in 
turn,  shouia  snow  cause  at  the  next  May  sftssion  why  the  prayer  should  not 
be  granted.  But  on  June  2,  1742,  the  oourt,  having  discovered  that  the 
town  of  Deerfield  had  not  been  duly  notified  of  the  complaint,  postponed 
action  and  ordered  that  notice  be  given. ^■'-  Under  date  of  June  1st,  Elijah 
(viiliams,  a  selectman  of  Deerfield,  replied  that  the  Deerfinla  plat  had 
been  confirmed  by  the  general  oourt  and,  although  Deerfield  would  not 
oppose  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  fix  the  boundaries  with  Huntstown 
provided  tne  expenses  vrere   paid  by  the  latter  town,  the  oas«  would  be  more 
amenable  to  judicial  settlement  by  the  common  iav/  tnan  by  action  of  the 
general  court .-5 
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In  order  to  press  this  suit  further,  the  proprietors  of  Euntstovm 
appointed  Sichard  Faxon  to  assist  Nathaniel  Kellogg  in  petitioning  the 
general  court.  At  the  same  tine,  they  endorsed  the  desire  of  one  Ebenezer 
Hunt  of  '7e->/nouth  to  secure  a  share  in  whatever  "equivalent"  lands  Plight 
be  set  off  to  then.   On  December  9,  1742,  the  court  acted  upon  the 
petition.  As  recompense  for  the  5362  acres  of  land  taken  by  Deerfield, 
it  granted  Nathaniel  ITellogg  and  Richard  Faxon,  representing  the  pro- 
prietors of  Huntstovm,  almost  eight  thousand  acres  of  "unav-propriated  land 
lying  on  the  north  and  uest  of  the  tovmship,  and,  since  they  had  been 
"inpeded  in  their  settlenent  by  the  town  of  Deerfield  as  i/ithin  mentioned, 
voted  that  they  be  alloxved  two  years  longer  to  fulfill  the  conditions  of 
the  Grant. "2  To  Ebenezer  I-'unt ,  who  showed  that  he  had  been  at  great  cost 
to  obtain  the  grant  of  the  original  tovmship,  they  gave  an  equal  share  in 
the  additional  land,  provided  that  he  performed  the  conditions  laid  upon 
the  original  grantees."^  The  resolve  was  passed  I.Iarch  2,  1744;  in  addi- 
tion to  describing  the  boundaries  of  the  additional  grant,  the  general 
court  ordered  "the  Salmon  fishing'  falls  in  Deerfield  River  So  Called  be 
reserved  to  the  use  of  publick  vjith  Twenty  Acres  of  Land  Around  then  for 
Conveniency  of  fishing  .  .  .  ."'^ 

r'aving  settled  the  natter  of  the  saw  mill,  the  proprietors,  on 
DeceD-ber  22,  1743,  voted  "Tfc.at  they  xvill  Proceed  this  Present  year  to 
build  a  Corn  Mill",  and  elected  a  comr;ittee  "to  agree  with  any  person  or 
persons  that  shall  or  nay  apeare  to  build  said  Mill.  The  Com'ttee  have 
liberty  and  Pov;er  to  Conve"  to  the  Person  or  Persons  3o  Undertaking  One 
Hundred  Acres  of  Land  Adjoining  to  and  including  the  Place  where  the  Mill 
stands.""^  No  such  person  was  found,  however,  until  April  1753,  when  one 
John  ElaC'cner  promised  to  fulfill  the  conditions,  and  was  thereupon  granted 
the  hundred  a ores. ^ 

The  building  of  the  meetinghouse  was  also  attended  with  difficulties 
and  delays.   In  1744,  construction  v;as  susr-ended  owing  to  "great  Expecta- 
tions of  a  "Jar  with  France  .  .  .  ."'^   In  1753,  fifty  pounds  was  voted  for 
the  purpose. 8  Eight  years  later  on  December  P,  1761,  the  proprietors 
decided  to  build  the  meetinghouse  as  rapidly  as  possible  and  elected  a 
committee  to  "com.plete  the  same  so  far  as  to  set  up  and  cover  it  and  glas 
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it  and  lay  the  floor. "^  T^.e  following  July  7th  the  location  of  the  meeting- 
house was  changed  to  the  thirteenth  lot  on  the  north  end;^  on  October  27th, 
it  was  voted  that  it  should  be  forty-eight  feet  long  and  thirty-six  feet 
v/ide:"^  Work  was  not  begun,  however,  LUitil  the  follovjing  year;^  On  December 
11,  1765,  by  which  time  Euntstown  had  become  the  tovjn  of  Ashfield,  addi- 
tional money  v;as  raised  in  order  to  proceed  vjith  the  building. ^  On  July 
13,  1766  the  -proprietors  refused  to  revoke  their  vote  altering  the  location 
of  the  meetinghouse ,S  which  had  apparently  been  done  in  response  to  a 
rising  clamor  from  nev;  settlers  who  vjere  locating  in  the  southern  and 
western  end  of  the  village.  At  a  town  meeting  held  August  10,  1767,  the 
residents  voted  "not  to  concur  ^vith  the  Proprietor's  vote  to  cover  the 
meetinghouse  where  it  stands."'''  The  residents  v;on  the  argioment ,  for  on 
November  4,  1767,  the  proprietors  voted  to  move  the  frame  of  the  meeting- 
house to  the  northerly  end  of  Lot  No.  18, ^  The  business  ended  temporarily 
on  a  well-^iJorn  theme:   On  August  17,  1768,  a  committee  was  elected  "to  go 
forward  with  building  the  Meetinghouse. "9 

I.^uch  the  same  sort  of  slov;  and  tortuous  progress  was  made  in  the 
matter  of  securing  a  minister.   On  April  4,  1753,  a  corji:ittee  vjas  elected 
to  hire  a  minister.  At  least  one  seimon  had  been  heard  in  the  township, 
however,  for  it  was  voted  at  the  same  time  that  the  treasurer  pay  the 
minister  who  had  already  preached  there. 10  on  November  20,  1751,  a  sum  of 
money  vjas  appropriated  for  preaching  during  the  next  six  months, H  but  a 
settled  minister  vjas  not  to  e""ear  for  another  twelve  years.  On  October 
27,  1762,  the  proprietors  voted  to  grant  a  salary  of  sixty  pounds  to  the 
first  orthodox  minister  to  settle  in  Euntstov;n.l2  Still  it  was  not  until 
July  20,  1763,  that  thev  engaged  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sherwin,  at  an  annual  salary 
of  sixty-four  pounds  and  fire  wood. 13 

There  were  valid  reasons  for  these  delays.  One  of  them  is  indicated 
by  the  petition,  dated  March  Z,   1756,  of  Chileab  Smith  "in  behalf  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  Plantation  called  Eunts  To/m."  Granhicall''  it  set 
forth: 
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"Once  an.d  again  tj'.at  the  enemy  was  near  upon  us  even  within  a 
s  few  hours  travel  Vi/hich  afterwards  we  found  to  be  really  true 
then  had  vje  to  flee  for  our  lives  (for  "want  of  a  common  defense 
allowed  to  other  frontiers)  v;ith  our  wives  and  children  leaving 
our  houses  as  the37  were  throvjinc  our  household  stoof  (stuff) 
into  the  weeds  and  bushes  to  hide  them  from  the  enemy  and  so  to 
sojourn  vjhere  we  could  find  a  place.   In  this  our  great  distress 
vje  v;ent  many  tines  to  the  Eon.  Col.  Israel  V/illiam  (s)  as  our 
father  for  protection  but  he  not  willing  to  put  the  countr"  to 
charge  afforded  us  no  help  save  that  he  sent  a  guard  of  about 
ten  men  Tuesdays  to  help  us  gather  part  of  our  crops.  Thus 
have  we  been  for  near  two  years  our  women  and  children  the  most 
of  the  tim.e  scattered  amongst  strangers,  we  that  were  men,  many 
of  us,  after  going  or  sending  to  Mr.  Williams  for  help  and  could 
^et  none  was  forced  to  comie  to  work  on  our  own  lands  without  a 
guard  save  v/hat  we  made  among  om-'selves,  one  of  us  spending  a 
considerable  time  in  the  woods  of  hunts  Town  to  see  if  he  could 
see  or  track  the  enemy.  ¥e  therefore  in  great  distress  do  praj" 
his  Excellency  and  Honors  as  our  fathers  to  take  some  pitty  on 
us  and  give  us  some  protection  as  you  in  your  wisdom  shall  thini-c 
fit." 

T^e  petition  stated  that  lluntstown  v/as  ei^ht  miles  west  of  Deerfield  and 
fifteen  miles  to  the  northwest  of  Hatfield;  and  that  the  whole  number  of 
settlers  was  eighty-three,  of  whom,  tvrenty-nine  dwelt  in  the  village  and 
fifty-four  were  "scattered  away  from  Huntstown  in  need  of  protection. "-'■ 
The  plea  was  reiterated  July  3,  1755^  and  on  July  8,  1756,  the  general 
court  responded  by  asl;:ing  the  lieutenant-governor  to  give  directions  to 
Col.  Israel  Williams  to  protect  this  frontier. 3  A  belated  petition  from, 
the  inhabitants  of  sections  neighboring  upon  Huntstown,  stating:  that 
Euntsto'mi's  rec_uest  "is  evidently  reasonable  to  all  who  are  acquainted 
with  their  distressed  circumstances",  reached  the  general  court  shortly 
thereafter. 4  On  April  8,  1757,  the  general  court  took  these  and  many 
sim.ilar  petitions  into  account  when  it  established  garrisions  for  the 
eastern  and  western  frontiers,  provided  bounties  for  Indian  captives  and 
scal'TS,  and  furnished  pay  and  subsistence  for  officers  and  soldiers. ^ 

On  February  26,  1760,  Chileab  Smith  and  other  inhabitants  of  Hunts- 
toxvn  confronted  the  general  court  with  new  problem-s: 

"■'/e  would  inform  you  then  that  vie  agreeable  to  the  covu-ts 
commend  in  the  grant  of  the  tovjnship  have  settled  on  our  lands 
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expecting  otters  of  the  Proprietors  -vould  do  the  like  but  they 
refusing  we  have  been  distressed  v/ith  the  var,   were  forced  to 
build  a  town  fort  upon  our  ov.n  cost  our  town  being  very  uneven 
our  charge  of  highways  is  extreme  greet  lying  chiefly  on  the 
inhabitants  but  we  leave  his  Excellency  and  your  Honors  to 
judge  of  the  enurierable  difficulties  that  nust  necessarily  lie 
upon  us  while  we  are  so  few  in  number,  and  we  vrould  only  mention 
to  you  in  this  our  distress  we  petitioned  to  the  Proprietors  in 
a  legal  meeting  for  three  things ,  (viz)  to  see  if  they  would 
help  pay  for  the  town  fbrt,  2.  to  see  if  they  would  pay  for  a 
necessary  bridge  over  a  small  river  in  the  midst  of  the  tovm, 
3.   to  see  if  they  would  settle  their  lands  all  w:-.ich  -was 
totally  denied  us,  we  do  therefore  present  our  most  humble  re- 
quest to  this  court  as  the  last  human  help  we  have  to  fle.fs  to, 
earnestly  desiring  you  woul.d  oblige  the  non-residents  immedi- 
ately to  settle  their  land  or  give  the  land  to  others  that 
would,  that  we  may  enjoj*  the  privileges  of  a  civil  and  sacred 
nature  as  a  christian  toirvn  belonging  to  our  King."l 

On  March  21,  the  general  coirrt  ordered  the  proprietors  to  show  cause  at 
the  next  May  session  vjhy  this  prayer  should  not  be  granted. 2  Apparently 
an  amicable  settlem.ent  wps  reached  thereafter,  for  no  f'arther  legislative 
action  was  taken. 

The  first  of  the   highvjays  mentioned  by  Chileab  Smith  was  laid  out  in 
1754,  and  approximated  the  "old  road"  through  Convjay  to  Conway  Village, 
then  over  Baptist  till  to  llr.  JCendrick's  pasture,  then  westerly  to  a  point 
close  to  the  sav/  mill  near  the  present  Bear  River  Bridge. 3  in  1761  this 
road  was  extended  across  various  house  lot  numbers  to  the  corn  miill,  then 
"along  No.  18"  to  the  east  and  west  road  previously  mentioned;  it  approxi- 
mates the  main  street  of  Ashfield  today.  On  the  sane  day  a  road  vjas  laid 
out  northerly  from  the  Sc:t mill  on  Bear  River  probably  as  far  as  No  Tovai.'^ 
About  17  36  a  road  was  built  from  VJhately  to  Ashfield,  part  of  which  went 
through  Convjay  along  the  sar.ie  path  laid  out  in  1754."^  By  1795  four  counis' 
roads  ran  through  the  to^-m." 

Boundary  lines  continued  to  remain  in  doubt.   In  response  to  a 
petition  from  Euntstown  that  the  "equivalent"  land  granted  by  the  court 
in  1742'  "did  not  pass  the  Chair"  by  some  accident,  the  general  court,  on 
January  28,  1763,  appointed  a  committee  to  ascertain  the  bounds  of  Deer- 
field  and  Funtstown  according  to  the  original  grants. ^  Upon  the  basis  of 
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the   committee's  report,  the  general  court,  on  June  15,  1754,  passed 
a  resolution  describing  the  vjest  line  of  Deerfield,  and  awarding 
money  to  the  committeemen  for  their  services,-'-  A  nevj  survey/  of  the 
tov;nship  of  Huntstovm  was  made  by  Eleazar  Nash  on  August  1,  1754. 
It  showed  that  the  section  contained  23,040  acres,  and  was  accepted 
by  the. court  on  June  18,  1765.^  The  town's  present  area,  24,601.5 
acres  —  a  little  over  six  miles  square  —  is  practically  the  same.^ 

There  virere  other  problems.  One  concerned  the  finances  of  the 
plantation,  which  were  in  such  a  parlous  state  that,  on  February  15, 
1755,  the  general  court,  upon  petition  of  Nathaniel  Kellogg,  repre- 
senting the  inhabitants  of  Ktintstovm,  felt  constrained  to  order  the 
province  treasurer  to  stay  an  execution  against  the  constables  and 
collectors  of  Huntstovm  until  the  next  Ma:;  sessions.   It  also  re- 
quested the  assessors  to  return  a  sworn  list  of  the  polls  and  real 
and  personal  estates  of  all  the  inhabitants. 4 

By  1765  Pluntstown  plantation  had  becom.e  so  -.veil  populated  that 
the  irJaabitants  felt  that  incorporation  would  "greatly  contribute 
to  the  grovjth  thereof,  and  remedy  many  inconveniences  to  v.'hich  the 
inhabitants  and  proprietors  may  be  otherv'/ise  subjected  .  .  .  ." 
Consequently,  on  June  21,  1765,  the  plantation  was  "erected  into  a 
town  by  the  name  of  Ashfield  .  .  .  invested  with  all  the  powers, 
privileges  and  imm.unities  v;hich  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  within 
this  province  do  enjoy. "5  Governor  Bernard  selected  this  name  in 
honor  of  his,  friend  Lord  Thurlow,  of  Ashfield,  England. 6  Tba*  "ttie 
beauty  or  number  of  ash  trees  in  the  section  had  a  bearing  on  the 
choice  is  a  pretty  legend,  but  probably  no  more  than  that. 

Thomas  Williams  was  directed  to  issue  a  warrant  calling  the  first 
town  meeting  of  inhabitants  "qualified  by  law  to  vote  in  to\'7n  affairs 
...  to  chuse  all  such  officers  as  are  or  shall  be  required  by  lav; 
to  manage  the  affairs  of  said  tovm."'   A  copy  of  this  "ijarrant  has  been 
preserved,  and  reads  as  folloxvs: 

"Hampshire  ss.  To  I.ir.  Samuel  Belding  of  Ashfield  in  said 
County  Greeting 

"VJhereas  the  Great  and  General  Court  of  this  Province  did 


1.  Province  Acts  and  Resolves,  XVII,  ch.  88,  pp.  548-550 

■  2.  Ibid.,  X77Ilf,  ch.  44,  p.  27 

3.  Eowes,  op.  cit.,  p.  14 

4.  Province  Acts   and  P.esolves,  X7II,    ch.   240,   p.    513 

5.  Ibid. ,    ch.   15,   p.   315;   Ksssachusetts  Archives,    CX7III,    ] 
135,    135.     See   entry  91" 

6.  Eovres,    op.    cit.  ,    p.    73 

7.  Province  Acts  and  Resolves,  TI ,    ch.  13,  sec.  2.,  p.  815 
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at  their  Session  in  June  last  pass  (sic)  by  an  act  of  said  Coiirt 
Erect  the  Plantation  called  Huntstovm  in  the  county  aforesaid 
into  a  town  by  the  name  of  Ashfield  Investing  the  Inhabitants 
thereof  with  all  the  Powers  Privileges  and  Immunities  which  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  towns  within  this  Province  do  enjoy,  And  at 
the  same  time  Irapowered  the  subscriber  one  of  his  Majesty's 
Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  aforesaid  to  issue  my  v;ar- 
r-T-t  for  calling  the  first  meeting 

"These  are  therefore  in  his  majestys  name  to  require  you  forth- 
with to  notify  and  warn  the  Inliabitants  of  Ashfield  afores'd, 
qualified  according  to  law  to  vote  in  town  meetings  to  assemble 
themselves  together  and  meet  at  the  house  of  I.Ir.  Joseph  Mitchell 
Innholder  in  Ashfield  afores'd,  upon  Monday  the  sixth  day  of 
January  next  at  nine  of  the  Clocl:  in  the  morning,  Then  and  there 
after  a  Moderator  being  chose,  To  choose  all  such  officers  as 
are  or  shall  be  sufficient  v/arrant. 

"Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  this  tiventy  first  day  of  December 
1765. 

Thos.  17111  i  ems.  "-^ 

Th.e  third  section  of  the  act  of  incorporation  ordered: 

"That  all  taxes  already  raised  ...  be  levied  on  the  several 
proprietors  of  said  plantation,  according  to  their  interests, 
until  the  further  order  of  this  court;  and  that  said  inhabitants 
and  proprietors  of  said  toivn  proceed  by  the  sam-e  rules,  in 
levying  and  collecting;  said  taxes,  as  proprietors  in  nevj  planta- 
tions are  obliged,  by  lav/,  to  observe. "2 

With  obvious  Icaic,  the  proprietors  in  February  1768  informed  the 
general  court  that  this  clause  left  uncertain  "whether  they  shall  proceed 
as  a  Town  or  Propriety",  that  by  reason  of  this  uncertainty  they  were  un- 
able to  levy  or  collect  any  part  of  two  taxes  previously  voted  and  that 
"meetings  of  said  Proprietors  have  ceased  and  without  aid  of  this  court 
they  can  not  go  on  to  complete  settlement  of  said  tovm."  The  proprietors 
requested  that  the  act  of  incorporation  be  amended  to  indicate  how  pro- 
prietors' meetings  should  be  summoned.   Furthermore,  it  was  requested  that 
the  proprietors  should  be  empowered  to  levy  and  collect  taxes,  including 
the  two  taxes  already  levied,  equally  upon  each  250-acre  riglit.3  The 
petition  was  granted  by  the  house,  but  rejected  by  the  council.'^  The  ^lea 


1.   (SCRAPS  OF  PLAI:TATI0IT  AI-TD  TOVvIT  records),  17::3'-75,  ms.~,  t,.  5.' 
See  entry  29 

2'  Province  Acts  and  Resolves,  IV,  ch.  13,  sec.  3,  p.  815 

3.  Massachusetts  Archives,  CXVIII,  pp.  335-338.   See  entry  92 

4.  Idem 
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was  inraediately  renewed,-'-  and  en  June  15  of  the  same  year  the  court 
agreed  that  the  act  of  incorporation  should  be  ariended  so  as  to  en- 
able the  proprietors  to  elect  a  clerk,  treasurer,  assessors  an-d 
whatever  other  officers  they  deened  necessary;  and,  more  icrportantly, 
it  allowed  then  to  levy  and  collect  money  upon  each  right,  with  the 
privilege  -  which  -vvas  imediately  exercised  -  of  selling,  the  land 
of  those  proprietors  and  inhabitants  failing  to  in^y  the  two  taxes 
previously  levied. ^ 

Tlie  inhabitants  of  Ashfield  put  forth  "a  significant  .  .  . 
series  of  efforts  to  secure  that  religious  liberty  which,  to-day, 
is  the  boast  of  our  Comrionwealth."3  The  resulting  controversy  v;as 
finally  settled  only  by   intervention  of  the  King  of  England,  and 
drevj  an  opinion  from  the  Lords  of  Trade,  sitting;  in  London,  on  Ha''' 
13,- 1771,  to  the  effect  that  "This  Clause,  whereby  all  persons  of 
whatever  sect  or  persuasion  in  religion  are  ecually  and  indis- 
criminately taxed  for  the  support  of  the  Independent  Chm'cl:  therein 
established,  is  in  our  opinion  equally  unusual  and  unreasonable 
particularly  in  the  case  of  the  Sect  commonly  called  the  Antipedo- 
baptists,  it  appearing  that  out  of  seventeen  families  of  vrhich  this 
Township,  at  its  first  settlem.ent  consisted,  tx"relve  of  them  Vi' ere  of 
the  above  sect  or  persuasion. "'^  Tlie  account  of  this  affair  will 
now  be  given  in  some  detail. 

llhile  the  amendment  to  the  incorporation  act  was  still  being 
discussed,  certain  residents  of  ^hfield,  nearl^'  half  of  whom,  had 
settled  in  Euntstovm  before  the  last  7;ar,  and  for  thjee  ^^ears  had 
defended  the  township  against  Indian  raids,  informed  the  court  on 
May  24,  17  58  that:- 

"7'e ,  being  Anabaptists,  "proceeded  to  settle  ourselves  in 
a  church  forr^.,  settled  a  minister  who  v/as  ordained  by  the 
assistance  of  three  neighboring  churches  of  the  same  con- 
stitution and  were  about  building  a  Meeting  ?7ouse  but 
vjere  forced  to  desist  because  of  there  settling  in  tovjn 
of  a  number  of  men  of  a  contrary  persuasion  who  by  the 
help  of  som^e  fevj  who  were  here  before  and  other  Proprie- 
tors have  by  a  m^ajor  vote  raised  money  to  build  another 
Meeting  House  which  we  have  no  privilege  of  and  have 
settled  another  minister  and  have  given  him  a  large 
settlement  and  salary,  and  com.pell  us  to  pay  our  equal 
proportion  with  them.   They  have  also  voted  4  pounds 
upon  each  right  to  fix  up  their  Meeting  Eouse  and  support 


1.  Massachusetts  Archives,  C3CVIII,  pp.  355-357.  .See  entry  95 

^*  ZF^Li?JL^_4pA'L.&?AJ^JL5£lX£2.»  ^'^»  "^^-'  5,  p.  1015;  Massachu- 
setts Archives',"  CZVIII,  pp.  '365-357.   See  entry  95 

3.  Ibid.  ,  IV,  note  on  p.  1016 

4.  Idem 
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their  minister  -which  if  we  are  obliged  to  pay,  we  see  nothing 
but  that  we,  or  at  least  many  of  us  must  be  turned  out  ^rom 
our  houses  and  lands  and  therefore  we  pray  that  his  Excellency 
and  your  Honors  would  take  our  distress  case  into  your  wise 
consideration  and  free  us  and  our  lands  from  paying  any  more 
toward  the  maintenance  of  the  minister  or  finishing  the  meet- 
ing house  of  a  society  that  we  do  not  belong  unto.  We  being 
willing  to  pay  our  province  taxes  and  all  others  excepting  the 
above  mentioned  ....  There  is  upvvards  of  ninety  souls  that 
frequently  attend  our  meeting  on  the  Lords  Day.""'- 

On  June  1,  1768,  the  general  court  ordered  that  the  town  and  proprietors 
of  Ashfield  be  notified  to  show  cause  why  the  prayer  should  not  be 
granted,  and  suspended  tax  collections  until  its  next  sitting.   On  June 
9,  1768,  certain  Congregationalist  inhabitants  of  Ashfield  informed  the 
general  court  that  they  had  no  objection  to  the  Anabaptist  Society  being 
set  free  from  paying  for  the  maintenance  of  a  form  of  worship  to  v/hich 
they  did  not  subscribe."^  The  general  court  was  next  informed  by  Nathan 
Chapin  and  Chileab  Smith  that  they  had  delivered  a  copy  of  the  Anabaptists' 
petition  to  the  clerk  of  the  proprietors  of  Ashfield  on  June  16,  1768. ^ 
Early  in  1759,  Sbenezer  Smith  and  Reuben  Ellis  repeated  the  complaint  of 
the  Anabaptists  in  somevjhat  more  detail.  In  an  "Account  of  the  Sufferings 
of  the  Anabaptist  Church  in  Ashfield"  they  stated  that  their  church  had 
been  established  June  27,  1761,  that  their  minister  had  been  ordained 
August  20,  1761,  and  thay  they  now  had  thirty  cor.irauni cants.  They  claimed 
that  they  had  been  granted  no  funds  for  their  own  meeting  house  and 
minister,  that  they  had  been  heavily  taxed  for  the  maintenance  of  a  so- 
ciety to  v/hich  they  did  not  belong,  and  that  legal  action  brought  before 
the  court  at  Springfield  had  been  unfairly  handled. ^  A  similar  petition 
dated  May  22,  1769,  informed  the  court  that  its  order  suspending  tax 
collections  had  been  ignored,  that  the  opposition  had  "voted  more  money  to 
be  paid  out  by  us  and  posted  our  lands  for  sale  but  when  the  day  of  public 
vandue  came,  having,  suspicion  they  had  not  acted  according  to  lavj,  they 
stopped  action  but  seem  to  feel  confident  they  can  force  us  to  pay  or  sell 
our  lands  ...  It  is  useless  to  complain  for  those  in  authority  say  they 
will  not  be  of  assistance  as  we  are  of  a  different  faith."  The  petition 
concluded  with  a  request  that  the  money  they  had  paid  "for  their  minister 
and  meetinghouse  may  be  restored  to  us  for  our  minister  and  meetinghouse 
and  that  we  may  be  free  from  paying  more  to  a  society  to  vjhich  v;e  do  not 
belong. "6 


1.  Massachusetts  Archives,  XIV,  pp.  512-513.  See  entry  93 

2.  Idem 

3.  Ibid. ,  p.  557.  See  entry  94 

4.  Ibid. ,  p.  553.   See  entry  96 

5.  Ibid.,  pp.  558-560.   See  entry  99 

6.  Ibid. ,  pp.  561-562.  See  entry  97 
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The  Baptist  barrage  continued  with  a  statement  sent  by  the  Baptist 
Association,  which  met  at  Vifarren,  Rhode  Island  on  September  14,  1769, 
that  they  had  examined  the  principles  and  constitution  of  the  church  in 
Ashfield  under  the  pastoral  care  of  Rev.  Ebenezer  Smith,  and  that  they 
accepted  "the  church  into  fellowship  as  being  of  the  sane  faith  and 
order. "■'■ 

On  February  9,  1770,  the  Ashfield  Baptists  repeated  their  complaint 
that  they  were  in  imminent  danger  of  having  their  lands  sold  on  the  first 
Wednesday  in  April,  the  court's  order  being  totally  ignored.^  In  response 
to  this  appeal  the  house  of  representatives  on  April  3d  resolved  that  the 
clerk  of  the  proprietors  be  served  v;ith  a  copy  of  the  petition  of  the 
Ashfield  Baptists  in  order  that  they  might  appear  at  the  next  sitting  of 
the  general  court  to  show  cause  why  the  petition  should  not  be  granted, 
and  stayed  the  sale  of  the  petitioners'  lands."  The  council  sanctioned 
the  measure  with  an  amendment:   "Provided  the  same  be  not  already  sold." 
The  house  refused  to  concur;  then  resolved,  on  April  10,  1770,  that  the 
petitioners  should  present  the  proprietors  vjith  a  copy  of  the  petition 
and  also  the  paper  accompanying  it,  entitled  "An  Account  of  the  Suffer- 
ings of  the  Church  in  Ashfield",  in  order  that  they  might  show  cause  why 
the  prayer  should  not  be  granted.  Meantime,  they  ordered  that  the  sale 
of  the  petitioners'  lands  be  stayed.   The  council  concuxred  on  the  same 
day,  and  the  governor  added  his  consent  on  April  26,  1770,2 

By  this  time  the  matter  of  the  Ashfield  Baptists  had  becom^e  a  cause 
celebre.   Its  importance  was  well  stated  in  another  petition  from  a 
grievance  committee  of  the  Baptist  Churches,  v;hich  argued  that  "some  of 
the  laws  of  this  Province  which  are  eccelesiastical  in  nature,  deprive  us 
of  a  charter,   privilege,  etc.,  especially  one  law  made  in  favor  of  the 
Proprietors  of  the  tovm  of  Ashfield,  which  supercedes  all  Acts  of  the 
General  Court  enacted."  The  coLimittee  stated  that  398  acres  of  land  had 
already  been  sold,  part  of  which  had  belonged  to  Ebenezer  Smith,  one  of 
the  original  defenders  of  the  town  against  Indians.   It  desired,  among 
other  things,  perpetual  exemption  of  all  dissenting,  churches  from  min- 
isterial taxes,  and  repeal  of  the  amendment  to  the  act  of  incorporation. 
The  court,  on  November  14  and  15,  again  ordered  that  the  clerk  of  the 
proprietors  be  served  with  a  copy  of  this  petition  in  order  that  they 
might  appear  to  show  cause  v/hy  it  should  not  be  granted,  and  temporarily 
stayed  all  proceedings  under  the  amending  act.^ 

The  controversy  nov;  became  acrimonious  indeed.  The  answer,  dated 
Llarch  27,  1771,  of  the  proprietors  to  the  petition  of  the  Baptist  grievance 
committee  ran  to  four  closely  written  pages.   It  stated,  among  other  things, 
that  "natural  rights"  did  not  apply  to  matters  of  taxation  and  that  the 

1.  Massachusetts  Archives,  XIV,  p.  564.   See  entry  98 

2.  Ibid.  ,  p.  556.  See  entry  100 

3.  Ibid. ,  pp.  564A,  564B.  See  entry  101 

4.  Ibid. ,  pp.  592-595.  See  entry  102 


16 

First  entry  p.  39  '•  •       Historical  Sketch 

separatist  churches  were  nothing  more, than  "a  kind  of  receptacle  for  scan- 
dalous and  disorderly  C!hristians  ...  a  sink  for  sone  of  the  filth  of 
Christianity  in  this  part  of  the  county."  Such  epithets  as  "pride", 
"vanity",  "prejudice",  "impurity",  were  used  freely.  On  a  more  cogent 
plane,  the  proprietors  argued  that  the  petitioners  had  benefited  equally 
from  the  taxes  for  which  the  Baptist  lands  had  been  sold.^  The  general  court 
on  April  17,  1771,  appointed  a  committee  of  three  to  consider  the  matter, 
hear  the  parties,  and  report  what  should  be  done, 2 

Fuel  was  added  to  the  fire  from  another  direction,  vfhen  Benjamin  Beal 
and  other  proprietors  of  land  in  Ashfield,  probably  nonresidents,  also 
protested  to  the  general  court  against  allowing  the  ^proprietors  to  assess 
taxes  and  sell  the  lands  of  delincuent  owners.   They  "apprehend  this  way 
of  raising  and  collecting  monies  is  attended  vjith  great  expence  and  much 
wrong  thereby  oft-tines  done  to  the  poor,,  the  Widow  &  the  Fatherless. 
And  inasmuch  as  the  said  Proprietors  have  paid  within  eight  or  ten  years 
past  about  fifteen  hundred  pounds  lawful  Money  Praying  that  they  may  be 
relieved. ""^  On  April  12,  1771,.  the  general  court  again  ordered  the  pro- 
prietors of  Ashfield  to  shovj  cause  at  the  next  session  why  the  prayer 
should  not  be  granted,  and  meamvhile  stayed  all  proceedings  in  consequence 
of  the  controverted  act.^ 

Shortly  after,  the  committee  appointed  by  the  general  court  to  con- 
sider the  complaint  of  the  Baptist  grievance  committee  handed  in  its  re- 
port.  Although  "desirous  of  doing  everything  possible  for  persons  of 
every  denomination  of  Christians,"  the  committee,  nevertheless  found  that 
"in  the  sale  of  these  lands  there  was  no  unfairness  shown  but  every  trans- 
action was  fair,  neighborly  and  legal."   Consequently,  it  recommended  that 
the  petition  be  dismissed.  On  April  24,  1771,  the  council  accepted  the 
report,  but  the  house,  on  the  following  day,  took  direct  exception  by 
appointing  a  new  committee  to  draw  up  an  act  voiding  the  disputed  statute. 
The  council,  persisting  in  its  stand,  refused  to  concur. ^ 

By  this  time,  the  repercussions  of  the  controversy  had  reached  the 
mother  country.  A  Baptist  minister  in  London,  Sanuel  Stennett,  a  friend 
of  George  III,  petitioned  the  Lords  of  Trade  to  annul  the  act;  the  King 
and  his  Council,  on  July  31,  1771   did  so.°  Governor  Thomas  Hutchinson,, 
having  received  the  order  of  the  King  "disallowing  and  rejecting"  the  con- 
troversial amendment  in  a  letter  dated  October  18,  1771,  stated  that  he 
had  given  public  notification  to  all  persons  concerned  in  order  that  they 
might  govern  themselves  accordingly.''' 

1.  llassachusetts  Archives,  pp.  596-605.  See  entry  103 

2.  Ibid. ,  pp.  592-595.   See  entry  102 

3.  Province  Acts  and  Resolves,  XVIII,  ch.  62,  p.  495 

4.  Idem 

5..     Massachusetts  Archives,   XIV,   pp.   604-608.     See   entry  104 

6.  Howes,    op.    cit. ,    pp.    85-86 
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Despite  the  intercession  of  the  ICing,  the  coimnittee  nevjly  appointed 
by  the  general  assenblv  felt  that  the  poverty  of  the  community  did  not 
allow  for  any  wholesale  return  of  the  property  that  had  been  sold  for 
taxes.  It  said  that  the  proprietors  had  spent  much  of  the  'aoney  which  had 
been  raised  in  applications  to  the  general  court,  in  lavjsuits  respecting 
town  boundaries,  and  in  laying  out  highways;  that  Rev.  Mr.  Sherwin  had  not 
received  his  salary  for  several  years;  and  that  "There  are  about  75  fami- 
lies settled  in  said  town,  many  of  Baptist  persuasion,  both  denominations 
poor  .  .  .'•■  Consecuently ,  the  committee  recommended  that  sales  made  ft'on  , 
1763  tlxrough  1765  be  adjudged  valid,  but  that  sales  m.ade  in  1770  might  be 
redeemed,  on  the  pajTnent  of  taxes  and  costs,  by  the  original  owners.   It 
advised  also  that  a  tax  of  two  pence  per  acre  be  laid  on  all  lands  in  the 
township,  but  that  the  Baptists  be  excused  fromi  future  taxation  for  finish- 
ing the  meetinghouse  and  supporting  the  r^dnister.   In  April  1772  the  house 
and  council  agreed  to  postpone  action  on  this  matter  until  the  next  ses- 
sion. 1  In  June  of  the  same  year,  the  general  court  appointed  a  nev;  com- 
mittee to  take  the  matter  again  into  consideration,  and  report  vjhat  should 
be  done. 2  This  committee  .leaf firmed  the  recoi.iiiendations  of  the  previous 
committee  in  all  respects,  but  excepted  the  Baptists  from  the  tvjo-^ence 
tax,  and  provided  that  a  comraittee  be  set  up  to  determine  redemption 
prices  and  that  the  to;m  sho^JuLd  be  exempted  from  all  province  and  county 
taxes  for  a  period  of  three  years.  On  July  1,  1772,  the  general  court 
accepted  the  report. ^  A  week  later,  the  court,  realizing  that  the  bill 
incorporating  this  report  vjould  probablj^  not  reach  final  passage  at  its 
present  session,  ordered  that  all  legal  actions  looking  to  recovery  of 
land  should  be  stayed  teriporaril:<-  and  that  no  ne-.j  actions  should  be  en- 
tered.^ 

The  matter  was,  however,  nov;  '.veil  on  its  way  to  settlement.   In  a 
resolution  passed  February  5,  1773,  the  general  court  appointed,  as  prom 
ised,  a  committee  of  three  to  repair  to  the  to'-m  of  Ashfield,  to  hear 
the  proprietors  and  persons  v;hose  land  had  been  sold  in  1763,  1764,  and 
1755  for  nonpaymient  of  taxes,  to  determane  what  the  land  was  worth  at 
the  time  of  sale,  and  to  decide  what  the  daraages  should  be.   The  com- 
mittee v;a3  enjoined  to  report  at  the  next  session  of  the  court  which  sales 
were  valid.  It'eantime,  all  legal  proceediiigs  to  recover  the  sold  land  were 
to  be  stayed.^ 

An  act  passed  March  6  described  the  duties  of  the  comjnittee  more 
broadly:   the  committee  was  to  ascertain  what  was  due  to  the  Reverend  &. 
Sherx'jin  from  the  proprietors;  it  was  empowered  to  assess  lands,  appoint 
tax  collectors,  and  pay  Llr.  Sherwin,  provided  that  the  Baptists  had  no 


1.  Massachusetts  Archives,  CXVIII  or  CXI7,  jj,   573-r77.  See  entry  106 

2.  Idem 

3.  Ibid.,  CXVIII  or  CXIV,  pp.  578-530.   See  entry  107. 

4.  Province  Acts  and  Resolves,  X7III,  ch.  68,  p.  554 

5.  Massachusetts  i\rchives,  CXVIII,  pp.  672,  673,  573A;  also  Provin_ce_ 
Acts  and  Resolves,  XVIII,  ch.  129, pp.  681,  682.  See  entry  108 
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voire   concerning  the  noney  coll-jcte:'  for  hin,  and  to  sell  lands  of  delin- 
que-.t  proprietors.   Tbe  Baptists  were  exempted  froE  n.-iying  for  finishing 
the  raeetmghouse  or  supporting  Mr.  Shervjin  and  if  they  had  paid  more  than 
their  share  of  town  charges,  were  to  be  reimbursed.   Tie  tovm  was  exempted 
from  paying  county  and  province  taxes  for  three  years. 

The  resolve  settling  the  dispute  vjas  passed  on  June  23,  1773.   It 
validated  all  sales  concluded  from  1763  through.  1765,  on  condition  that 
the  new  ovmers  pay  to  the  old  whatever  additional  sums  the  land  vjas  worth, 
as  determined  by  the  comniittee,  above  the  amount  of  taxes  for  which  they 
were  sold.   In  addition,  the  special  committee  appointed  by  the  court  v;as 
empowered  to  assess  the  lands  of  delinquent  proprietors  in  order  to  pay 
the  expenses  of  their  agent,  Daniel  'tVilliams,  who  had  represented  them  in 
Boston. 2  The  last  step,  cha-onologically ,  in  the  progress  of  the  Baptists 
towards  securing  equal  religious  privileges  vjas  not  taken,  however,  until 
March  9,  1774,  v.'hen  minor  corrections  were  made  to  the  previous  act.  Since 
the  proprietors  still  had  no  officers  except  a  collector,  they  were  empow- 
ered to  hold  meetings  for  the  choice  of  officers,  under  the  general  lavjs 
pertaining  to  proprietors. 3  Henceforth,  the  proprietors  played  little  part 
in  the  life  of  the  community,  althoug,h  meetings  continued  until  April  11, 
1803.*  Further  divisions  of  lots  vjere ,  however,  drawn  in  17S2,  1770,  1782 
and  1783.5 

The  Baptist  controversy  was  hardlj"-  settled  before  the  town  was  called 
upon  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  conflict  v:ith  England.   It  responded  v:ith 
vigor.   In  1775  the  town  meeting  voted  "to  make  the  coats  that  are  asinde 
(assigned)  to  us.  Voted  to  send  a  man  to  Albanah  (Albany)  to  procure  Guns 
and  ammunition  upon  the  town  credit. "6  The  following  year  the  selectmen 
were  paid  three  pounds  and  nine  shillings  by  the  province  for  provisions 
supplied  to  the  army."^  In  1777  seven  or  eight  local  Tories  xvere  confined 
under  guard  for  a  period  of  a  week.   Subsequently,  some  of  these  men  were 
fined  rather  heavily.^  The  local  minister,  Rev.  Nehemiah  Porter,  joined 
the  revolutionists. 9  In  all,  Ashfield  sent  173  men  to  war  at  various  times 
and  for  various  periods,  of  whom  four  became  captains. 10  it  elected 


1.  Province  Acts  and  Resolves,  V,  ch.  30,  r.  228 

2.  Ibid.,  XV"III,  ch.  37,  p.  726 

3.  Ibid. .  ch.  24,  p.  331.   For  ;^  dditional  comment  on,  and  discussion 
of,  the  entire  affair,  see  also  ibid.,  TV,  pu.  1035,  ff:  V,  pr».  278-279. 
371-375. 

4.  PROPRIETORS'  RECORDS,  p.  134 

5.  Ibid.,  pp.  95,  109,  115,  117 

6.  Quoted   from  the   town  records   in  Eoxves,    op.    cit.,   p.   227 
'^'  Province  Acts   and  Resolves.   XIX,    ch.    953^,   p.   370 

8.  Eowes,    op.    cit.,   p.   228 

9.  Ibid.,    p.   229 

10.  Ibid.,   pp.   230-231 
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committees  CJf  corres";'^ondence  eacli  yesr  from  1776  through  1781;  the  ntinber 
of  members  varied  from  four  to  tvjelve.l  In  1785,  upon  representation  hy 
the  selectmen  that  they  had  secured  their  full  quota  of  recruits  for  the 
Continental  Army  and  that  the  fine  set  against  the  town  in  1783  for  a 
deficiency  of  one  man  was  therefore  imjust,  the  general  court  cancelled 
the  fine. 2 

In  1786  the  majority  of  the  toimspeoyle  sided  v.'ith  the  insiijrgents 
in  Shays'  Rebellion.  An  officer  and  a  comr^any  of  men  v;as  raised  to 
assist  Daniel  Shays,  and  it  is  alleged  that,  by  majority  vote  of  the 
selectmen,  the  town  arsenal  vias   handed  over  to  the  rebels.   In  all, 
fifty  Ashfield  men  partici-oated  m.ore  or  less  actively  in  assisting 
Shays. 3 

The  to'.'in's  pacificism  in  the  ^/jar  cf  1812  is  equally  clear.   It 
culminated  in  a  vote  of  the  town  meeting  in  1613,  to  petition  the 
general  court  "to  adopt  constitutional  measures  to  put  a  sp-^dy  stop  to 
this  unrighteous  and  oppressive  v.'ar  ■-:c  -re  enc3,',s;d  in  an:"',  prevent  such 
oppression  in  the  future."^ 

Early  Ashfield  residents  were  riainly  occupied  in  raising;,  corn  for 
their  own  subsistence  and  hay  for  their  small  herds  of  stock.  In  1766 
these  numbered  35  oxen,  31  coivs,  17  horses,  72  swine,  and,  stran-gely 
enoiogh,  188  sheep. 5  By  1821,  r^'^e,  oats  and  v.'heat  were  being  raised  in 
quantity,  but  corn  remained  the  primary  crop.S  Tlie  toxvn  was  slow  in 
turning  to  the  production  of  apples,  potatoes,  butter  and  cheese,  but 
these  have  now  becom.e  the  main  products. "^  In  1880  an  Ashfield  Coopera- 
tive Creamery  Association  V7as  formed  which,  in  1910  produced  150,000 
nounds  of  butter. 8 


1.  RECORDS  -  T0'.7N  OF  ASI'FIELD,  1773-1940,  6  vols.,  r.ss.,  I,  pp.  1, 
3,  39.   See  entry  12.  Hereafter  cited  as  T0",iN  RECORDS. 

2.  Massachusetts  General  Court,  Acts  and  Lavjs  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  I-Iassachusetts,  1780-1805,  13  vols.,  3osto"n","""i"3"9"o"-l"898  ~Laws",  "  178"5~, 
ch.  135,  p.  394.  Hereafter  the  laws  will  be  cited  as  follows:   The  ses- 
sion lavjs  of  1780-1838  as  Lay^s;  of  1839-1914,  as  Acts;  of  1915-1919,  as 
General  Acts  or  Special  Acts;  of  1919  to  date  as  Acts.  Resolves  will  be 
cited  as  Resolves,  or  Special  Resolves.   For  full  citation  of  publica- 
tions of  statutes  see  List  of  Sources  at  end  of  volume 

3.  Howes,  op.  cit.,  p.  91 

4.  Ibid.  ,  p."  93 

5.  Ibid.  ,  p.  119 

6.  Ibid.  ,  p.  120 

7.  Ibid.,  pp.  120-121 

8.  Ibid.,  pp.  126-127  ' 
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During  the  entire  nineteenth  century,  many  individual  enterprises 
flourished  in  Ashfield,  as  ^vas  true  of  most  of  the  self-sustaining 
cornnunities  in  the  section.  Most  notable  and  important  was  the  raising  of 
peppermint  and  the  distilling  of  the  plant  into  oil.  It  was  begun  by 
Samuel  Ranney  about  1812,  and  by  1821  five  distilleries  vjere  in  operation 
in  the  tovm.   By  1830,  the  number  of  distilleries  had  doubled  and  the 
essences  not  only  of  peppermint  but  also  of  spearmint,  hemlock,  spruce, 
tansy  and  other  plants  v;ere  distilled.  Ashfield  lads  by  the  score  became 
drummers  or  peddlers  throurh  the  New  England  country  carrying  baskets  of 
essences  on  one  side  of  the  saddle  and  a  tin  trunk  of  "Yankee  notions"  on 
the  other*  '(Then,  however,  an  Ashfield  man  began  the  production  of  pepper- 
mint oil  in  Phelps,  New  York,  a  p.eneral  exodus  from  Ashfield  commenced. 
Many  of  the  leading  families  departed;  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  the 
decline  in  population  beginning  about  this  time  was  caused  by  this  general 
migration. 

There  were  numerous  other  industries  as  v;ell.   Sa^vmills ,  tanneries, 
grist  mills,  plane  shops,  carding  and  fulling  n.llls  flourished  throughout 
the  century. 3  Pottery  was  manufactured  in  South  Ashfield.  Tivo  companies, 
oelden  and  Perkins,  and  Bement  and  Belding,  put  out  shirts,  linen  bosoms 
and  collars  for  the  vjomen  of  the  tovm  to  make.  Their  products  were  valued 
in  1845  at  ^ir-,000.^  In  the  same  year,  $3000  worth  of  braided  palm  leaf 
hats  v;ere  produced. ^  Other  products  of  the  town  in  that  period  included 
"vool  hats,  sandpaper,  and  wooden  splints  for  limb  fractures. '^ 

Since  most  of  these  industries  were  small,  and  some  depended  entirely 
on  mere  part-time  or  seasonal  vjork  oi]  persons  in  the  vicinity,  they  proved 
unable  to  stem,  the  gradual  but  persistent  m.igration  away  from  Ashfield. 
In  1775  the  population  was  528;  in  1790  it  vjas  1,459;  in  1800  it  was  1,741; 
in  1810  it  VJ8S  1,809.   Tb.is  vjas  the  peak  year.   In  1820  the  population  v;as, 
1,748;  in  1840  it  was  1,510;  in  1860  it  vjas  1,302;  in  1880,  it  was  1,055; 
in  1900,  it  was  955.   The  population  has  reiiiained  approximately  stationary 
since  then.  Although  the  census  of  1930  gave  Ashfield  a  population  of  850, 
the  state  counts  in  both  1925  and  1935  indicated  a  som.evjhat  larger  popula- 
tion:  919  in  1925,  and  918  in  1935."^ 


1.  See  also  article  on  peppermint  raisinc  in  Kempshire  G-a?ette,  June 
6,  1827.  The  most  complete  file  of  this  newspaper,  published  in  Northampton 
from  1785  to  date  under  slightly  varying  titles,  -A'ill  be  found  in  the  Forbes 
Library  in  that  city 

2.  I'owes,  o£j^_c_it.,  p.  104 

3.  Ibid.  ,  pr;,  122'-124 

4.  Ibid_.  ,  p.  125 

5.  Idem. 

5.   Ibid". ,  p.  25 

7.   These  population  figures  are  taken  fror;  federal  and  state  censuses 
and  are  summarized  in  the  following  work:  Massachusetts  Bureau  of  the 
Statistics  of  Labor,  Censu_s_of^_t_he  Commonwealtli  of  Massachusetts,  1905,  4  vols. 
Boston,  1909,  I,  p.  810.  "Tlie  figure  for  1935  is  found  in  Secretary  of  State 
The  Decennial  Census,  1935,  Boston,  1935,  p.  12 
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At  the  first  toivn  meetin£;,  held  in  1766,  the  sum  of  four  pounds  was 
voted  for  the  use  of  the  schools  .^  In  1772  it  was  voted  to  divide  the  tov.'n 
into  three  school  districts ;2  by  1S54,  the  nunber  of  school  districts  had 
risen  to  fourteen,  and  vjas  not  reduced  to  ten  until  1878.3  There  are  novj 
eight  elementary  schools  in  Ashfield,  with  enrollments  ranging  from  nine 
to  nineteen. 4  The  amount  appropriated  for  schooling  in  1799  was  four 
hundred  pounds,  and  in  1811  five  hundred  dollars. ^  This  can  be  compared 
vjith  the*  1936  school  appropriation  of  ';?22,400  of  which  about  half  was  de- 
rived from  local  taxation. ^  Until  1792,  Springfield  was  the  nearest  post 
office.  In  that  year,  an  office  was  established  at  Noithampton,  and  a 
few  years  later  one  at  Worthington.  In  1798  a  private  weekly  post  ran  be- 
tween Northampton  and  Ilavjley,  with  a  stop  at  Ashfield. 7  People  were,  how- 
ever, generally  oblij^ed  to  travel  eighteen  miles  to  get  their  mail  until 
1814,  when  a  post  office  was  established  in  Ashfield.^  Tb-e  partial  com- 
pletion of  the  Troy  and  C-reenfield  Railroad  in  1857  allowed  the  opening  of 
a  stage  route  to  Shelburne  Falls,  which  speeded  deliveries  greatly. ^ 
Branch  post  offices  were  opened  in  South  Ashfield  about  1865,  at  Spruce 
Corner  in  1888,  and  at  'A^atson  in  1898.10 

A  pauper  farm  was  established  in  1839.   It  was  sold  and  replaced  by 
another  in  1874.11 

Despite,  and  perhaps  because  of,  its  isolation  from  other  corinuni- 
ties  there  was  no  lack  of  spiritual  ferment  in  Ashfield.  Most  of  it 
'found  expression  in  ciiurch  controversies,  which  are  treated  elsev.'here, 
but  there  were  also  broad  secular  questions  which  agitated  the  populace. 
In  the  first  place,  a  great  number  of  tovmspeople,  strongly  favoring  tem- 
perance, fought  the  custom,  established  in  1830,  of  holding  tovm  meetings 
in  a  second-story  room  of  Johji  'Jilliaras'  av;elling  and  tavern.  The  fight 
was,  for  the  most  part,  unavailing. 12  Again,  the  astonishing  election 
in  1850  of  rrosea  Blake  as  state  representative  from  Ashfield,  engineered 
b  a  free  soil  coalition  group,  aroused  protest  from  some  of  the  tovms- 
people.  They  petitioned  the  general  court  to  annul  it  on  the  grounds  of 
fraud,  and  a  committee  appointed  by  that  coui-t  upheld  their  point  of  view. 
Blake  was  finally  allowed  to  be  seated. 13  Shortly  afterward,  a  "Know 


i.  '{SCRAPS  OF  ^LA^^^ATIO^  AIH)  T07J1'I  records)  ,  op.  Git.,  p.  8. 

2.  Ibid. ,  p.  20 

3.  TOvf;:  RECORDS,  II,  p.  349;  IV,  p.  319 

4.  Annual  Re^^orts,  1936,  p.  44 

5.  TO'/JiT  ?SCORDS,  I,  pp.  140,  229 

6.  AIWAL_RS_?0RT  OF  TIIE  TOVJi:  OITICER_S_0_F  ASI^lgLD,  IS 69-1940, 

3  vols.,  TToTd.er,  10  par.phlets,  published  annually  by  the  tovm;  1935, 
p.  40.  See  entry  2 

7.  Howes,  op.  cit.,  p.  114 

8.  Ibid.,  p.  115 

9.  Ibid.,  pp.  115-117 

10.  Ibid.,  p.  117 

11.  Ibid.,  p.  282 

12.  Ibid. ,  pp.  256-258 

13.  Ibid.  ,  p.  218.  See  also  Acts,  1850,  ch.  53 
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Nothing"  lodge  was  established  in  Ashfield  as  the  concrete  expression  of  a 
movement  vvhich  carried  the  tovra  in  the  election  of  1854  by  a  small  majority. 

During  the  Civil  VJar,  in  which  Ashfield  supported  the  northern  side  with 
great  enthusiasm,  the  town  spent  over  twenty-one  thousand  dollars  for  boun- 
ties and  other  war  expenses.  One  hundred  and  twenty-four  men  enlisted,  of 
vjhom  twelve  died  from' wounds,  sickness,  or  during  imprisonment  in  rebel 
jails. 2 

Some  of  the  early  history  of  the  Baptist  and  Congregational  churches  in 
Ashfield  has  already  been  discussed  in  treating,  of  the  historic  controversy 
beUveen  the  two  churches  and  the  activities  of  the  proprietors.  Rifts  and 
dissensions  continued  to  dog  the  churches  of  Ashfield  for  many  years  there- 
after. 

The  "First  Baptist  Church  of  Christ",  which  met  as  early  as  1753  and 
which  was  organized  in  1761  by  Chileab  Smith  with  a  membership  consisting 
mainly  of  his  own  family,  was  one  of  the  earliest  Baptist  groups  in  west- 
ern Massachusetts.^  The  early  church  building,  mentioned  in  some  of  the 
Baptist  petitions  op-oosing  forced  taxation,  vjas  located  on  a  hill  nearly 
opposite"^ Baptist  Corner,  and  its  site  is  now  marked  by  a  stone  tablet. 
Reverend  Ebenezer  Smith,  Chileab 's  son,  was  the  first  pastor,  his  tenure 
extending  from  1761  to  1798.4  The  latter  part  of  his  service  was  marked 
by  a  controversy  concerning  whether  or  not  the  clerg'Tnen  should  be  paid  a 
regular  fixed  salary;  Ebenezer  and  Chileab  Smith  led  the  opposing  factions, 
and  in  1789  the  latter  established  a  dissident  group  in  Buckland.   In  1796 
the  two  gToups  were  . cunited^  and  incorporated  in  1800  as  "The  United 
Baptist  Church  and  Society  in  Ashfield  and  Buckland. "6  Among  the  members 
of  this  congregation  were  Mary  Lyon's  family,  on  both  sides.   The  Buckland 
Baptists  v;orsi:ipped  at  Baptist  Corner  in  Ashfield  until  1828,  v/hen  they  de- 
parted to  form  their  own  church.'^  In  1831  the  Ashfield  church  was  moved 
one  hundred  feet  east  of  its  former  location, 3  but  in  1849  the  society, 
weakened  by  desertions  to  the  Freewill  Baptists,  I'illerites,  and  Second 
Adventists,  went  out  of  existence. 9  Meanwhile,  in  1814,  a  "Second  Baptist 
Church"  had  been  organized  in  South  Ashfield,  xJith  Rev.  Josiah  Loomis  as 
pastor.-'-*-'  A  church  building  was  erected  the  same  year;  and  the  society 
existed  until  1841  when  it  disbanded. H  For  almost  ti/jenty  years  thereafter, 
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Ashfield,  oiiC/  a  center  of  the  Baptist  faith,  was  vjithout  a  Baptist  church. 
This  situation  was  remedied  in  1867  when  the  "Ashfield  Plain  Baptist 
Church"  was  established  with  the  assistance  of  a  group  of  Buckland  Bap- 
tists. The  latter  donated  their  church  in  Buckland  to  the  Ashfield  people, 
and  it  was  dismantled  and  removed  the  same  year.  The  building  was  dedi- 
cated in  18S9.^  It  was  rebuilt  in  1884  and  in  1900,2  but  about  1910  the 
organization  v;as  dissolved,  and  in  1914  the  building  v;as  razed. 

The  founding  of  the  Congregational  Church  by  the  proprietors  and  some 
of  the  settlers  in  1763,  and  the  erection  of  a  church  has  already  been  re- 
lated.  A  nevi   building  was  erected  in  1812  at  great  expense. 3  Tlie  congre- 
gation was  split  in  1820  and  again  in  1855.  The  latter  controversy  con- 
cerned the  alleged  looseness  and  irregularity  vjith  which  the  aged  church 
treasurer  kept  his  books. ^  One  group  left  the  church,  formed  a  "New 
Congregational  Church",  and  in  1856  erected  a  church  building  on  the  Plain. 
Their  first  and  only  settled  clergj-man  was  the  Rev.  E.  C.  Evjing.   In  the 
period  from  1867  to  1869  the  tsvo  churches  were  reunited  as  the  "First 
Congregational  Church"  in  Ashfield,  using  the  building  of  the  dissident 
group.  This  is  a  one-story  Colonial  structure,  rebuilt  in  1906;  it  has 
two  ells  in  the  rear,  a  belfrv  and  a  bell.   The  building  of  the  original 
Congregational  church,  constructed  in  1812,  has  been  used  as  the  town 
hall  since  1868.  V/ith  its  pretentious  tovjer  and  steeple,  it  represents 
a  fine  example  of  Nev;  England  architecture.^ 

Ashfield  is  one  of  the  fev;  towns  in  its  locality  vjhich  is  the  site 
of  a  Protestant  Episcopal  church.   Tlie  opportunity''  for  its  formation 
arose  when  a  certain  group  of  Congregational! '>■  vehemently  opposed  the 
installation  of  a  Rev.  ¥x .   Woodbridge  as  pastor.   The  controversy  be- 
came so  heated  that  this  group  resolved  to  form  a  nev;  church. 6  In  order 
to  avoid  paying  taxes  to  the  Congregational  Church  it  was  necessary  at 
the  time,  of  course,  to  be  affiliated  with  some  other  society.   The  selec- 
tion of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  faith  vjas  caused  by  the  efforts  of  a 
local  man,  Jesse  Edson,  a  fervent  Episcopalian,  and  the  missionar3''  vjork 
of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Strong,  pastor  of  St.  James  Church  in  Greenfield. '^  After 
the  organization  of  St.  John's  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  1820,  ser^r 
iceo  were  held  in  private  homes,  at  the  South  Ashfield  Jleetinghouse,  in 
the  Steady  Lane  Schoolhouse,  and  in  the  tov/n  hall»^  The  Reverend  Lot 
Jones,  vjhose  tenure  was  from  1623  to  1829,  vias   the  first  settled  minister. 9 
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In  the  last  year  of  his  service,  a  one-story  church  building,  with  a  bel- 
fry and  bell,  was  erected.   It  is  still  in  use. 

The  first  Universalist  Society  of  Ashfield  was  organized  on  Septem- 
ber 25,  1840,  with  a  membership  of  over  sixty.  Business  meetings  were 
held  at  the  homes  of  members,  and  services  at  the  Baptist  meetinghouse  in 
South  Ashfield,  \intil  1844,  v;hen  the  latter  building  was  purchased.   In 
1846,  Rev.  Earl  Guilford  became  the  first  settled  minister. 2  The  meeting- 
house was  repaired  in  1867,  but  the  follovjing  year  the  society  voted  to 
adjourn  for  one  year.  Services  \7ere  not  held  thereafter  and  the  society 
never  met  again.   The  meetinghouse  later  became  the  South  Ashfield  Village 
Eall."^  Another  Universalist  group  held  irregular  services  in  South 
Ashfield  from  1902  to  1909,  conducted  by  Rev.  W.  B.  Potter;  but  it,  too, 
finally  went  out  of  existence. 4 

From,  about  1828  to  1853,  J.Iethodists  held  services  in  the  southeast 
part  of  tovm,  led  by  circuit  preachers, 5  but  this  denomination  never  be- 
came securely  planted  in  Ashfield. 

Nothing  illustrates  better  the  intellectual  climate  xvhich  has  ex- 
isted for  many  years  in  Ashfield  than  the  history  of  Sanderson  Academy. 
It  was  founded  by  the  Rev.  Alvan  Sanderson.,  then  a  Congregational  minister, 
in  1816,  for  the  pur"oose  of  giving  higher  education  to  boys  and  girls  in 
the  vicinity.  Mr.  Sanderson  died  shortly  after,  leaving  a  fund  for  the 
benefit  of  the  school.   In  1817  the  academy  was  fortunate  in  having  Elihu 
Burritt  as  principal  and  Ilary  Lyon  as  one  of  the  students."  In  1821, 
Sanderson  Academy  was  incorporated,"^  and  in  the  follovjing  year  Mary  Lyon 
became  one  of  the  teachers.  She  was  connected  with  the  school  until  1828 
as  teacher,  assistant  principal  and  principal. 8  In  1825  she  wrote:   "Tliis 
is  the  school  vjhere  I  was  principally  educated,  and  to  which  I  felt  in  no 
small  degree  indebted. "9  One  of  her  advertisements  in  the  I'lamp shire 
Gazette,  of  October  24,  1827,  read:   "The  winter  terr.:  of  fourteen  weeks  ... 
will  be  devoted  exclusively  to  the  instruction  of  FR'MLES,   under  the  care 
of  Miss  Mary  Lyon.  The  course  of  instruction  will  be  essentially  the  same 
as  was  pursued  the  last  winter,  with  the  addition  of  Chirography  .  Th^e 
price  of  board,  including  fuel  and  lights,  from  §1.17  to  01.25.   'Tuition 
for  the  whole  term  of  fourteen  weeks,  '^5.50.,  to  be  paid  at  entrance. "10 
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In  other  words,  it  was  possible  for  a  girl  to  secure  higher  education  for 
about  a  dollar  and  a  half  a  week. 

Interest  in  the  school  began  to  decline  about  1832,  but  regular 
classes  did  not  cease  until  1865.   During  this  period  not  less  than 
twenty-nine  of  its  scholars  later  became  ninisters;  of  its  other  graduates, 
perhaps  the  most  notable  was  G.  Stanley  Kail,  eminent  psychologist  and 
founder  of  Clark  University. 2  In  his  autobiojiraphy  Dr.  Hall  has  de- 
scribed vjith  charm  and  gusto  his  boyhooi  days  in  Ashfield. 

In  1864,  Charles,.  Eliot  Norton,  the  distinguished  Harvard  professor 
of  art,  was  struck  by  the  natural  beauty  of  the  town  as  he  Vi/as  riding 
through,  and  spent  his  first  sumraer  there.  A  friend  of  Cerlyle,  Ruskin 
and  Browning,  who  insisted  on  "ethos"  in  art,  his  influence  on  the 
thought  of  his  day  was  considerable,  One  of  Norton's  friends,  George 
William  Curtis,  editor  of  Earper ' s ,  established  a  summer  residence  there 
the  following  year.  Other  summer  visitors  followed.  It  vras  a  step  vjhich 
had  incalculable  consequences  for  Ashfield,  and  particularly  for  the 
academy.   In  1677  Norton  and  Curtis  became  interested  in  reviving'  the 
school,  and  contributed  both  money  and  talent  toward  that  end."^  In  1879 
the  school  vjas  reoi^ened,  and  in  the  sane  year  there  was  held  the  first 
of  a  series  of  banquets  to  raise  money  for  it. 5  These  banquets  were 
given  annually  in  the  town  through  1903,  and  attracted  national  attention, 
not  only  because  of  the  caliber  of  the  speakers,  but.  also  because  of  the 
vigor  and  liberalism  of  the  speeches.  Such  men  as  VJilliam  Dean  Kowells, 
G.  Stanley  Hall,  James  Russell  Lovjell ,  George  'A'.  Cable,  Booker  T. 
Washington,  Josiah  Hoyce  and  Richard  Henry  Dana  found  in  these  dinners 
a  platform  for  advocating,  am.ong  other  things,  the  reforiTi  of  the  tariff 
and  the  civil  service  and  the  promotion  of  negro  education,  as  vjell  as 
for  attacks  on  im'Derialism.^ 

In  1885  I^'r.  Field,  another  summer  resident,  gave  the  academy  a  play- 
ing field, "7  and  in  1887  his  widow,  &S.  Rachel  Field,  gave  $9000  to  the 
academy  for  a  new  building,  which  vjas  erected  upon  this  lot  and  opened 
in  1889.°  The  corporate  powers  of  the  trustees  were  revised  in  1889.^ 
As  a  result  of  a  subseq^uer.t  gift  from.  I.trs.  Field,  the  academy  was  made 
free  to  all  children  in  the  tovm.lO  Another  substantial  donor  to  the 
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school  has  been  Alvan  Sanderson,  nephev;  of  the  founder,  whose  donation, 
given  in  1903,  is  mana,?:ed  by  the  "Trustees  of  the  Sanderson  Academy  School 
5\ind."l  In  1909,  the  academy  building  was  renovated  and  enlarged. ^  The 
enrollment  in  1936  vjas  sixty-five  pupils. 3 

Most  of  the  cemeteries  in  Ashfield,  of  vjhich  there  have  been  at  least 
six,  date  frorii  an  early  period.  Private  or  family  burial  grounds  are  not 
included  in  this  number.   In  1759  it  v;as:   "Voted  to  purchase  a  piece  of 
land  by  the  meetinghouse  for  a  Burying  Place",  and  in  1770,  one  and  one- 
half  acres  were  bought.   This  now  forms  part  of  the  Plain  Burial  Ground, 
which  vjas  enlarged  and  im.proved  in  1860  and  1893. "^ 

In  1772  it  v/as  voted  to  purchase  a  lot  -  now  Jaiown  as  the  Baptist  Cor- 
ner Yard  -  from  Chileab"  Smith. ^  in  this  yard  is  buried  Aaron  Lj^on,  father 
of  Mary  Lyon.  On  his  headstone  is  engraved  this  verse: 

"A  loving  husband,  kind  and  true, 
A  tender  father  v/as ,  also; 
A  faithful  son,  a  brother  dear. 
A  peaceful  neighbor  was  while  here. 
Though  now  his  body  here  doth  rest, 
¥e  trust  his  soul's  among  the  blest. "^ 

The  first  burial  in  the  Northwest  Cem.etery  took  place  in  1793.   This 
cemetery  is  only  one-quarter  of  an  acre  in  size,  and  contains  about  fifty 
graves.   It  is  at  present  isolated  and  an  old  road  which  formerly  led  to 
it  has  fallen  into  disuse.' 

Tb.e  Spruce.  Corner  Burying  Ground  was  laid  out  about  1792  ;8  the  Centre 
Cemetery  on  the  "Flat"  was  Isid  out  in  1813  and  enlarged  in  1855,9  gnd  the 
Briar  Hill  Cemetery  in  1820. 1°  By  1860  all  of  these  cem.eteries  had  fallen 
into  varying  degrees  of  neglect,  only  partially  remedied  by  the  formation 
that  year  of  the  South  Ashfield  Cemetery  Association. H  Tliis  organization 
vjas  superseded  by  the  Ashfield  Burial  Ground  Association,  formed  in  1887 
and  incorporated  in  1839.12  The  act  of  incornoration  entrusted  only  the 
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Plain  and  Centre  cemeteries  to  its  care,l  but  it  has  gradually  come  to 
manage  all  the  cemeteries  in  the  town.'" 

Tlie  "Second  Social  Library"  -  the  history  of  the  first  is  shrouded 
in  m^/stery  and  rumor  -  v;as  founded  in  1815."^  Since  the  books  never 
amounted  to  more  than  five  hundred,  the  library  was  kept  in  the  homes  of 
subscribers,  and  for  fourteen  years  in  L.  C.  Sanderson's  shoe  shop. 4 
The  collection  was  carefully  chosen,  however,  and  many  an  Ashfield  child 
laid  the  basis  for  his  education  in  Sanderson's  shop.   Interest  in  the 
library  declined  with  the  passage  of  the  years,  and  when  it  appeared  that 
a  new  private  library  would  be  formed,  the  Social  Library  was  dissolved 
in  1885,  and  the  books  distributed  among  the  members.  Most  of  these  vol- 
umes were  contributed  to  the  "Ashfield  Library  Association" ,  founded  the 
same  year,  largely  owing  to  the  interest  of  Professor  Norton. ^  In  1887 
Mrs.  Rachel  Field,  furnished  a  room  in  the  new  academy  building  for  the 
use  of  the  library."  In  1893,  and  at  various  times  thereafter,  the  town 
voted  a  sum  of  money  to  the  association  to  enable  the  tov;nspeople  to  use 
the  library  without  further  charge.'''  The  association  flourished  to  the 
extent  of  establishing  branch  libraries  in  1903  at  Baptist  Corner  and  in 
South  Ashfield.^  No  free  public  library  existed  in  Ashfield,  however, 
until  1913,  when  Milo  M.  Belding  of  New  York  City  donated  the  necessary 
funds  for  a  neiv  building. ^  Trustees  were  elected  the  same  year. 10 

The  Ashfield  Water  Company  vjas  formed  in  1893,  vnth  many  local  per- 
sons as  stockholders,  and  Charles  Eliot  Norton  as  prime  mover.  The  water 
works,  finished  in  1894,  were  constructed  at  a  cost  of  $15,000.-^-^  In 
1909,  the  "old  mill  pond"  v.'as  cleaned,  and  a  cement  dan  built,  to  make  an 
excellent  reserve ir.l^  on  February  27,  1902,  an  act  was  passed  by  the 
general  court,  authorizing  the  town  of  Ashfield  to  establish  a  municipal 
water  supply.   It  was  the  usual  all-inclusive  act,  providing  for  the 
election  of  water  commissioners,  the  authorization  of  a  water  loan  and  a 
sinking  fund,  the  payment  of  land  damages,  etcl"^  The  town  failed  to 
ratify  it,  hovirever,  and  it  was  superseded  the  following  year  by  a  new 
charter  granted  to  the  Ashfield  V/ater  Company. 14  The  town  was,  however, 
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granted  the  right  to  purchase  the  corporation  at  any  time  upon  the  pay- 
ment of  a  reasonable  sum,-^ 

Ashfield  i.s  in  the  south-western  part  of  Franklin  County,  It  is 
bounded  on  the  north  by  Buckland  and  Hav/ley,  on  the  west  by  Hav;ley  and 
Plainfield,  on  the  south  by  Goshen  and  Cummington,  and  on  the  east  by 
Conway.  It  has  no  railroad  connections,  but  can  be  reached  either  from 
the  Mohawk  Trail,  Route  2,  or  the  Berkshire  Trail,  Route  9,  Route  116 
from  Adams  to  South  Deerfield  and  thence  to  Springfield  passes  through 
the  town. 


1.  Acts,  1903,  ch.  217,  sec.  7 
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Goveriunental  Organization 

As  might  be  imagined  from,  the  age  of  the  town,  Ashfield  has  had  a 
great  many  offices  which  have  long  since  becom.e  obsolete.   These  include; 
wardens  and  tythingnien,  a  sealer  of  leather,  a  clerk  of  the  market,  deer 
and  hog  reeves,  poundkeeper ,  surveyors  of  shinf-.les,  a  packer  of  beef  and 
pork,  a  collector  of  the  ministerial  tax  and  an  inspector  of  buildings. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are  a  great  many  early  offices  which  have 
survived  to  the  present  time.  Some  of  these  are  no  longer  of  great 
importance:   fence  viewers,  field  drivers,  constables,  surveyors  of  viooi. 
and  bark,  and  surveyors  of  lumber.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  latter  two 
are  now  appointed  by  the  moderator  largely  as  a  matter  of  form,  except 
when  a  windfall  such  as  that  which  resulted  from  the  hurricane  of  1938, 
gives  them  temporary  importance^ 

But  certain  early  offices  have  become  more  important  with  the  pass- 
ing of  the  years.  Notable  among  these  is,  of  course,  the  board  of  select- 
men. The  selectmen  have  alvjays  handled  relief  and  health  matters,  have 
been  the  assessors  of  taxes  since  1797,  and  since  1877,  have  also  been 
the  registrars  of  voters.   In  addition  they  appoint  each  year  a  great 
number  of  officials.  Acting,  presumably,  as  the  board  of  health,  they 
have  appointed  an  inspector  of  meats,  and  an  inspector  of  anLmals,  since 
1909;  an  agent  of  the  board 'since  1934;  and  a  mdik  inspector  since  1937. 
Since  1848  they  have,  as  selectmen,  appointed  the  sealer  of  weights  and 
measiores,  and,  since  1895,  a  burial  agent.  .  Other  appointees  include  the 
chief  of  police,  the  fire  chief,  the  forest  warden,  the  moth  superinten- 
dent, the  dog  officer,  the  public  weigher,  and  the  superintendent  of 
streets. 

The  elective  offices  of  moderator,  tovm  clerl^  and  tovm  treasurer 
also  date  from  the  first  tojm  meeting  held  in  1766.  In  general,  their 
functions  have  remained  unchanged. 

The  office  of  school  committee,  established  in  1817,  has  undergone 
notable  changes. 2  Tlie  office  of  tax  collector,  once  let  out  to  the 
lowest  bidder,  is  nov-i   elective.   The  duties  of  the  auditor  have  remained 
largely  unchanged,  although  the  office  began  in  1889  'with  tivo  persons 


1.  For  an  account  of  the  organization  and  functioning  of  town 
government  generally,  see  'Jork  Projects  Administration,  Historical  Records 
Survey,  Tovm  and  City  Government  in  Massachusetts,  soon  to  be  published 
by  this  project.  Sketches  of  the  individual  offices  m.entioned  in  this 
section  vjill  be  found  on  the  follovjing  pages. 

2.  See  n.  52 
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elected  annually  instead  of  one.   The  new  offices  of  tree  warden,  estab- 
lished in  1902,  trustees  of  the  Beldinc  Memorial  Libretry,  first  elected 
in  1914  '-vith  the  establishnent  of  the  library,  and  the  par!:  commissioners, 
first  appointed  by  the  moderator  and  elected  since  1930  by  the  town  meet- 
ing, have  remained  the  sai'ie  in  all  fundamental  aspects. 

Records  System 

By  both  law  and  custom  in  Massachusetts  towns,  the  clerk  is  the 
center  of  the  record-keeping  system.   The  selectmen  of  Ashfield,  however, 
in  performing  the  duties  of  the  registrars  of  voters,  the  assessors,  the 
board  of  public  welfare  and  the  board  of  health  fulfill,  perforce,  a 
record-keeping  function  alm.ost  as  important  as  that  of  the  clerk. 

The  early  records  of  As'ofield  are  exceptionally  complete.   There 
exists  not  only  a  five-hundred  page  volume  of  proprietors'  records  cover- 
ing the  period  from  1735  to  1808,^  but  there  are  other  mdnor  records  of 
the  proprietors,  including  a  volume  with  no  actual  title,  called  in  this 
inventory  (SCRAPS  OF  PLAfTTATION  AND  TOVJli  RECORDS),  1736-1775,3  gn^  four 
bundles  of  proprietors'" papers  for  the  period  1743-1799.^  The  last  named 
should  be  cleaned,  pressed  between  cellulose  acetate  sheets  and  filed  in 
fire-resistant  containers.  The  tovm  records  in  six  voliimes,  contain  the 
actions  of  tovm  meetint^s  from.  1776  to  the  present.^  Two  volumes  in  this 
series  should  be   rebound,  however.   These  are  all  in  the  possession  of 
the  town  clerk,  as  vjell  as  records  of  personal  property  mortgages  in  six 
volumes,  dating  from  1827,6  gnd  vital  statistics  since  1765,  with  a  com- 
prehensive index  beginning  in  1354. 

Tb.e  volur.e  of  minutes  of  selectmen's  meetings^  should  be  rebound. 
The  absence  of  earlier  m.inutes  is  partly  compensated  for  by  the  existence 
of  8  bundle  -  which  should  be  bound  into  a  volume  -  of  the  selectmen's 
annual  reports  for  the  period  1836-1868.°  Selectr^.en's  orders  date  from 
1884,  in  thirteen  volumes. 1*^  Valuation  lists  kept  by  the  assessors  begin 
in  1790,  and  include  ten  bundles  and  127  volumes. -"'-1  Lists  of  voters  date 


1.  For  an  account  of  the  record-keeping  system  in  Massachusetts  towns 
3ee  Tom_arid__CitY_GojeTjrz\e^^  oji_.  ^i_t. 

2.  See  entry  8 

3.  See  entry  29 

4.  Sec  entry  19 

5.  See  entry  12 

6.  See  entry  18 

7.  See  entries  14-17,  incl. 

8.  See  entry  1 

9.  See  entry  4 

10.  See  entry  5 

11.  See  entry  38 
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from  1816,  and,  though  not  without  gaps,  are  more  conplete  than 
might  be  expected. ^  A  nine-volume  series  of  treasurer's  records 
dates  from  1746,  and  includes  not  only  the  records  of  the  town 
treasurer  but  also  those  of  the  proprietors'  treasurer. 2  Minutes 
of  the  school  committee  meetings  date  from  1880."^  Perhaps  equally 
important  are  the  records  of  Sanderson  Academy,  both  financial  and 
general.^  They  begin  in  1817  and  are  quite  comprehensive.  All  the 
above  indicate  the  wealth  of  early  material  to  be  found  in  Ashfield. 

In  a  tov;n  as  old  as  Ashfield  the  com.pleteness  and  general  good 
condition  of  the  records  is  commendable.  V/ith  the  exception  of 
missing  records  in  the  register  of  voters, 5  there  are  no  serious 
gaps.   The  records  are  generally  virell  titled  and  marked.   Indexes 
are  lacking  for  some  of  the  more  important  records  series,  however, 
and  are  herewith  recomr.iended,  especiall:-'  for  the  proprietors'  and 
town  records. 6  in  recent  j'^ears,  there  has  been  a  tendency  to  merge 
welfare  records  with  those  of  the  treasurer.   It  is  a  tendency  that 
should  be  curbed.  Recommended  without  qualification  is  revision  of 
the  annual  reports  so  as  to  include  a  list  of  ele«ted  and  appointed 
town  officers,  and  an  index  or  table  of  contents. 


1.  See  entry  35 

2.  See  entrj^  45 

3.  See  entry  48 

4.  See  entries  58-63 

5.  See  entry  35 

6.  Entries  8,  29  and  12,  respectively 
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HOUSIIC,  CARE  AND  ACCESSIBILITY  OF  U3  RECORDS 

Considering  tlie  age  and  value  of  the  Ashfield  records,  it  cannot  be 
said  that  they  are  ideally  housed.  No  ordinary  care  v;ould  be  adequate.  It 
is  suggested  that  the  town  authorities  consider  the  possibility  of  removing 
all  old  records,  without  exception,  to  the  public  library  and  placing  them 
in  a  special  vault  with  adequate  fire  protection. 

At  present,  most  of  the  town  records  are  housed  in  the  Town  Hall, 
an  old  v;ooden-frame  building.  They  are  contained  in  three  rooms  and  a 
vault  on  the  first  floor.  The  steel  safe  in  Room  No.  2  is  so  crovmed 
that  the  bindings  of  the  volumes  are  placed  under  great  strain  when  they 
are  removed  or  replaced.   Individual  papers  also  are  apt  to  be  crumpled. 

The  vault  contains  sufficient  space  for  the  addition  of  a  fevj  steel 
shelves,  which  would  make  it  unnecessary  to  jceep  records  in  boxes  on  the 
floor.  The  only  illumination,  furnished  by  the  open  door,  is  very  poor. 
Since  the  building  is  wired  and  there  are  electric  lights  in  the  otter 
rooms,  there  seems  to  be  little  reason  vjhy  the  vault  could  not  be  equipped 
with  an  electric  bulb,  or  a  portable  drop  light  introduced  when  necessary. 

Room  No.  1  contains  school  records  and  school  supplies,  v;ithout  any 
semblance  of  order.  Records  are  in  a  jum.bled  condition,  and  have  no  fire 
protection.  Outside  of  these  school  records,-  all  records  are  fairly  vjell 
arranged.  Records  kept  in  the  homes  of  several  tovm  officials  are  gen- 
erally in  desks,  but  are  not  great  in  number. 

Important  Sanderson  Academy  records  as  well  as  the  library  records 
are  contained  in  the  Belding  Memorial  Library.   Conditions  here  are  most 
satisfactory. 

The  tovm  officials  having  records  in~th£ir  homes  vjere  the  follovjing 
at  the  tim.e  of  the  inventorv:- 


Napie  Address         Office  Held     Has  Records  of 


A.  G.  Hawes  Steady  Lane  Town  Clerk        Town  Clerk 

Mrs.  Hattie  Main  Street  Secretary  of  SchodSchool  Committee 

Guilford  Conm.ittee 

E.  K.  Currie  Main  Street  Supt .  of  Schools   School  Dcpt. 

Archie  Jenkins  V/atson  Road  Inspector  of  Meats  Inspector" of  Meats 
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Conditions  in  the  Town  Hall  and  the  Belding  Memorial  Library  are 
summarized  in  the  following  table:- 


A3HFII 

:LD  tow  H.iXL 

,  WJIJ   STREET, 

ASHFIELD 

Room  . 

Room 

Room 

Tovm 

Depository 



No.  1 

No.  2 

No.  3 

Vault 

Location 

1st  Floor 

1st  Floor 

1st  Floor 

1st  Floor 

Dimensions-'- 

20x7x10 

10x10x9 

20x12x12 

10x7x7 

Cubic  Feet 

1,400 

900 

2,800 

490 

Fireproof 

K.F.H. 

N.F.R, 

N.F.R 

F.R. 

Shelving 

■'Jood 

Wood 

Wood 

Steel 

Containers 

None 

Steel 

Steel  &  V/ood 

Steel 

Lighting 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Fair 

Accessibility 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Arrangement 

Good 

Good 

Fair 

Good 

Physical  Cond 

ition 

Fair 

Fair 

Fair 

Good 

Room  for  Expansion 

Ample 

Crov;ded 

Arrole 

Linited 

Departments  K 

aving 

School 

Selectmen 

Tovm  Clerk 

Selectmen 

Records  There 

Town  Clerk 

Selectmen 

Clerk 

Tax  Collector 

Treasurer 

Public  'I'elfare 

Tax  Collector 

Assessors 

School  Assessors 

Sealer  of  VJ.&I^: 

:. 

Bd.  of  Health 

Board  of  Health 

Library 

Public  VJelfare 

eeldii:g  i.3:r:oRLi  library 


Depository 

Office 

location 

1st  Floor 

Dimensions! 

18x11x11 

Cubic  Feet 

2,178 

Firenroof 

Part . 

Shelving 

1/ood 

Containers 

None 

Lighting 

Goo'd 

Accessibility 

Good 

/irrangement 

Good 

Physical  Condition 

Good 

Room  for  Zxr'a: 

IS  ion 

"-nivle 

Departments  Having 

Library 

Records  There 

School 

1.   Dimensions  are 
and  are  in  feet 


given  in  the  order  of  length  by  vjidth  by  height 
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ABBRETIATIONS,  SYIvmOLS  AND  EXPLANATORY  NOTES 


Abbreviations  and  Foreign  Terms 


alph. 

alphabetical!  ly) 

no.- 

number 

arr. 

arranged  (arrangement) 

off. 

office 

bdl(s). 

bundle (s) 

op.  cit. 

work  cited 

ch. 

chapter 

p.,  pp. 

page,  pages 

chron . 

chronological (ly) 

ptd. 

printed 

cl. 

clerh( 's) 

rm. 

room 

discont. 

discontinued 

sec{s) . 

section(s) 

fl. 

floor 

secy. 

secretary{s) 

hdw. 

handvn?itten 

St. 

street 

ibid. 

in  the  same  place 

supt. 

super intendent ( s 

idem. 

the  sane  reference 

T.E. 

Tovm  Hall 

incl. 

inclusive 

va. 

vault 

ns. 

manuscript 

vol(s). 

volume( s) 

Symbols 


continues  to    date 

inches 

feet 


equivalent  to 

by 

denotes  omission  in 

quoted  matter 


Explanatory  Notes 


Inventory  Arrangement 


The  city  and  tovm  offices  are  arranged  in  the  order  of  their  im- 
portance from  a  functional  viewpoint,  with  related  offices  grouped  to- 
gether. Records  within  an  office  are  classified  by  subject.  Within  each 
subject  classification  entries  are  listed  in  the  order  of  their  importance 
and,  for  records  considered  of  equal  importance,  a  chronological  sequence 
is  used. 

Titles 


Exact  titles  of  records  are  shown  in  upper  case  v/ithout  parentheses. 
The  contents  of  untitled  records  are  indicated  by  assigning  titles  to  them. 
Titles  of  this  kind  are  shovm  in  upper  case  enclosed  by  parentheses.  "Then 
an  exact  title  does  not  adequately  describe  the  true  nature  of  the  record, 
such  information  is  inserted  in  the  title  line  but  in  the  lower  case  and 
enclosed  within  parentheses.   The  current  or  most  recent  title  of  a  record 
is  used  as  the  entry  title,  and  any  variation  of  title  within  the  record 
series  is  noted. 
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Labeling. 

The  n^jriberin^,  lettering  or  other  nar-'ints  on  a  record  are  shovm  in 
parentheses  follovving  the  Quantity. 

5£?^_^_il? tSI-  ^ce£ 

Cross  references  are  nade  in  each  entry  to  records  of  the  same  series 
found  in  other  entries.  Heferences  to  sirriilar  records  are  embodied  in  a 
separate  line  imnediately  following  the  entry.  References  below  subject 
headings  are  made  to  other  related  record  series  suggested  by  the  headings 
or  subheadings.  !'Jhere  no  corment  is  nade  rej'arding  prior  or  subsequent 
records,  it  is  to  be  presuned  that  none  vjere  found. 

Indexing 

If  there  is  no  index  to  r  record,  the  fact  is  stated  in  the  entry. 
If  no  mention  is  made  of  the  absence  of  an  index,  it  is  either  contained 
in  the  entry  or  in  a  separate  entrj',  irxaediatel*/  following  it,  if  possi- 
ble. 

Eimenaions 

Except  'vliei'e  othervjise  indicated,  dimensions  of  volumes,  file  boxes, 
or  maps  are  show  in  inches;  dimensions  of  volumes  in  the  order  of  length 
along  binding,  edge,  width,  and  thichness;  dimensions  of  file  cases,  boxes 
and  drawers  in  the  order  of  hei/^lit,  vjidth  rnd  depth. 

Location 

The  location  noted  is  that  of  the  date  of  the  final  field  checl:  of 
the  inventory,  approximatelv  four  months  prior  to  publication.  Many 
records,  especially  current  ones,  are  in  constant  use  b3^  officials,  5nd 
subject  to  frequent  transfer  from  office  to  vault  or  from  vault  to  office. 
Shifts  from  one  vault  to  another  also  occur,  but  less  frequently.   The 
Historical  Records  Survey  cannot  guarantee  that  the  record  will  be  found 
in  the  location  noted,  but  merely  that  the  record  vjas  found  there  at  the 
date  of  the  inventory  field  check. 

Condition  of  Records 

If  no  corjnent  is  mad':,  regarding  the  condition  of  records,  it  may  be 
assur.ed  to  be  satisfactory. 
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PART  B.  T0';7i'  OITICERS  AIH:  T^:^!?.  RECORDS 


I.  SELEC'n.lEN^ 

Three  selectoen  were  el€cted  annually  from  1766  through  1907,2  Since 
1908  they  have  been  elected  for  three-year  terms,  one  annually.'^ 

The  concentration  of  governmental  authority  in  the  hands  of  the  se- 
lectmen is  not  a  new  phenomenon  in  Ashfield.  The  selectmen  have  always 
been  entrusted  with  "the  care  of  the  poor",  either  informally  or,  since 
1813,  as  overseers  of  the  poor;  they  are  novj  elected  as  members  of  the 
board  of  public  welfare. 4  Since  1797,  and  in  som.e  years  before  that  date, 
they  have  performed  the  duties  of  assessors  althou£h  they  are  not  formal- 
ly elected  as  the  board  of  assessors.^  In  addition  they  have  acted,  at 
least  since  1383,  as  the  board  of  health,  but  have  not  been  formally  men- 
tioned as  such  until  1916  and  are  not  even  today  formally  elected  to  that 
office.^  Finally,  they  have  been  organised  formally  as  registrars  of 
voters,  with  the  town  clerk  as  a  fourth  member  ex-officio,  since  1883." 

Although  they  have  appointed  the  sealer  of  weights  and  m^easUres 
fairly  regularly  since  1843,8  their  appointive  nov/ers  are,  in  general, 
of  much  more  recent  date.  Th.ey  have  appointed  special  police  at  various 
times  since  1893,  and  the  chief  of  police  annually  since  1934.^  They 
have  appointed  highway  surveyors  or  highway  road  agents  beginning  in 
1869  and  the  superintendent  of  streets  since  1695,   the  burial  agent 
since  1396,11  and  an  inspector  of  buildings  from.  1895  through  1935.12  in 


1.  For  the  statutory  origin  and  development  of  this  office,  see 
Tovm  and  City  Governraent  in  ^!assachusetts,  oji.__c i__t . 

2.  {SCRAPS   0?>L/UTTATIOlf  AIK'tO''JI^'^  RECORDS)',  op.  cit,,  pp.  8,  22; 
T0"-j7J  RECORDS,  I,  pp.  1,  145,  255;  III,  pp.  not  numbered;  V,  p.  15 

3'.   TO'.T'  RECORDS ,  V,  p-3.  28,  466;  VI,  pp.  5,  53 

4.  Ibid.  ,  I,  pp.  205-207,  255;  IV,  pp.  27,  231,  410;  V,  pp.  28,  385; 
VI,  12.  554 

5.  Ibid.  ,  III,  pp.  not  numbered;  IV,  pp.  376,  410;  V,  pr..  28,  456; 
VI,  pp.  5,  53" 

6.  (i;il>TUTES  0?  3ELECT[EN'3  I.OiSTIKGS) ,  1  vol.,  ms.,  pp.  72,  86,  92, 
320.  See  entry  1 

7.  See  entry  34 

8.  TO'.'JN  RECORDS,   III,    pp.   not  numbered;    IV ,   lop.   13,    47,    77, .221; 
(I.'IMTES   OF  SELECTt/SN'S  MEETINGS),    pp.   254,    355,   50,    92 

9.  T0':.1^  RECORDS,    IV,    t-t.   405,   421;    (HI!IUTE3   OF  SELECTT.IEK'S  Iv3ETIKG3), 
pp.    286,    292,    319,    57,    72,    75,    92 

10.  TO^W  RECORDS,    I\r ,   p.   230;    (J'.IMTTSS  OF  SELSCTI'EN'S  I.IcIETINGS ) ,   pp. 
222,    230,    239,    241,   254,    £88,   319,   342,    52,   92 

11.  (Iv!r-^TSS  OF  SELECTTIEN'S  lEETHJGS),    pn.    243»   355,    356,   50,    92 

12.  Ibid.,   pp.   243,    356,   50,   83 
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1896  they  appointed  the  inspector  of  animals  and  provisions,  and  novj 
sppoint  the  two  officers  who  have  succeeded  hira,  the  inspector  of  meats 
and  the  inspector  of  animals.   From  1898  through  1908  they  ap~oointed 
forest  vjards,  and  since  1909  have  appointed  the  forest  '.varden.'^  They 
appointed  a  weigher  of  coal  annually  from  1910  through  1928,  and  in  the 
past  two  years  (1938-1939)  have  appointed  the  public  weigher. 3  The 
office  of  moth  superintendent,  to  which  the  first  appointment  vias  made  in 
1911,  has  continued,  although  not  mentioned  in  the  records  in  some  years, 
to  the  present  time.'^  The  selectmen  appointed  varying  nimbers  of  fire 
enj.ineers  from  1915  through  1933,  and  since  1934  have  appointed  the  fire 
chief. 5  Since  1921  the  selectmen  have  appointed  the  fence  viewers  and 
field  drivers. 5  T^-ey  appointed  an  inspector  of  slaughtering  in  1925, 
1935  and  1958  but  no  £ppointm.ent  was  made  in  1939. "^  Other  recent  ap- 
pointees, '.vith  the  date  of  inception  of  the  office,  are:   agent  for  the 
board  of  health  (1934);  dog  officer  (1935);  and  milh  insr^ector  (1937).2 

Except  where  othervjise  noted,  all  records  are  in  the  tovm  vault, 
first  floor,  Town  Hall.   In  addition  to  the  follovang  records,  see  entry 
47  for  certification  of  accounts  189- — . 


Minutes  and  iReports 

1.   (riWUTSS  or  SSLECTI^'EN'S  IHIETINGS),  IBSj—.   l  vol. 
Date,  place  of  meeting;  nanes  of  officers  appointed  by  selectraen,  nature 
of  other  business  trcnsacted,  signatures  of  selectmen  (early  years  only). 
Also  contains: 

i.   Inventory  of  tovjn  farm  property,  1884-95:   Date  of  inventory; 

value,  iterii^'etion  of  stocl:;  amount  of  fain  on  property.   For 
list  of  property  1895-98,  see  entry  3-v. 
ii.  List  of  licenses  granted:   T'/pe  of  license,  nam.e  of  licensee; 
date  of  issue,  exrirstion. 
iii.   (Ivlinutes  of  meetings  of  Registrars  of  Voters),  entry  34. 
iv,   (I'inutes  of  r'eetings  of  Assessors),  entr^'  35. 

V.   (i'inutes  of  Meetings  of  Board  of  Public  Vvelfsre),  entry  59. 
vi.   (I'inutcTS  of  Meetings  of  Board  of  Health),  entry  73. 
vii.  Hecord  of  permits  for  pole  locations:   Name  of  company;  location, 
date  of  erection  of  poles  and  lines, 
/.rr.  chxon.  Vo   index.  Hdw.  358  pp.  U   x  8  x  1.   Safe,  rm.  2,  first  fl.  T.F 


'55,  50,  92 


1. 

(MWT 

■25  o: 

■^  3"TEGTI'U'3  I-S 

288, 

92 

2. 

Ibid-, 

PP- 

254,  28G,  288, 

3. 

Ibid .  , 

?P» 

292,  350,  89, 

4. 

Ibid".  , 

303 

331,  50,  92 

5. 

Ibid. , 

31  9 

342   72   92 

5 . 

Ibid., 

331 

350 ]  50 ]  92 

7. 

Ibid., 

ZAc 

76,  89 

8. 

Ibid. , 

72, 

So,  86,  89,  92 
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2.   AIvl^TUAL  ZEPORT  OF  Tli  TOWl  OFFICERS,  1869--.   3  vols.,  1  folder, 
10  pam-slilets  (3  vols.,  18o9-l?2?  ,  1-3;  1  folder,  1392,  10 
T)anix)hlets,  1930  —  ,  unlabeled).  Missing:  18G5-58,  1870-71, 
1874.   Title  varies:  Annual  Town  Reports,  1869-1891,  1893-1929, 
3  vols. 
Cont&ins  reports  of  tovm  officers  and  connittees  as  described  in  entries 
3,  13,  37,  44,  47,  49-54,  59-61,  65,  70,  74,  78.  Also  contains: 
i.   Balance  sheet  of  town  accounts,  1927,  1932,  1935,  1937: 

^.  Asaet:'::  -.■'•nount  of  e^tinster?.  receipts,  overdravm  and 
receivable  accounts,  balance. 

b.  Liabilities:  Amount  of  payrients  for  taxes,  value  of 

reserve  and  special  funds,  amount  of  surplus. 

c.  Private  and  tovjn  funds,  amount  of.   For  report  of 

trustees  of  Miller  fund,  see  iv  f . 
ii.   Books  added  to  library  during.,  year,  list  of,  1908-9,  1911,  1914, 
1923 — :   Kane  of  author,  title  of  book.   For  list  of  books  in 
library  1910,  191P-13,  1915-22,  see  entry  65-i. 
iii.  Jury  list,  1905 — :  Names  of  persons  selected  for  jury  service. 
For  jury  list  1'300-1904,  see  entry  13-ii. 
iv.   Special  rer^orts,  1912,  1915-1924,  1928-31,  1936: 

a.  Coimiittee  on  repairs  to  To'<vn  T'all,  1875. 

b.  Consultant  nurse,  1936:  Account  of  services  rendered 

school  nurse,  account  of  activities  concerning  "('ell 
Child  conference,  number  of  children  tested  with 
audiometer. 

c.  District  nurse,  1"28-31:  Number  of  bedside  and  investi- 

£8tinf-,  calls  made,  lectures  and  m^eetings  attended; 
totals;  amount  of  money  collected  durinr  year. 

d.  State  auditor,  1922:  Amount  of  total  receipts,  pay- 

m.ents,  outstanding  checks;  amount  of  taxes  collected, 
outstanding,  abated;  amount  of  payments  to  treasurer, 
balance;  name,  value  of  special  funds;  amount  of 
income,  payments  from  funds;  psr  value  of  securities; 
amount  of  accounts  receivrble,  overdraxvn,  deficit, 
temporary  loans. 

e.  Supervisor  of  elem.entary  education  of  the  Corpmonwealth 

of  Massachusetts  concerning  consolidation  of  schools, 
1923. 

f.  Trustees  of  Miller  fund,  1912,  1916-21,  1924:  ;jnouuT 

of  de-osits,  balance;  fnount,  type  of  loans.   For 
orders  drawn  on  fund  1891-1919,  see  entry" 32-ii;  for 
recei-its  r^nd  expenditures  1880-1925,  see  entry  72. 
V.   Town  officers,  list  of-,  1875:  Names  of  officials,  length  of 
terr.  of  office, 
vi.  Valuations  list,  1888,  1907,  1914,  1920,  1923,  1925,  1931,  1936: 
Fariie  of  property  o^jner,  valuation  of  real  rr.d  personal 
property.   1888,  1907  includes  description  of  property;  1888 
includes  list  of  proper t'-'  exemnted  from,  taxation. 
No  arr.   No  index.  Ptd.  Vols.,  300  pp.  9x5  x  1^;  folder,  9  x  5  x  ^; 
paraphlets,  50  pp.  9  x  5  x  ^-.   State  Library,  Stste  Fouse,  Boston.   (Also 
42  vols.,  1859--;  town  va.^  T.E..  ) 
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3.  (A"MU^i  REPORT  07  SELECTIIEW)  ,  1869,  187S-73,  1875  —  .   In  tjinual 
Report  of  the  Town  Officers,  entry  2. 

Contains: 

i.   Baptist  Corner  Bridge,,  names  of  donors  to  construction  of,  1900. 
ii.   Financial  statement: 

a.  A-^propriations,  ar.:ount  of,  1859,  1872-73,  1877 — ; 

amount  for  ensuing  year,  1884-89,  1903 — . 

b.  Assets  and  liabilities,  1887-1905,  1908:  Amount,  source 

of  assets;  amount,  cause  of  liabilities. 

c.  Debts,  1859,  1873,  1935:  Names  of  bondholder,  value  of 

bond,  1859,  1873  includes  date  of  draft,  maturity  of 
bond. 

d.  Expenditures,  1869,  1872,  1878,  1881--:  Name  of  payee; 

am.ount ,  p'urpose  of  pa^'inent ,  1883 —  includes  summary 
of  selectmen's  orders,  classification  of  ex'oenditures. 

e.  Receipts:  Name  of  payer;  amount,  source  of  income; 

balance.   For  treasurer's  report  of  tovjn  finances 
1875-75,  1906—,  see  entry  44. 
iii.  Funds,  record  of,  1831 — :  Amount  of  pajiiient  from  Miller  fund, 
names  of  payees,  1682 —  includes  som.e  data  on  7/1-ating  Street 
fund. 
iv.  Narrative  account  of  departmental  activities,  1875,  1882-85; 
RecomrAenrlations  concerning  finances,  buildings,  appointment 
of  teachers. 
V.   Property  at  town  farm,  list  of,  1895-98:   Quantity,  value  of 

each  item.   For  inventory  of  property  1884-95,  see  entry  1-i. 
vi.   School -district  statistics,  1872-73:  Total  school  enrollment; 
average,  percentage  of  pupil  attendance;  length  of  school 
year,  amount  of  funds  allotted  each  school  district;  cost  of 
board  for  teachers,  maintenance  of  schools  per  scholar. 
vii.  Valuation  lists,  1881-86,  1889 — :  Ar^ount  of  valuation  of  real, 
personal  property;  number  of  polls;  amount  of  poll  tax,  tax 
rate,  total  assessments.   Includes:   1885-85,  1889 — ,  number 
of  horses,  co'.vs,  sheep;  1385,  1896-97,  number  of  dvjellings; 
1885,  nam.es  of  taxpayers  assessed  for  $25  and  up,  amount  of 
each  payment,  valuation  of  all  tovm  property;  1889 — ,  number 
of  swine  assessed;  1889,  number  of  acres  of  land;  1893,  1895, 
1904 — ,  number  of  fowl;  1929 — ,  number,  amount  of  valuation 
of  assessed  automobiles;  amount  of  motor  vehicle  tax,  abate- 
ments. 

4.  lai'^JI^L   REPORT  OF  SI^IJiCTI'iEK  (on  Treasurer's  Accounts),  1836-68. 
1  bdl.  " 

Verification  of  treasurer's  expenditures  for  schools,  roads,  bridges,  tax 
collections,  public  welfare,  ringing  church  bell,  recording  of  vital 
statistics,  services  of  constable;  balance  in  treasury,  date  of  report, 
signatures  of  selectmen.   Arr.  by  date  of  report.  No  index.  lidvi/. 
9  X  3  X  2-  . 
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5.  (Record  of)  TO'ffl  0RDSR3 ,  1884—.   13  vols. 

Approval  of  warrants  for  psjinent  of  departmental  expenses:  Name  of  payee, 
de-oartment  charged;  amount,  purpose  of  paw.ent ;  date  of  warrant.  Axr.  by 
date  of  warrant.  No  index.  Edw.   75  pp.  10  x  10  x  1.   10  vols.,  1884- 
1923,  townva.;  3  vols.  ,  1924—,  safe,  m.  2;  first  fl.,  T.II. 

For  treasurer's  record  of  orders  1906 — ,  see  entry  44-iii. 

6.  LIST  0?  PERSONS  RECEIVING  STATE  AID,  1866-1904.   1  vol. 
Naii:e,  address,  age,  service  record  of  recipient;  number  of  dependents; 
amount,  date  of  aid.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  recipient.  No  index.  Edw. 
237  pp.   13  X  8  X  1. 

7.  PETITION  filJD   ORDEF;  OF  NOTICE  TO  VIE";/  (Roads),  1771  —  .   10  bdls. 
Petitions  and  selectmen's  orders  to  viev;  roads  for  relocation  and  repair: 
Name,  location,  description,  bounds  of  roads;  date  of  petition,  order, 
laying  out  of  road.  Arr.  by  date  of  petition.  No  index.  Edvj.  to  1894, 
bdw.  on  ptd.  foin  thereafter.   11  x  4  x  3.   6  bdls.,  1771-1894,  town  va. ; 
1  bdl.,  1895-1911,  rm.  3;  3  bdls.,  1912--,  safe,  rm.  2;  first  fl.,  T.E. 


II.   TO'-Vl.'  CLERI-:^ 


2 
A  town   clerlv  has   been   elected  annuall^^  since   1765.        From  1796 

through  1813,  except  for  1806;  from  1820  through  1822;  and  since  1898, 

the  town  clerk  has  been  elected  tovm  treasurer  also.-^ 

Except  where  otherwise  noted,  all  records  are  in  the  tovm  vault, 
first  floor.  Town  Eall. 


Proprietors'  Records 
(See  also  entry  29-ii,-iii) 

8.   PROPRIETORS'  RECORDS  -  TO'Jl^  OF  iGEFIELD,  Dec.  5,  1735-1808. 
1  vol. 
Minutes  of  T>roprietors'  meetings,  March  13,  1738-1808:   Date,  place  of 
meeting;  list  of  articles  to  be  voted  on  and  decisions  thereon,  names  of 
comr:itteemen  elected  to  manae:e  affairs;  attest,  sitnature  of  clerk. 


1.  For  the  statutory  origin  and  developm.ent  of  this  office,  see 
Town  and  City  C-overnraqnt  in  Massachusetts.  oj2..  cit. 

2.  (SCRAPS  OF  FL;\:-TTATI0N  "■  IT)  TO.'N  records")",'  or^.  cit.  ,  ri^.  8,  2^': 
TOW  records,  I,  pp.  1,  255;  VI,  pT^.  5,  53 

3.  TOim  RECORDS ,  I,  pp.  119V'l59,  255;  II,  vo.   124,  136;  T/,  r,p. 
437,  489;  VI,  v.    53 
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8.  PROPRIETORS'  RECORDS  -  TO\rj   07  A3HFISLD,  (Cont'd). 
JlIso  conteins: 

i.  Act  (cop3/)  of  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay  relative  to  grant 
of  land  to  original  settlers  of  Ashfield,  Dec.  5,  1735. 
ii.  Division  of  lots,  record  of:  Nunber,  description  of  lot; 

nunber,  date  of  drawing  of  lot;  nanes  of  proprietors,  descend- 
ants or  representatives  vjho  drew  lots, 
iii.  VJarrants  (copies)  notifying  proprietors  of  meeting:  Place, 

date,  tine  of  neetin^;  list  of  articles  to  be  voted  on.  For 
petition  for  meetings  1743-65,  see  entry  19, 
iv.  Committeemen's  returns  (copies):  Statement  that  committeemen 
have  notified  proprietors  of  meeting;  names  of  committeemen; 
attestation  of  clerk, 
Arr.  chron.  No  index.  Hdv;.  500  pp.  13  x  9  x  2.  Safe,  rm.  2,  first 
fl.,  T.R. 

9.  TREASURER'S  RECORDS  (of  Receipts  end  Expenditures),  1746-64. 
2  vols. 

Receipts:  Nsme  of  payer;  amount,  source,  date  of  income.  Expendi- 
tures: Name  of  payee;  amount,  purpose,  date  of  payment,  Arr.  chron. 
No  index.  EdvJ.   75  pp.  15  x  6  x  1. 

10.  (DOCm-SNTS  or  EBEKETER  ITOTT),  1690,  1735,  1761.   1  bdl. 
(dated). 

List  of  soldiers  serving  under  Captain  Ebenezer  Hunt,  1690;  copy  of 
petition  of  Ebenezer  Hunt  and  others  praying  for  a  grant  of  land  for 
establishment  of  a  township,  Dec.  5,  1735;  copy  of  will  of  Ebenezer 
Hunt,  October  30,  1761.  No  arr.  No  index.  Edvj.  8x4x3. 

11.  PROPRIETORS'  LOTS  OF  TOVffT  OF  ASIIFIELD,  1760.   1  map. 
Land  tenure  map  showing  location,  area,  bounds  of  lots  granted  to 
original  settlers.   Frederick  G.  Kawes.  Ashfield,  publisher  unlmown. 
Blueprint,  framed.  Scale,  1":20C'.   24  x  24.  Rm.  3,  first  f 1 . ,  T.E. 


Minutes  and  Reports 
(See  also  entry  8) 

12.   RECORDS  -  TO'Hn'  OF  ^ijIZFISLD,  1776—.   5  vols.  (5  vols.,  1776- 
1813,  1835—,  unlabeled;  1  vol.,  1614-35,  narked  No.  4.) 
Title  varies:   No  title,  1776-1313,  1835-1905,  3  vols.;  Town 
Records,  1814-35,  1  vol. 
l-'iinutes  of  town  meetings:  Place,  date  of  meetings;  list  of  articles  to 
be  voted  on  and  decisions  thereon;  attestation  of  tovm  clerk.  Also 
contains  copies  of: 

i.  Lists  of  licensed  dogs,  1862-76:  Number,  date  of  license;  name 
of  dor  ovraer,  description  of  dog;  attestation  of  tovm  clerk. 
ii.  Lists  of  persons  liabfee  to  do  military  duty,  1840-72:  Names 

of  nersons,  attestation  of  town  clerk-.   1854-72  includes  age, 
occupation  of  person.   For  lists  1383-93,  see  entry  31. 
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IL.     RSC0HD3  -  TOV.II  OF  i:^:TISLD,  (Cont'd), 
iii.  "ifarrants  for  tovm  neetings:   Date  of  vjarrant;  date,  time,  place  of 
meeting;  list  of  articles  to  be  voted  on,  names  of  selectmen. 
Includes  constable's  return:  Date  of  return,  name  of  constable, 
attestation  of  town  clerk.  For  petitions  for  neetings  1765-99, 
see  entry  19;  for  copies  of  vjarrants  1765-75,  see  entry  £9-ivi 
Arr.  chron.  No  index.  Kdw.   2  vols.,  1776-1813,  1854-1905,  binding  in 
poor  condition.   273  pp.  14  x  6  x  1  to  503  pp.  12  x  9  x  2.   Safe,  rm.  2, 
first  fl. ,  T.K. 

For  copies  of  minutes  of  town  meetings  1765-75,  see  entry  29-ii. 

13.   (AIJITIJAL  REPORT  OF  TO:nT  CLERIZ)  ,  1875-76,  1891—.   In  Annual  Report 
of  the  Tovm  Officers,  entry  2. 
Contains: 

i.   Bylaws,  abstract  of  tovm,  1900-1902. 
ii.   Jury  list,  1900-1904:  Karnes  of  persons  chosen  for  jury  service. 
For  jury  list  1905 — ,  see  entry  £-iii. 
iii.  Licenses  issued,  record  of,  1910,  1915-23:  Number  of  sporting,, 

trapping,  dog  licenses  issued.   1921  includes  aiTiount  of  license 
fee  collections, 
iv.  Vital  statistics: 

a.  Births:   Name  and  date  of  birth  of  child,  naine  of  father, 

1875-76,  1898--;  total  number  of  births,  1891-97;  name 
of  mother,  1898. 

b.  Marriages:   Nam.es  of  bride  and  groom,  date  of  marriage,  ■ 

1875-76,  1398—;  total  number  of  m^arriages,  1891-97; 
town  of  residence  of  parties,  1908 — . 

c.  Deaths:   N^one,  age  of  decedent,  1895 —  includes  place, 

date  of  death. 


Vital  Statistics 
(See  also  entr3'  13-iv) 

14.   -DIRTI-B  -  DEAT'-o  -  m(PJllI:GES   IV,   TOTN  OF  ;l3HFIELD,  1735—.   5  vols, 
(dated). 
Contains  record  of: 

i.  "irths:  Name  ,  sex,  color  of  child;  place,  date  of  birth;  names, 
address,  occupations  of  parents;  name  of  attending  physician, 
ii.   Deaths:  Name,  age  of  deceased  person;  name  of  attending  physician, 
place  of  interment;  cause,  date  of  death. 
iii.  Marriages:  Names,  addresses,  occupations  of  contracting  parties; 
names,  addresses  of  parents;  nai^ies  of  witnesses  and  clergyman; 
date  of  marriage. 
Arr.  by  subject  and  chron.  thereunder.   1755-1S53,  no  index;  for  index 
1854—,  see  entry  15.  Edw.   300  -ov.   14  x  10  x  2.  Safe,  rm.  2,  first  fl., 
T.H. 


45 
Town  Clerk  -  Vital  Statistics  (15-20) 

15.  INDEX  TO  BIRTI'3,  DEATHS,  VJiHRlAGES ,   1854—.   5  vols. 
Names  of  parties,  volume  and  page  reference.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of 
party.  Edw.   150  pp.  11  x  9-|-  x  1-|.  Safe,  rm.  2,  first  fl,,  T.H. 

16.  RETURN  OF  A  BIRTtl  -  CERTIFICATE  OF  MARRIAGE  -  RETURN  OF  TEIE 
DEATtTS,  1893—.   1  file  box,  10  bdls. 

Contains: 

i.  Birth  returns:  Name,  sex,  color,  weight  of  child;  place, 

date  of  birth;  names,  address,  occupations  of  parents;  name 
of  attending  physician. 
ii.  Death  returns:  Name,  age  of  deceased  person;  names  of  parents, 
place  of  interment;  cause,  date  of  death, 
iii.  Record  of  marriage  certificates:   Names,  addresses,  occupa- 
tions, birthplaces  of  contracting  parties;  names  of  parents  and 
clergjiiian;  place,  date  of  marriage. 
Arr.  chron.  No  index,  Edv;.  on  ptd.  form.  File  box,  8x2x6;  bdls., 
10  X  4  X  2.   1  file  box,  1893-1914,  town  va.  ;  10  bdls.,  1915—,  safe, 
residence  of  Allison  G.  Kowes  (tovm  cl.),  Steady  Lane. 

17.  (Record  of)  I'ARRIAGES,  1858-1905.   1  vol. 

Names,  addresses,  ages,  birthplaces,  prior  marital  status  of  contracting 
parties;  names  of  parents;  name,  title  of  person  officiating;  occupation 
of  groom,  date  of  marriage.  Arr.  by  date  of  marriage.  No  index.  Kdw. 
200  pp.  18  X  12  X  1.  Safe,  rm.  2,  first  fl.,  T.K. 


Mortgages,  Petitions,  Leases 

18.  (Record  of  Personal  Property)  I<'0?.TGAGES ,  1827 — .   6  vols. 
Name  of  mortgagor,  mortgagee;  location,  description,  valuation  of  prop- 
erty; amount,  date  of  mortgage.  Arr.  by  date  of  mortgage.  No  index. 
Kdw.  on  ptd.  form.   450  pp.  13  x  9  x  2.  2  vols.,  1827-82,  tovm  va.;  1 
vol.,  1383-1917,  safe,  rm.  2,  first  fl.,  T,E. ;  3  vols.,  1918 — ,  residence 
of  Allison  G.  Howes  (tovm  cl.),  Steady  Lane. 

19.  (PETITIONS  FOR  MEETINGS) ,  1743-99.  4  bdls.  (dated). 
Petitions  for  proprietors'  meetings  to  1765,  tovm  meetings  thereafter: 
Articles  to  be  voted  upon,  date  of  meeting,  signature  of  clerk.   In- 
cludes record  of  redivision  of  lands  and  road  la3''-outs.  Arr.  by  date  of 
meeting.  No  index.  Hdw.  7  x  3  x  {;. 

20.  A  COPY  OF  A  LEASE  OF  A  LOTT  OF  LAI'T),  1794.   1  bdl. 

Copies  of  leases  to  ministerial  and  school  lands:  Name  of  lessor,  lessee; 
location  of  land,  amount  of  consideration;  terms,  date  of  lease;  signa- 
tures of  vvitnesses>  volui".ie  and  page  reference  to  instrimients  recorded  in 
county  registry  of  deeds.  Arr.  by  date  of  lease.  No  index.  Hdw. 
7x3x1. 
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Licenses 
(See  also  entries  1-ii,  13-iii) 

21.  (Record  of)  DOG  LICEI©E(s)  ,  1901— »  28  vols.  Missing:  1902-3, 
1905,  1907,  1910,  1913.  Prior  records  destroyed. 

Name,  address  of  dog  owner;  name^  age,  sex,  breed,  color  of  dog;  date  of 
issue,  expiration  of  license.  Arr.  by  date  of  issue.  No  index.  Hdv;.  on 
ptd.  form.  100  pp.  12  x  5  x  1.  20  vols.,  1901-28,  town  va.;  8  vols., 
1929 — ,  residence  of  Allison  G.  Eovres  (town  cl.).  Steady  Lane. 
Ibr  list  of  licensed  dogs  1862-76,  see  entry  12-i. 

22.  LICENSE  BOOK,  1935 — .   2  vols.  Prior  records  destroyed* 
Record  of  licenses  granted:  Name,  address  of  applicant;  location,  type 
of  business;  date  of  application;  type,  date  of  issue  of  license.  Arr. 
by  date  of  issue.  No  index.  Ildw.  on  ptd.  form.  50  pp.  14  x  5  x  -J. 
Desk,  rm.  3,  first  fl.,  T.H. 

23.  LICENSE  TO  CARRY  PISTOL  OR  REVOLVER,  1926— .   1  vol. 

Record  of  persons  licensed  to  carry  arms:  Name,  address,  birthplace,  age, 
sex,  color,  height,  weight  of  applicant;  reason  for,  date  of  issue  of 
permit;  signature  of  clerk.  Arr.  by  date  of  issue.  No  index.  Hdw.  on 
ptd.  form.  100  pp.  7x4x1.  Rm.  3,  first  fl.,  T.H. 


Maps 

(See  also  entry  11 ) 

24.  TOV/N  OF  ASI-IEIELD,  May  27,  1795;  Dec.  21,  1830.   2  maps. 
Land  tenure  m.aps  showing  lay-out  and  ovmership  of  town  land:  Names  of 
lot  o'.vners;  names,  locations  of  streets,  roads.  Author,  publisher  un- 
knovm.  Black-and-white.  No  scale.   24  x  24,  15  x  12. 

25.  (PUBLIC  WORIS  MAPS),  1903.   16  m.aps. 

Construction  maps  showing  pipe  lines  and  conduits  of  Ashfield  Water 
Works,  proposed  sewer  beds,  electric  light  and  pole  locations,   F.  E. 
Davis.  Greenfield,  publisher  unknovm.  Blueprint.   Scale,  1":200'. 
20  X  8.   Cabinet,  rm.  3,  first  fl.,  T.PI. 

26.  ASflFIELD  WATZR  '/ORIS,  1904.   2  maps. 

Construction  maps  showing  location  of  pipe  lines,  mains,  high  and  lovj 
pressure  hydrants.  A.  H,  Beers,  Vfliately,  publisher  unknown.  Black- 
and-white.  Scale,  1":40*.   40  x  40. 
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Miscellaneous 

27.  0A1HS  OF  OFFICERS,  1817-1928.   2  vols. 

Record  of  toiwn  officers'  oaths  taken  upon  induction  into  office:  Name 
of  officer,  person  administering  oath;  term  of  office,  date  of  induction, 
signature  of  town  clerk.  Arr.  by  date  of  induction.  No  index.  Hdvj. 
200  pp.  12  X  7  X  2.  Safe,  rn.  2,  first  f 1 . ,  T.H. 

28.  CERTIFICATE  OF  TI"E  OATtl  OF  Tr^E  TOlW  OFFICERS,  1821-42.   1  bdl. 
(dated). 

Certificates  of  oaths  taken  upon  induction  into  office  by  clerk, 
assessors,  tax  collector,  treasurer:  Name  of  official,  title  of  office, 
date  of  administration,  certification  of  justice  of  the  peace.  Arr.  by 
date  of  oath.  No  index.  Hdw.   8x2x2. 

29.  (SCRAPS  OF  PLANTATION  AMD  TOVJN  RECORDS),  1736-75.   1  vol. 
Contains  copy  of: 

i.  Act  of  incorporation  of  town  of  Ashfield,  June  21,  1765.  For 
description,  see  entry  91. 
ii.  Minutes  of  proprietors'  meetings,  1738-75,  minutes  of  town 

meetings,  1765-75:  Place,  date  of  meeting,;  nature  of  busi- 
ness transacted;  attestation  of  clerk. 
iii.  Record  of  land  grants  to  original  proprietors,  1736:  Name  of 
proprietor,  description  of  property,  date  of  grant, 
iv.   Tovm-meeting  warrants,  1755-75:   Date  of  warrant;  time,  place 
of  meeting;  list  of  articles  to  be  acted  on;  names  of  se- 
lectmen, attestation  of  town  clerk. 
V.  Valuation  tables,  1766,  1771:  Number  of  polls,  names  of 

persons  assessed;  number  of  houses,  lands,  livestock  ovmed; 
amount  of  assessment;  names  of  assessors,  attestation  of 
to^vn  clerk. 
Arr.  chron.   No  index.  Kdw.   150  pp.  13  x  8  x  1.   Safe,  rm.  2,  first 
fl.,  T.K. 

30.  (SCRAP  ALBUTc)  ,  1765,  1780.   1  vol. 
Contains: 

i.   Copy  of  warrant,  signed  by  Tb.omas  "Jilliams,  issued  by  the 
general  court  to  Samuel  Belding  to  call  the  first  town 
meeting  in  Ashfield,  Dec.  21,  1755. 
ii.  Record  of  perambulations  showing  tovm  boundary  lines,  1765. 
iii.  Selectmen's  orders  on  treasurer  authorizing  payment  of 
bountv  to  soldiers,  Oct.  16,  1780. 
Arr.  by  date  of  record.  No  index.  Kdw.   50  pp.  14  x  12  x  1-;^-. 

31.  LIST  OF  ENROLLED  MILITIA,  1885-93.   1  bdl. 

Names  of  men  liable  for  military  duty,  date  of  listing.  Arr.  by  date 
of  listing.  No  index.  Kdw.  8  x  S-^r  x  2. 

For  militia  roll  1840-72,  see  entry  12-ii. 
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32.  ('JILL  OF  SALMON  I-.ULLER,   ORDERS  mA-riT  OK  Iv:iLLER  lUND,    TOV/N  FARM 
PURa::ASE),   1362,   1891-1919.      1  vol. 

Contains: 

i.      Copy  of  v;ill   of  Salmon  Miller  leaving  money  and  real  estate   to 
the   town   for    the  benefit  of  the   poor,  May  5,   18S2. 
ii.     Orders  drawn  on  Miller  f^ind,    1891-1919,    showing  date,   amount  of 
order.      For   receipts   and  expenditures  of  fund  1880-1925,    see 
entry  72. 
iii.     Record  of  purchase  of  property  for   town  farm  from  Elias  and 
Charles  Rogers,   showing  amount  paid. 
Arr.    chron.     No   index.     Edw.      189  pp.    10  x  8  x  1. 

33.  RECORD  OF  EAR  IIARKS,   1765-75.      1   bdl. 

Identification  marks  on   cattle  and   swine:     Name   of  owner,    description  of 
ear  mar::,    date  of  registration.     Arr.   by  date  of  registration.     No   index. 
Edw.   10  X  4  X  ;^. 


III.     RSGIS'TRAES  OF  VOTERS"'- 


Although  lists  of  voters   have   been  ':ept  by  the   selectmen   since 
1816,    formal  meetings  of  the  selectmen   as  registrars   in  Ashfield   commence 
in  1883,2     ^  state   act  of  1884  vjl:ile  requiring   the  establishjnent   of  a 
board  of  registrars  of  voters  permitted,    in  tovms  having  less  than  300 
registered  voters,   the   selectmen  together  vjith  the   town  clerk,    ex-officio , 
to   serve   in   this   capacity.^ 

34.  (MINUTES  OF  MEETINGS  OF  REGISTRARS  OF  VOTERS),   1883--.      In 
(I'inutes  of  Selectmen's  Meetings)  ,   entry  1. 

Names,  addresses  of  registrars;  action  on  dropping,  adding  names  to  voting 
list;  investigation  of  illegal  voters,  questionable  names;  dates  of  meet- 
ings. 

35.  GEKERAL  REGISTER  OF  VOTERS,  1816--.  11  rolls,  4  vols.  Missing: 
1830-54,  1870-75.   Title  varies:  List  of  Voters,  1815-69,  11 
rolls. 

Name,  address,  age,  occupation  of  voter.  1877 —  includes  birthplace, 
signature  of  voter;  date  of  registration.  No  index.  Edw.  Rolls,  13  x  3 ; 
vols.,  50  pp.  16  X  10-^-  X  2.   11  rolls,  1816-59,  town  va.;  4  vols.,  1877--, 
safe,  rm.  2;  first  fl,,  T.E. 


1.  For  the  statutory  origin,  development  p.nd   functions  of  this  office, 
see  Tovjn  and  City  Government  in  Massachusetts,  op.  cit. 

2.  See  entries  35  and  34,  respectively 

3.  Acts,  1884,  ch.  298,  sees.  14,  49 
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IV .   ASSESSORS 


Three  assessors  vjere  elected  for  one-year  terns  in  1765,  1767,  1773, 
1784-1789  inclusive,  and  1796.    In  the  intervening  years  and  since  1797 
it  has  usually  been  voted  that  the  selectmen  serve  as  assessors. 
According  to  present  practice,  the  new  selectman  elected  each  year  is 
elected  as  assessor  and  meinber  of  the  board  of  public  welfare  also. 4 

Except  where  othenvise  noted,  all  records  are  in  the  Town  Kail* 

36.   (I'EErlUTES  OF  IHETIJUS  OF  ASSESSORS),  1883  —  .   In  (IJinutes  of 
Selectiien's  Heeting,s)  ,  entry  1. 
Recommendations  for  tax  abgtenents,  proposals  for  tax  cjianges,  adjust- 
ment of  tax  assessments;  time,  place,  date  of  raeeting. 

37  .   (AM\Wi  REPORT  OF  ASSESSORS)  ,  1074,  18S5.   In  Annual  Report 
of  the  Town  Officers,  entry  2. 
Valuation  and  tax  lists:  Name  of  taxpayer;  description,  amount  of 
valuation  of  real  and  personal  property;  total  tax  pai^ments;  amount  of 
poll  tax,  tax  rate;  ai?.ount  of  state,  county,  town  assessments;  number  of 
polls,  dwellings,  horses,  cows,  sheep,  acres  of  land  taxed;  certification 
of  list  by  justice  of  the  peace. 

38,  VALUATION  LISTS,  1790 — .   10  bdls.,  127  vols.  Missing: 
1831-35. 

Nam.e,  address  of  taxpayer;  location,  description,  valuation  of  property; 
amount,  tj-pe,  date  of  tax.   10  bdls.,  1790-1328,  arr.  by  year;  127  vols., 
1817 — ,  arr.  by  year  and  thereunder  alph.  by  name  of  taxpa?7er.  No  index. 
Edw.   Bdls.,  writing  faded,  paper  poor.   Bdls.,  14  x  3  x  3 ;  vols.,  125  pp. 
14f  X  13-^  X  {..   10  bdls.,  1790-1828,  118  vols.,  1817-1928,  town  va.; 
9  vols.,  1929—,  safe,  rm.  2,  T.K. 

For  published  valuation  lists  1888,  1907,  1914,  1920,  1923,  1925, 
1931,  1936,  see  entry  2-vi,  1881-86,  1389  —  ,  see  entry  3-vii,  1874  and 
1885,  see  entry  37;  for  tax  commitments  1885—,  see  entry  42. 

39.  t:OTOR  "^/EPTICLE  EXCISE  (Assessments),  1929  —  .   9  vols.   Tax 
authorised  by  law  1929. 

Name,  address  of  owner;  ma^re ,  year,  model,  tync  ,  valuation  of  car; 
amount,  period,  date  of  tax.  Ar-r.  by  date  of  assessment.   No  index.  Hdw, 
15  pp.   18  X  14  X  {.   Safe,  r..:.  2,  first  fl. 
For  tax  receipts,  see  entry  43. 


iT  For  the  statutory  origin  and  development  of  this  office,  see 
Town  and  City  Govermnent  in  Massachusetts,  op.  cit. 

2.  (SCRAPS  OF  plantation"  AND  TOVJN  RECORDS)  ,  op.  cit.,  pp.  8,  11 » 
22;  TO'^^I  RECORDS,  I,  pn.  56,  78,  119 

3.  TO'M  RECORDS,  III,  pp.  not  numbered;  IV,  pp.  375,  410;  V,  pp. 
28,  466;  VI,  pp.  5,  53 

4.  Ibid.,  VI,  p.  53 
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40.  COmiTT-IMT  (List  of)  MOTOR  VEHICLE  EXCISE,  1925  —  ,  8  vols, 
(dated).  Tax  authorized  by  law  1929. 

Name,  address  of  car  owner;  type,  year,  motor  number  of  vehicle;  amount, 
date  of  tax,  interest  accrued.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  car  owner.  No 
index.  Edw.   37  pp.  11  z  9  x  -^.   4  vols.,  1929-32,  tovm  va. ;  4  vol., 
1933--,  rm.  2;  first  fl. 

41.  ABATEJiE>]T  RECORD,  1909 — ,   1  vol.  Prior  records  destroyed. 
Name  of  taxpayer;  amount,  date  of  tax;  amount,  cause,  date  of  abatement. 
Arr.  by  date  of  abatement.  No  index.  Edvj.  '  100  pp.  12  x  8  x  |-.   Safe, 
rm.  2,  first  fl. 


V.   TAX  COLLECTOR-' 


Prior  to  1802,  actual  collection  of  taxes  in  Ashfield  as  in  most 
t'lassacbusetts  tov;ns  was  entrusted  to  the  constables.   The  office  of 
collector  of  taxes-  was  struck  off  to  the  lowest  bidder  from  1802  through 
1892.2  On  a  fev;  occasions  the  tax  collector,  after  the  bidding,  was 
also  formally  elected  constable.^  From  1893  through  1905,  the  tax 
collector  was  paid  a  fixed  salary  and  almost  alv/ays  was  elected  constable 
as  vj ell. 4  Since  1906  a  tax  collector,  who  holds  no  other  office,  has 
been  elected  annually  at  a  fixed  salary.^ 

In  addition  to  the  following  records,  see  entry  47  for  certifica- 
tion of  collector's  accounts  1892 — . 

42.  TAX  (Commitment)  LIST,  1885—.   34  vols.  Missing:   1889, 
1891-92,  1908,  1912,  1915-21,  1924,  1926-27. 

List  of  real  and  personal  property,  poll  tax  payers:  Name  of  taxpayer; 
amount,  rate,  type  of  tax;  amount,  date  of  payment.  Arr.  alph.  b3^  name 
of  taxpayer.  No  index.  Edw.  100  pp.  9x7x1.  Town  va. ,  first  fl., 
T.H. 

Pbr  valuations  1790 — ,  see  entry  38. 

43.  (Motor  Vehicle)  EXCISE  TAX  Ci3E   (Receipt)  BOOI'^S,  1929—. 
8  vols,  (dated).   Tax  authorized  by  law  1929. 

Name,  address  of  vehicle  ovmer;  amount,  period  of  tax;  interest  charges; 
amount,  cause,  date  of  abatement;  amount,  date  of  payment.  Arr.  by  date 
of  payment.  No  index.   25  pp.  11  x  9  x  I.      4  vols.,  1929-32,  town  va.; 
5  vols.,  1933--,  rm.  2;  first  f 1. ,  T.E. 

For  assessments,  see  entries  39,  40. 


1.  For  the  statutory  origin  and  development  of  this  office,  see 
Town  and  City  Governme nt  in  Massachusetts ,  op.  cit. 

2.  TOIVIT  RECORDS,'!,   ppT~152,   255;    II,' pp.   17,   360;    IV,   26,   397 

3.  Ibid. ,  III,  pp.  not  numbered 

4.  Ibid. ,  rv,  pp.  404,  490 

5.  Ibid.,  V,  pp.  5,  466;  VI,  pp.  5,  53 
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VI.      TOVJN  TREASURER^ 


A  town  treasurer  has  been  elected  annually  since  1766. ^     In  1759, 
1782  and  from  1785  through  1793,   the   treasu-rer  \vas  also  elected  as  town 
clerk. 3     Erom  1796   tlnrough  1813,   with  the  exception  of  1806, ^  from  1820 
through  1822,    and   consecutively'  since  1898,    the   clerk  has  also  been 
elected  as  treas'orer.^     During  the  period  from  1882  th-rough  1895,   the 
treasurer  v.'as  often  elected   as   collector  of  taxes   also«° 

In   addition  to  the'  follovjin^  records,   see  entry  4   for   verification 
of   treasurer's  expendit'ores   lo35-68. 

44.      (A]^P^";\L  RITOnT  OF  TREASURER),    1875-75,   1905--.      In  Annual 
Report  of   the   Town  Officers,    entry  2. 
Contains: 

i.     Assets,   190T — :     Amount  of  balance  on  hand,   uncollected  taxes, 
and  other  money   due   tovm.      1909-26,    1939—   includes  name  of 
debtors,   reason  money  due. 
ii.      Certification  of   traas'jrer' s  accounts  by   auditor,    1909''14. 
For    certifii;ation  of  accounts   1892 — ,   see  entry  47. 
iii.      Disbursuments,    1375-76,    1905--:      Nar.e   of  payee;    amount,    pur- 
pose of  pa:ment,    1875-76;    amount   of  selectmen's   and  school 
coTiimittee' 3  orders,    1906--. 
iv.      Funds,   valuation  of  the  following,    1920-29,    1935-36.    1938—: 
Eliza  Miller^    1925,    1933-36,   1933--;  Kenry  Taylor,    1920-23, 
1933-35,    1938—;  luajor  \J.    Sang',    1921-23,   1933-36,   1938—; 
Salm.on  Miller,    1925,   1953-36,    1938—;   Sm.ith -Hughes,   1920-29; 
Susan  H.  Howes,   1923,    1933-35,   1938--;    town  farm,    1921,    1923, 
1933-36,    1938;    Town  School,   1920-23,    1953-55,   1938;   Watson 
School,    1923,   1933-36,   1938;  "Jliitins  Street,   1923,   1933—. 
V.      Liabilities,   1909-26,   1939:      Name   of  debtor,    loan;    amount, 

purpose  of  debt;    amount   of  yearly  pa^nnent   due,    place   of  pay- 
ment,  rate  of  interest   charged. 
vi.     Receipts:      Name   of  payer;   siTiount ,    source  of  income;    araount  of 
balance  on  hand,    previou.s  year's   tax   collections. 
For  selectm.en's   financial  statesient   1869,   1872-73,    1877  — ,    see 
entry  3-ii. 


1.  For   the   sta'tuVo'vy' 'or  it;in  ~and  "development  of  this   office,    see 
Town  and  City  Govei nr.ient   in  I'"assacJ'us_et_ts,   co._,_ci_t- 

2.  "(SCRAPS   0?  PLAi^'floi'f  '^D  10;:!:^ RECORDS)  ~  op.    cit. ,    pp.    8,   22; 
TO-m  RECORDS,   VI,    T>p.    5,    53 

3.  TO'.T:  RECORDS,    I,    T^p.    119,    159,    177,    255 

4.  (SCRAPS  0?  PLAI-TTATIOF  ATD  TO-.lv  RECORDS),  op.    cit.,   p.    15; 
TO'm  RECORDS,    I,    pp.    47,    52,    101 

5.  Ibid. ,    li,   pp.    124,    155;    TI ,   pp.    437,   489;  VI,   p.   53 
5.      Ibid.,   IV,   pt).   340,   346,   352,    414 
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45.  TREIASURER'S  RECORDS    (Receipts  and  Disbursements)  ,   1746 — . 
9  vols.     Missing:      1811-12. 

Receipts  fron  taxes,    state   and  county  aid,   l^onds,   reimbursenents  from 
other  tovms  for  pupils'   tuition,    trust  fundi,    licenses,  permits:     Nano  of 
payer,   departr.ent   credited;  anount,   source,   date  of  income.     Disburseijjents 
for  construction  end  care  of  roads,   bridges,   t(?vm  institutions,   state  ^d 
county  tax,   departmental   expenses,   bond  interest  and  principal:     Name  of 
payee,   department  charged;   ajaount,  purpose,    date  of  payr.ient.     Arr»    chron. 
No    index.     PIdw.      2  vols.,    1746-64,   75  pp.   15  x  5  x  1;   7  vole.,   1765--, 
500  pp.   14  x  10  X  3.     Town  va. ,    first  fl.,   T,K. 

46.  RECEIPTS  0?   (Bounties  Paid  to)   RETURNED  SOLDIERS,    1861-53. 
1   bdl. 

Acknowledgment  by  Civil  y/ar  soldiers  of  payment   of  bounty  by  town:     Nam.e 
of  soldier,   date  of  application  for  bounty;   amount,  ftate  of  pa^-^Tnent; 
signature  of  soldier.     Arr.   by  d^gite  of  application.     Nb   index.     Hdw. 
8x2x2.     Town  va. ,   first  fl<,   T.K. 


VII .     AUDITOR-^ 

Tcro  auditors  were   elected  annually  from  1899  thjfough  1895.*^     Since 
1896,   the   custom  of  electing  one   auditor  annually  has  been  follovjedo*^ 

In   addition  to  the   following  record,    see  entry  44-ii   for  certifica- 
tion of  treasurer's  accounts  1909-14. 

47.      (AJ^^NUAL  REPORT  OE  AUDITOR),   1892--.     In  Annual  Report  of  the 
Town  Officers,   entry  2. 
Certification  of  selectmen's,   treasurer's,    and  tax  collector's   accounts. 


VIII.      3CFI00L  COH'-JTriE^ 


At  the  first  town  meeting,  held  in  1756,   the   sum  of  four  pounds  was 
voted  for  the  use  of  the   schools.^     In  1772  it  was  voted  to  divide  the 
town  into  three  school  districts ;°  but  the  ntmiber  has  been  increased  from. 


1.  Eor  the  statutory-  origin  and  development  of  this  office,    see 
Town  and  City  Government   in  Massachusetts,   qj>.__  cit. 

2.  TO VjTI  RECORDS,    IV,"  pp.   382 ,"414 

3*     1^11' y    rV'    PP«    420,^390;   VI,    pp.   5,   53 

4.  For  the  statutory  origin  and   development  of  this  office,    see 
Tovm  and   City  Government   in  Mj^ssachusetts,   op»    cit. 

5.  (SCRAPS  OF  PLAI.^fATl"0N"Ai3ir  ID '.VTM  RECORDS )~p.    cit.,   p.   8 

6.  Ibid.,   p.   20  
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time  to  time.  Bj''  1799  the  araount  appropriated  annually  for  the  support 
of  the  schools  had  increased  to  four  hundred  pounds, ■'■  and  by  1811  it 
was  five  hundred  dollars. 

Tb.e  first  election  of  a  committee  to  visit  the  schools  took  place 
in  1817,  vjhen  ten  ;vere  chosen."^  Thereafter  until  1855,  the  usual 
procedure  was  to  elect  two  school  committees  each  year.   The  "superin- 
tending committee"  merely  visited  and  superintended  the  town  schools; 
the  "prudential  committee",  consisting  of  one  representative  from  each 
school  district,  had  the  right  "to  hire  and  settle  with  teachers. "4 
In  1855  it  was  voted  "that  the  inhabitants  of  each  school  district  be 
authorized  to  choose  a  prudential  committee  for  their  respective  dis- 
tricts."5  Thereafter  we  find  the  town  records  chronicling  only  the 
election  of  the  superintending  school  committee,  vjhich  has  remained 
until  the  present  tine.   Since  1858,  it  has  consisted  of  three  members, 
elected,  one  annually,  for  three-year  terms." 

In  1878  it  was  voted  to  reduce  the  number  of  school  districts  to 
ten;  and  it  is  probable  that  the  prudential  school  committees  were  dis- 
solved at  this  time. '7 

Since  1900  the  school  committee  has  employed  a  superintendent  of 
schools. 8  It  currently  appoints  a  high  school  principal,  school  phy- 
sician, school  nurse,  music  supervisor,  teacher  of  home  economics  and 
instructor  of  agriculture  in  addition  to  teachers  and  other  employees.- 
Ashfield,  Cummington,  G-oshen,  and  Plainfield  nov/  constitute  School 
Union  No.  33,  organized  for  the  obvious  economies  involved  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  union  superintendent  of  schools,  toward  whose  salary  the 
state  contributes. 1*^ 

In  addition  to  the  following  records,  see  entry  o-vi  for  school- 
district  statistics  1872-73. 


1.  TO''.^i  RECORDS,  I,  p.  140 

2.  IbJ_c:.,  I,  p.  229 

3.  roid.  ,  II,  p.  49 

4.  Ibid.,  II,  pp.  179,  225 

5.  X^ii*  '  ^>  p-   ^^ 

6.  Ibid.  ,  IV,  ■:.  G6;  VI,  p.  53 

7.  Ibid.,  IV,  p.  319 

8.  Ibid.,  IV,  p.  431 

9.  Ai.:nual  Reports,  1938,  pp.  34-43 

10.  Statement  of  Massachusetts  Department  of  Education 
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Minutes  and  Reports 
(See  also  entry  2-iv  b,   e) 

48.  MINUTES  OF  SCHOOL  COIJfflTTEE  MEETINGS,    1880--.      3  vols. 
Discussions  and  votes  on  appointment  and  salaries  of  teachers,   purchase  of 
textbooks,    curricula,   departriental  expenditures;    time,   place,   date  of 
meeting.      Arr.   by   date  of  meeting.     No   index.     -  Hdw.      200  pp.   12   x  8  x  1. 
2  vols.,    1880-1919,    tovm  va. ,    first  fl.,    T.K.;   1  vol.,   1920--,    residence 
of  litrs.  Hattie  Guilford  (secy.).  Main  St. 

49.  (AflTTUAL  KEPORT  OF  SCTIOOL  COMVIITTEE),    1880-81,   1889—.      In 
Annual  Report  of  the  Town  Officers,    entrj''  2. 

Contains : 

i.  Attendance  and  enrollment  statistics,  1880-81,  1889-1900,  1908: 
Names  of  schools,  total  and  average  membership,  average  and 
percentage  attendance,  length  of  school  term,  1880-81,  1889, 
1891-1900;  names  of  pupils  neit'aer  absent  nor  tardy  during  ■ 
year,  1889-1900;  total  enrollment  and  attendance,  1908. 
ii.   Finances,  record  of  school,  1880-81,  1889,  1891 — : 

a.  Appropriations,  am.ount  of,  1889,  1891» 

b.  Debts,  1880-81,  1891-92:   Ai'.ount  for  each  school 

district,  1880-81;  names  of  teachers,  amount  of 
salary  due  each  district,  1891-92. 

c.  Expenditures,  1881,  1889,  1891-1912:  Amount,  purpose 

of  paj'TP.ents,  1881,  1891;  name  of  employee,  amount  of 
paj-ment  for  wages,  1889,  1891-1912. 

d.  Special  funds,  1922-28,  1930 — :  Amount  of  payments 

from  Smith-Eughes  fund,  1922-28,  1930 — ;  from  George 
Reed  fund,  1930--. 
iii.  Narrative  account  of  school  activities,  1880-81,  1889-93: 

Recommendations  concerning  teachers,  buildings,  equipment.   In- 
cludes:  1889,  names  of  books  in  school  library;  1891,  high- 
school  curriculum, 
iv.  Organization  of  school  committee,  1908-30:  Narp.es  of  corEiittee 

members,  dates  of  expiration  of  terms. 
V.  School  calendar,  1908 — :  Dates  of  holidays,  commencing  and  end- 
ing of  school  terms, 
vi.  School  legislation,  1908-15,  1919. 
vii.  School  statistics,  chart  of,  1908:  Amount  of  valuation  of  tax- 
able tovm  property,  schoolhouses,  and  land;  percentage  of 
assessed  tovm.  valuation  expended  for  schools;  population  of 
tovm;  number  of  male,  female  teachers;  nur.:ber  of  schoolhouses" 
in  use. 

50.   (AI^TUAL  REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SQIOOLS)  ,  1901--,   In 
Annual  Report  of  the  Town  Officers,  entry  2. 
Narrative  account  of  activities  concerning  teachers,  pupils,  buildings, 
studies,  attendance,  enrollment,  discipline  of  pupils,  finances;  occasion- 
ally recommendations  concerning  Sanderson  Academy.   Includes:   1908-16, 
copy  of  school  legislation;  1929,  chart  showing  names  of  schools,  average 
membership,  per  capita  cost  of  schools.  Also  contains: 
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50.   (AIirnJAL  HSPOHT  0?  SUPER lUTELIDEMT  OF  SCHOOLS),  (Cont'd), 
i.  Attendance  and  enrollment  statistics,  1901-31:   Chart  showing 
names  of  schools,  teachers;  average  membership,  attendance; 
total  enrollment  at  each  school,  number  of  pupils  between 
7-14  years  of  age«  Includes:   1908,  chart  of  attendance 
showing  names  of  schools,  length  of  school  terms,  number  of 
pupils  erjTolled;  average  pupil  m.enbership,  attendance;  per- 
centage of  attendance,  number  of  pupils  neigher  absent  nor 
tardy;  1908-9,  names  of  five  schools  with  highest  percentage 
of  attendance;  1910,  1938,  percentage  of  attendance  of  all 
schools. 

ii.  Pupils'  census,  1901,  1903,  1905,  1908-51:  Number  of  pupils 
betvjeen  5-15,  under  5,  over  15  years  of  age,  1901,  1903, 
1905,  1908-15;  number  of  pupils  under  7,  between  14-16,  over 
16  years  of  age,  1916-51;  number  of  illiterate  minors,  1916-21. 
iii.  Pupils'  health  statistics,  1913-14,  1915-18:  Number  of  pupils 
in  each  school  having  defective  sight  or  hearing;  1915-14, 
1917;  number  of  vaccinated  pupils  in  each  grade,  1915-17 j 
chart  shoY/ing  number  of  pupils  having  various  defects,  per- 
centage of  country  and  city  pu;rils  having  each  defect,  1918. 

iv.  Superintendency-union  statistics,  1915-18:   Names  of  towns  in 
union;  amount  of  superintendent's  salary.  State  contribution 
to  salarj^;  proportion  of  salary  paid  by  each  town,  average 
wage  of  teacher,  number  of  pupils  in  each  town,  length  of 
school  year.  1917  includes  amount  of  tax  rate  in  each  town, 
proportion  of  each  town's  tax  assessed  for  schools,  cost  of 
teaching  per  pupil;  1918  includes  number  of  pupils  in  each 
grade  of  each  school. 
V.   Teachers'  statistics,  1908-17,  1929:   Name  of  teacher;  place 
of  graduation,  previous  employment.   Includes:  1908-17, 
amount  of  salary,  date  of  appointiTient  of  teacher;  1910-17, 
town  of  residence  of  teacher. 

51,   (AI-IWUAL  REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  HIYSICIAN)  ,  1910-16,  20—.  In 
Annual  Report  of  the  Town  Officers,  entry  2. 
Narrative  account  of  general  health  conditions;  occasionally,  number  of 
pupils  vaccinated,  affected  with  disease;  list  of  recommended  improve- 
ments. 

52.   (A>TNUAL  RSPOP.T  OF  SCHOOL  NIESE)  ,  1922  —  .  In  Annual  Report  of 
the  Town  Officers,  entry  2. 
Number  of  visits  made  by  nurse  to  hom.es  of  pupils,  schools;  nimiber  of 
pupils  vaccinated,  treated  at  clinics,  examined  by  doctor;  occasionally, 
account  of  health  talks  given  pupils;  number  of  pupils  advised  to  have 
medical  treatment,  hospitalization;  number  of  pupils  having  defective 
sight,  hearing',  liings;  recommendations  for  general  health  improvements. 
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53.  (AtCnJAL  REPORT  OF  MJSIC  SUPERVISOR)  ,    1914-27,   32—.      In  Annual 
Report  of  the  Town  Officers,   entry  2. 

Narrative  account  of  progress  made  d\arin£  year,   list  of  musical   functions 
in  which  class  participated,   recocmendations  for   improvements  of  music 
class. 

54.  (AM>TUAL  REPORT  07  DIRECTOR  OF  SPECIAL  SCHOOL  SUBJECTS)  ,    1928-30. 
In  Annual  Report  of  the  Town  Officers,   entry  2. 

Narrative  account  of  activities  of  music,   dancing,  exercise   classes; 
accomplishments,   objectives  of  work. 

Pupils'  Records 
(See   also   entries  4?-i,    50-i   to   iii,   51,    52,    60-ii) 

55.      (Pupils')   ATTENDANCE  AI!ID  EISOLDSNT  RECORDS  1842  —  .      132  vols. 
Name,    address,    age,   grade,   attendance  record  of  pupil;    names_of  teachers. 
Arr.   alph.  by  name  of  pupil.     No   index.     Kdxv.     22  pp.   12  x  9^-  x  -^.     125 
vols.,    1842-1934,   rm.   1,    first   f 1 . ,    T.H. ;    6  vols.,    1934--,   residence   of 
Eugene  E.    Currie    (supt.),  Main  St. 

56.      SCHOOL  REGISTER,   1890--.      382  vols,    (dated). 
Name,   address,   age,    date  of  birth,   grade,    date  of  enrollment,   attendance 
record  of  pupil;    name,   address  of  parent  or  guardian;   name  of  school, 
teacher.     Includes  total  number  of  pupils  enrolled,   names  of ^visitors. 
Arr.    alph.    by  n?flne  of  pupil.      No    index.     Hdvj.      14  pp.    12  x  9i-  x  z^.     Rm. 
1,   T.H.' 


Financial  Records 
(See  also  entries  44-iii,  49-ii,  50-iv,  60,  62) 

57.   LEDGER,  1913  —  .   2  vols. 
Record  of  expenditures  for  salaries,  maintenance  of  school  buildings, 
textbooks,  stationery,  supplies:  Name  of  payee;  amount,  purpose,  date  of 
expenditure;  voucher  number.  Arr.  by  date  of  expenditure.  No  index. 
Ildw.   50  pp.  24  X  16  X  5.   1  vol.,  1913-  33,  town  va.,  first  fl.,  T.II.; 
1  vol.,  1923 — ,  residence  of  Mrs.  Ilattie  Guilford  (secy.).  Main  St. 


Sanderson  Academy 
(See  also  entries  50,  55,  56) 

58.  RECORDS  -  SAITOERSON  ACADEI.nT,  1817  —  .   2  vols,  (dated). 
Minutes  of  trustees' meetings:  Names  of  trustees,  nature  of  business 
transacted;  time,  place,  date  of  meeting.   Includes  bylaws  of  academy. 
Arr.  by  date  of  meeting.  No  index.  Hdw.   200  pp.  16  x  12  x  1.  Librari- 
an's off.,  Belding  Memorial  Library. 
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School  CoETiittee  -  Sanderson  Academy  (59-63) 

59.  (AI^H^UAL  REPORT  0?  riC'-r'.  SCHOOL  F;E:GIFAL)  ,  1903  —  .   In  Annual 
Report  of  the  Town  Officers,  entry  2. 

Narrative  accoimt  of  school  activities;  findings  and  recoinrnendations  on 
Eiatters  pertaining,  to  teachers,  equipment,  finances,  studies.   Includes: 
1905-15,  copy  of  graduation  prograns ;  1905-10,  1915,  narics  of  hifh  school 
graduates;  1919,  1925-26,  high  school  curriculur.i;  1922,  naines  of  trustees 
of  high  school. 

60.  {iCmJAL   -.IPORT  OF  AGRICULTLTRi;  IITSIRUGTOR)  ,  1914-17,  loi9  — . 
In  Annual  Report  of  the  Town  Officers,  entry  2. 

Narrative  account  of  f'anctioning  of  departrr.ent ,  names  of  students  vjinning 
prizes,  total  enrollinent ,  1913  includes  copy  of  ctLrriculum.  Also  con- 
tains: 

i.   Finances,  record  of,  1933,  1935:  Anount  of  expenditures  for 

salaries,  equipment,  supplies;  amount  of  receipts  from.  State, 

tuition  pa^Tients,  special  f'onds;  net  cost  of  department  for 

previous  year, 
ii.  Pupils'  projects,  chart  of,  1915:   Amount  of  profit  or  loss, 

pupils'  and  fai'iilies'  income  from  projects;  date  of  beginning, 

finishing  \irojects. 

61.  (AI''TirJAL  R2P0"-<T  OF  DIRECTOR  OF  rCl'S  ECOIIOLICS)  ,  1929—.   In 
Annual  Ret)ort  of  the  Tovm  Officers,  entry  2. 

Narrative  account  of  departmental  activities:  Aims,  size,  accor:plish- 
ments  of  class;  recommendations  for  iriprovements. 

52.  SAMDERSO'"  ACADEI-T  TI'ZjiSlP.ER'S  B00L3,  1824—.   3  vols,  (dated), 
Kissing::   1S67-77. 

Expenditures  for  salaries,  supplies,  labor,  repairs:   Name  of  payee; 
amount,  purpose,  date  of  expenditure.  Arr.  by  date  of  expenditure.  No 
index.  Fdw.   150  pp.  16  x  10  x  1.   1  vol.,  1824-77,  town'va. ,  first  fl., 
T.!:.;  2  vols.,  1878 — ,  librarian's  off.,  Belding  Mem.orial  Library. 

53.  ( INirEI'TTORY  AIT)  .rUiPORT  OF  EXE'TJTORS  OF  ESTATE  OF  ALVAil 
3AKDER30ZT)  ,  1817-45.  3  bdls.  (dated). 

Inventory  of  estate  bequeathed  for  a  school  fund  for  Sanderson  Academy: 
Location,  description.,  valuation  of  property;  conditions,  date  of  will; 
.report  on  debts,  legacies  paid  by  executors,  balance  in  treasurer's 
account;  signatures  of  m.embers  of  committee  on  funds  and  president  of 
academy.  Arr.  b^^  subject.   No  index.  YAvj.     10  x  4  x  1.   Tovm  va.  , 
first  fl.,  T.'^I. 
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DC.   TRUSTEES  0?  BELDIKG  lEMORIAl  LIBRAE Y""" 


As  indicated  in  the  general  historical  sketch,  private  libraries 
existed  in  Ashfield  for  many  years,  begirhiing  in  1815.  Authorization  to  the 
selectmen  to  pay  the  Ashfield  Library  Association  $250  for  the  free  use  of 
its  books  to  the  people  of  the  tovm  was  voted  in  1893.2  No  free  public 
library  was  established,  however,  until  1914,  when  Milo  M.  Belding  of  New 
York  City  donated  the  necessary  funds  to  the  town,  in  memory  of  his  father 
and  mother. "5  Trustees  were  chosen  the  same  year.   They  have  always  been 
seven  in  number,  including  two  permanent  members  and  five  others  elected, 
one  annually,  for  five-year  terms. ^  The  officers  of  the  board  are  Presi- 
dent, Vice-President,  Treasurer  and  Secretary;  the  board  as  a  v;hole 
"designate  at  least  three  of  its  members  as  a  finance  committee,  two  of 
■whom  shall  be  the  President  and  Treasurer.   The  said  committee  shall  have 
and  exercise  over  the  finances  of  the  trustees  all  the  power  of  the  board  of 
trustees,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  board. "^ 

Except  where  otherwise  noted,  all  records  are  in  the  librarian's 
office,  first  floor,  Belding  Memorial  Library. 

54.  RECORD  OF  IvIEETINGS  OF  TEE  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES  OF  BELDING  MEMORIAL 
LIBRARY,  1914--.   1  vol. 
Names  of  board  members  present;  names,  duties  of  officers  elected;  dis- 
cussions, activities,  recommendations  of  board;  adoption  of  bylaws  and 
regulations;  time,  place,  date  of  meeting.  Arr.  by  date  of  meeting.  No 
index.  Hdw.   500  pp.  16  x  12  x  2. 

65.   (ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  LIBRARIAN) ,  1910,  1912-13,  1915-22.   In  Annual 
Report  of  the  Town  Officers,  entry  2, 
Contains: 

i.  Books  in  library,  list  of:  Names  of  authors,  titles  of  books 

added  during  year.   For  list  of  books  added  to  library  1908-9, 
1911,  1914,  1923—,  see  entry  2-ii. 
ii.   Circulation  statistics,  1915-22:   Number,  source  of  books  added 
during  year;  num.ber  of  books  and  magazines  in  library,  in 
circulation;  number  of  each  classification  of  books  loaned 
during  year;  occasionally,  number  of  books  loaned  by  branch 
libraries. 


1.  For  the  statutory  origin  and  development  of  this  office,  see 
Town  and  City  Government  in  Massachusetts,  op.  cit. 

2.  T0';M  RECORDS,  IV,  p.  408"" 

3.  COPY  OF  TRUST  INSTRUMENT  TO   'HIE   TOVJN  OF  ASHFIELD,    1914,    1  vol., 
typed.      See   entry   58 

4.  T07/N  RECORDS ,   V,   pp.    140,    149,    456;  VI,    pp.    5,    53 

5.  RECORD  OF  MEETINGS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  TRUSIEES  OF  BELDIIC  MEMORIAL 
LIBRARY,   1914-1939,   1  vol.,   ms.,   p.   3.     See  entry  64 


59 
Trustees  of  Belding  Memorial  Library  (66-69) 

66.   (A>r;^^AL  REPORT  0?  TREASURER  OF  LIBRARY)  ,  1922—.   In  Annual 
Report  of  the  Town  Officers,  entry  2. 
Amount  of  cash,  on  hand;  amount  of  income  from  funds,  fees,  fines;  amount 
of  payraents  for  salaries,  books,  maintenance;  balance. 

57.   TREASURER'S  BOOK  (of  Receipts  and  Expenditures)  OE  'EJl  BELDING 
imiORIAL  LIBRARY,  1914—.   1vol.  (dated). 
Receipts  from  interest  on  trust  funds,  town  appropriations,  fines:  Name 
of  ^ayer;  amount,  source,  date  of  income.  Expenditures  for  books,  sala- 
ries, supplies,  maintenance:   Name  of  payee;  amount,  purpose,  date  of 
expenditure.  Arr.  by  date  of  transaction.  No  index.  Edv.;.   150  pp. 
16  X  10  X  1. 

68.   COPY  OE  TRUST  INSTRUI^tSNT  TO  TFJE  TOV/N  OF  ASHFIELD,  1914.   1  vol. 
Copv  of  deed  of  trust  for  establishment  of  free  public  library,  created 
by  Milo  K.   Belding,  Jr.:   Description,  location  of  property;  amount, 
conditions,  date  of  deed.  No  arr.  No  index.   Typed.   7  pp.  13  x  8  x  1/8. 
Desk. 


X.   BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  /JELFARE^ 


There  was  apparently  no  necessity  for  the  town  to  take  cognizance  of 
relief  matters  until  1809.   In  that  year  a  committee  was  elected  to  deter- 
mine the  best  m.ethod  of  providing  for  the  poor,  and  in  the  same  year  it 
was  decided  that  the  selectmen,  at  their  discretion,  should  "let  out"  the 
tovm  paupers. 2  in  1813  this  power  of  the  selectmen  was  formally  estab- 
lished by  electing  them  overseers  of  the  poor. 3  Tb.e  selectmen  have 
continued  to  handle  all  relief  matters  to  the  present  time.  Occasionally 
it  was  voted  that  "the  care  of  the  poor  be  left  with  the  Selectmen,"  and 
sometimes  they  were  form.ally  elected  as  overseers.   Since  1928  the 
selectmen  have  been  elected  as  mem;oers  of  the  board  of  public  welfare 

69.   (I.HIIUTES  OF  lEETIirrS  OF  BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  7JSLFARE),  1883—. 
In  (Minutes  of  Selectmen's  Meetings),  entry  1, 
Names  of  board  mecibers;  discussion  of  aid  to  welfare  applicants;  amount, 
nature  of  aid;  tim^e,  place,  date  of  meeting. 


IT   For"  the"  sTetutory  ori.vin  and  developm.ent  of  this  office,  see 
Town  and  Citv  Government  in  Massachusetts,  op.  cit. 
~  2.      TO^I^T  RECORDS,  I,  pp,  205-207 

3.  Ibid.,  I,  TD.  255 

4.  Ibid.,  W,  pp.  27,  231,  410;  V,  pp.  28,  386;  VI,  pp.  5,  53 
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70.  {AIMJAL  REPORT  OF  OVERSEERS  OF  "KIE  POOR)  ,    1875-76.      In  Annual 
Report  of  the  Tovm  Officers,   entry  2< 

iUnount  of  valuation  of  each  item  of  property  at  tovm  farm;   amount,    source 
of  income;   amount,   purpose  of  payments;   sumi-nary  of  payments,   1875  includes 
names  of  deceased  paupers,    inmates  of  town  farm. 

71.  (REGISTER  OF  PERSONS  SUPPORTED),   1905-29 o      1  vol.    (dated). 
Name,    age,   occupation,   birthplace,   settlement  status,  physical   and  mental 
condition  of  recipient;   names,  nationalities  of  parents;    date  of  application, 
discharge;   case  nimiber.     Arr.  by   case  no.     No   index.     Edw.     75  pp.  17  x  14  x  f-r 
Safe,    rm.   2,   first  f 1 . ,    T.E. 

72.  MILLER   FUND,   1880-1925.      1  vol. 

Receipts  and  expenditures  of  Miller  fund  for  aid  to  poor.     Receipts: 
Amount,   source,   date  of  income.     Expenditures:     Name  of  recipient;   amount, 
date  of  aid;   order  number.     Arr.  by  date  of  transaction.     No   index.     Edw. 
115  pp.   8-J-  X  7   X  i-.     Safe,   rm.   2,   first   fl.,   T.E, 

For  orders  drawn  on  Miller  fund  1891-1919,    see   entry  32-ii. 


XI.     AGENT  FOR  BOiSD  OF  IIEALTFll 

The  selectmen  have  performed  the  functions  of  a  board  of  health  when- 
ever the  need  arose.  As  such  have  appointed  an  agent  annually  since  1934. ^ 

73.  (MINUTES  OF  MEETDCS  OF  BOARD  OF  EEALTM) ,    1883--.      In   (Minutes 
of  Selectmen's  Meetings),    entry  1. 

Names  of  board  members;  discussion  of  cases,  health  regulations;  time,  place, 
date  of  meeting. 

74.  (ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  AGEIT?  OF  TEE  BOARD  OF  HEALUl)  ,   1937--.      In 
Annual  Report  of  the  Town  Officers,    entry  2. 

Number,  record  of  cases  of  communicable,  diseases  reported;  number  of  children 
immunized  against  diseases;  bacteria  count,  percentage  of  butter  fat  in  milk 
samples. 

75.  (Record  of)  CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES,  1890-1913.  2  vols,  (dated). 
System  discont.  1913. 

Name,  address,  age  of  patient;  nane  of  reporting  physician,  nature  of  disease, 
period  of  quarantine;  date  of  report,  remarks.  Arr.  by  date  of  report.  No 
index.  Edw.   50  pp.  15  x  11  x  -Jj.   Safe,  rm.  2,  first  fl.,  T.E. 


1.  For  the  statutory  origin  and  development  of  this  office,  see 
Town  and  City  Government  in  Massachusetts ,  op .  cit. 

2.  (MINUTES  OF  3ELECTI.iEN'S  MEETIfES')  ,'~p'p,  72,  86,  92 
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XII.   EJSPECTOR  OF  MEATS'^ 


The  predecessor  of  this  office  vjas  an  inspector  of  animals  and  pro- 
visions, first  appointed  by  the  selectmen  in  1896.^  In  1902  the  select- 
men appointed  separate  inspectors  of  animals  and  inspectors  of  meats. 
Although  these  offices  were  again  combined  several  times  during  the  next 
fev;  years,  a  separate  inspector  of  meats  has  been  appointed  by  the 
selectmen  each  year  since  1909 »3 

76.   (Record  of)  INSPECTION  OF  ]\.IE ATS,  1918—.   3  vols,  (dated). 
Name  of  merchant;  number,  kind  of  animals  inspected;  date  of  inspection, 
Arr.  by  date  of  inspection.  No  index.  Edw.   50  pp.  5x3x5.  Resi- 
dence of  Archie  Jenkins  (inspector),  Watson  Road. 


XIII.   INSPECTOR  OF  ANDiALSl 


Tlie  predecessor  of  this  office  was  a  cattle  inspector,  appointed 
for  a  one -year  term  in  1895.^  Since  1896  the  selectmen  have  appointed 
annually  an  inspector  of  animals,  viho   at  various  times  prior  to  1909 
has  also  been  termed  an  inspector  of  animals  and  provisions  or  an 
inspector  of  anir.ials  and  meats.  Sines  1909,  however,  a  separate  in- 
spector of  anim.als  has  been  appointed  annually.^ 

77.   ORDER  OF  QUARAf'JTINE ,  1910-14.   4  vols,  (dated). 
Record  of  cattle  inspections:  Name  of  cattle  owner;  number,  breed, 
physical  condition  of  cattle;  results,  date  of  inspection.  Arr.  by 
date  of  inspection.   No  index.  Hdvj.   75  pp.  12  x  6  x  >r,   Tovm  va, , 
first  fl.,  T.E. 


XrV.   INSPECTOR  OF  SLAUGETERirC-' 


In  1925,  1935  and  1938,  the  selectraen  appointed  an  inspector  of 
slaughtering  for  a  one-year  term.S  Tlie  inspector  keeps  no  records. 


1.  For  the  statutory  origin  and  development  of  this  office,  see 
Town  and  City  Government _in  l!asj_achusett_£,  qp_.  _ci_t, 

2.  """(MI^TUTES'"  of  SEKC'E'SN'S  TeEtYmCS)  ,"  p/  243 

3.  Ibid.,    pp.    266,    278,    238,    92 

4.  Ibid.,   p.   241 

5.  Ibid.,    p-o.    243,    249,    268,    238,    92 

6.  ImTnUTES  OF  SELECTTEN'S  MEETINGS),   pp.    342,    76,    89 
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X7.     MILK  INSPECTOR  1 

This  officer  has  been  appointed  annually  by  the   selectmen  since  1937.2 
He  keeps  no  records. 


X71.      BURIAL 


agent'- 


In  1840,  a  sexton,  to  be  paid  "by  those  v/ho  employs  him"  was  elected, 
and  in  1895  an  "undertaker"  was  elected.^  The  burial  agent,  the  logical 
successor  of  these  officers,  has  been  appointed  annually  by  the  selectmen 
since  1896.^  The  burial  agent  keeps  no  records. 


XVII.  PARK  C01\MI33I0NER3"'" 


In  1928,  Milo  and  Anne  ICirk  Belding  gave  the  town  a  plot  of  ground  for 
a  public  park,  and  established  a  fund  to  maintain  it.  To  guard  the  fund. 
and  supervise  the  grounds,  the  office  of  park  commissioners  was  established. 
In  1928  and  1929,  they  v/ere  appointed  by  the  moderator;  since  1930  they  have 
been  elected  by  the  town  meeting.  They  have  always  been  three  in  number, 
chosen  for-  three-3/ear  terms,  one  each  year.^ 

78,   (AtMJAL  REPORT  OF  PARK  GOrH'.ilSSIGNERS)  ,  1928-35.   In  Annual 
Report  of  the  Tov;n  Officers,  entry  2. 
Amount  of  appropriation;  amount  of  expenditures  for  repairs,  construction, 
labor;  balance. 


XVTII.   SUPERIKTEITOENT  OF  STREETS 


The  duties  of  this  office  were  first  performed  by  surveyors  of  highwar/s, 
elected  annually  in  numbers  varying  from  four  at  its  inception  in  1767  to 


1.  For  the  statutory  origin  and  development  of  this  office,  see 
Town  and  City  Government  in  Massachusetts,  op.  cit. 

2.  {MINUTES  OF  SELECTION'S  LSSTINGS),  pp.  sT,  89,  92 

3.  TOWI-T  RECORDS ,  III;  r\..  noi  .nu-:';eriid,,  _{UIirjTZ3~03'Si:LEC'n.3]:r«S  MEETDCS), 
p.  241 

4.  (MINUTES  OF  SELECTMEN'S  MEETIICS) ,  pp.  243,  335,  356,  50,  92 

5.  TOVm   RECORDS,  V,  pp.  385-386,  406,  466;  VI,  pp.  5,  54 
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thirty-three  in  1843.   In  1869  it  was  voted  that  the  selectmen  be 
authorized  to  appoint  the  highway  surveyors  in  the  various  districts.^ 
These  appointees  became  known  as  "road  agents"  during  the  next  decade. 2 
Since  1895  the  selectmen  have  appointed  each  year  a  superintendent  of 
streets;  until  1926,  they  have  customarily  appointed,  in  addition, 
several  "highway  agents",  "surveyors  of  highways",  or  "road  agents".^ 
The  superintendent  keeps  no  records. 


XrS.  TREE  v;ari3en£ 

Since  1902  a  tree  warden  has  been  elected  annually.^  He  keeps  no 
records. 


XX.   CONSTABLES 

Except  for  a  period  from  1776  through  1782,  when  the  number  of 
constables  varied  from  two  to  four,  a  single  constable  was  elected 
annually  from  the  inception  of  the  town  through  1905. "^  At  various 
times  before  1893,  and  almost  invariably  from  1893  through  1905,  the 
constable  was  also  elected  tax  collector. 8  Since  1906  three  consta- 
bles,  who  generally  hold  no  other  office,  have  been  elected  annually. 
The  constables  keep  no  records. 


XXI.   CHIEF  OF  POLICE^ 


The  first  special  policeman  was  appointed  by  the  selectmen  for 
one-year  term  in  1893. ^^  At  various  times  since  then,  the  selectmen 


1.  (SCRAPS  OF  PLANTATION  AND  TQVm  RECORDS)  .  op.  cit.,  p.  11; 

TOm  RECORDS,  I,  pp.  1,  148,  255;  II,  pp.  17,  351;  III,  pp.  not  numbered 

2.  TO'.JN  RECORDS,    IV,    p.    230 

3.  {MINUTES  OF  SELECTI.EN'S  MEETINGS),    pp.    222,    230,    239 

4.  Ibid.,   pp.   241,   254,   288,   319,   342,    62,   92 

5.  For   the  statutory  origin  and  development  of  this   office,    see 
Town  and  City  Government   in  Massachusetts,   op.    cit. 

6.  T07/N  RECORDS,    IV,    pp.    457,    490;  V,    pp.    5,    466;  VI,    pp.    5,    53 

7.  (SCRAPS  OF  PLAJ^ITATIOrJ  AND  TO'W  RECORDS)  ,    op.    cit.,   pp.   8,    22; 
TOTO  RECORDS,   I,   pi).    1,    241;    IV,   pp.   47,    490 

8.  TO»^  RECORDS',    I,   pp.  51,   101,   139;   II,   p.   17;   17,   pp.    404,   490 

9.  Ibid.,  V,   pp.   5,   466;  VI,   pp.    5,    53 
10.      Ibid.,  IV,   p.    405 


64 

(79)  Chief  of  Police 

have  appointed  nne  or  more  special  police  whenever  necessary.   A  chief  of 
police  has  been  appointed  annually  by  the  selectmen  since  1934.2  rp^g  chief 
keeps  no  records. 


XXII.   FIRE  CHIE 


r> 


Erom  1916  through  1933  the  selectmen  appointed  each  year  varying 
numbers  of  fire  engineers.'^  They  are  now  chosen  directly  by  the  fire  chief, 
who  has  been  appointed  annually  by  the  selectmen  since  1934.   The  fire 
chief  keeps  no  records. 


XXIII.   DOG  OFFICER"^ 

A  dog  officer  has  been  appointed  annually  by  the  selectmen  since  1936.6 
Ee  keeps  no  records. 


XXrV.  SEALER  OE  VffilC-RTS  AMD  T'EASURES^" 


R?om  1838  through  1847,  the  sealer  of  xveights  and  measures  vjas  elected 
annually  by  the  tovm  meeting;  thereafter,  v;ith  the  exception  of  scattered 
early  years  during  which  he  was  again  elected  by  the  tovm  meeting,  or  the 
office  was  unfilled,  the  sealer  has  been  appointed  annually  by  the  selectmen.''' 

79.  RECORD  BOOK  FOR  VEIGETS  AKD  MEASURES,  1908—.   2  vols.  Missing: 
1912-19. 
Record  of  testing  of  weights,  scales,  measures,  gasoline  pumps:  Name  of 
merchant;  results,  date  of  test;  amount  of  fee.  Includes  total  number  of 
devices  sealed,  condemned,  adjusted.  Arr.  by  date  of  test.  No  index.  Hdw. 
on  ptd,  form.   49  pp.  21  x  12  x  -^.     Safe,  rm.  2,  T.H. 

T!   TO'. m  RECORDS,  IV,  p.  421;  (MniUTE3"0F*SELECTtEK'S  I.HETIMGS)  ,  pp. 
286,  292,  319,  67 

2.  (MINUTES  OF  SELECTION'S  MEETINGS),  pp,  72,  76,  92 

3.  For  the  statutory  origin  and  development  of  this  office,  see 
Town  and  City  Government  in  Massachusetts ,  op,  cit. 

4.  (MINUTES  OF  SEIECTI'.EK'S  TEETINGS)  ,  pp.  519,  342 

5.  Ibid.,   pp.   72,    92 

6.  Ibid.,   np.   83,    92 

7.  TOiVN  RECORDS,    III;    IV,    pp.    13,    47,    77,    221;    (MINUTES   OF  SELECT- 
}JEN'S  MEETINGS),    pp.   254,    356,    50,    92 
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X3CV.      FOREST  V/ARDElf'" 


From  1898  through  1908  the   selectmen  appointed  one  or  more  forest 
fire  waards  annually.^     They  have  appointed  a  single  forest  vjarden  annually 
since  1909.^     The   forest  ^varden  keeps  no  records. 


XXVI.     IvDiK  SUPER  INTEKDENt'- 


This  officer,   originally  called  "superintendent   for  suppression  of 
gypsy  moth",   has  been  appointed  annually  hy  the   selectmen  since   1911, 
with  the  possible   exception  of  certain  isolated  years  when  the  records 
are   silent.^     The   superintendent   keecs  no  records. 


XT/II.      PUBLIC  VffiIGi:2K 


It  may  be    assuraed   that  the   office  of  weigher  of  coal,   extant   from 
1910   through  1928,   v;as   the   lineal   ancestor  of  this  office.      The  weigher 
of  coal  was  appointed  annually  ^y  "the   selectmen. ^     The  selectmen  have 
appointed  a  public  weigher  for   a  one-year   term  in  1938   and  1939.°     This 
officer  keeps  no  records. 


1 
XZ7III.      SURVEYORS  OF  V-'OOD  AIID  B£RK 

Ti'vo   surveyors  of  vrood  were  elected  for   a  one-year  tern  in  1793." 
One  measurer  of  wood  was   elected   in  1796,   1799  and  1800.^     In  1837   the 
office  was  revived  as  "measurer  of  wood  and   bark",    and  three  were  elected. 
The  number  elected   annually  thereafter  varied  from  one   to   five,    and  since 
1878  two  or  more  measurers    (or   surveyors)   of  wood  and  bark  have  been 
"nominated"    each  year  by  the  moderator.  The  surveyors   keep  no  records. 

1.  For  the   statutory  origin  and   development   of  this  office,    see 
Town  and  City  Government   in  Massachusetts,  £Pj'__cit_« 

2.  (ITI^IUTES.OF  SELECUIEN'S  IvEETIIIGS) ,    pp.    254,   286 

3.  Ibid.  ,   pp.   238,   356,    50,    92 

4.  Ibid.,   pp.   303,   331,   50,    92 

5.  Ibid.,   pp.    292,    350 

6.  Ibid.,   pp»   89,    92 

7.  TOm-T  RECORDS ,    I,    p.    107 

8.  Ibid.,   I,    pp.   120,   139,   145 

9.  Ibid.,   Ill 

10.      Ibid.,   IV,    pp.   319,   488;   VI,   pp.   28,   54 
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1 
XZIX.   SU?.VEYDRS  0?  LmSZR 

One  or  more  surveyors  of  lumber  were  elected  annually  from  1790 
through  1877,  with  the  exception  of  a  period  from  1804  through  1816  when 
the  records  are  silent  concerning  this  office. ^  Since  1878  the  moderator 
has  "nominated"  ti/vo  or  more  officers  each  year  to  this  post. 3  The  sui'- 
veyors  keep  no  records. 


XXX.   FENCE  TLE^JIERS-' 


Fence  vievjers  were  elected  annually  from  1766  through  1920.   They 
varied  in  number  from  two  to  five,  the  usual  nuiuber,  however,  being 
three. ^  Since  1921  the  tliree  fence  viewers  have  been  appointed  annually 


bv  the  selectmen.   The  fence  viev^ers  keep  no  records. 


XXXI.   FIELD  ERIVERS-^ 


Field  drivers  were  regularly  elected  each  year  from  17S1  through 
1903.   From  1904  through  1920,  the  moderator  generally  appointed  the  field 
drivers.  Since  1921  the  selectmen  have  appointed  these  officers.  Origi- 
nally, the  niimber  elected  was  two;  during  the  nineteenth  century,  the 
number  varied  from  three  to  nine;  more  recently,  the  number  of  drivers 
appointed  has  generally  been  four.   The  field  drivers  keep  no  records. 


XXXII .  KODSR/.TOR"'- 


A  moderator  has  been  elected  at  each  tovm  meeting  since  the  first  in 
1765.   Since  1878  the  moderator  has  "nominated"  the  minor  offices  of  sur- 
veyors of  wood  and  bark  and  siorvevors  of  lumber. S  T.ie   moderator  keeps  no 
records. 


1.   Ibr  the  statutory  origin  and  development  of  this  office,  see 
Town  and  City  Governr.ient  j^  Mas sa chusetts ,  oy.    ci t « 

2'.'    TO VJlf  RECORDS,  I,  pp."  93 ,'  161 ;  II,  pp."  45"'  561;  IV,  pp.  13,  238,  312 

3.  Ibid.,  IV,  pp.  319,  325,  471,  488;  V,  pp.  3,  464;  VI,  pp.  28,  54 

4.  (SCRAPS  OF  PLAiNTATION  AND  TO'TN  RECORDS)  ,   op.    cit..   pp.    8,   18;    T07JN 
RECORDS,    I,    pp.    1,    145,    256;    II,   pp.   2,    361;    VT,   pp.    13,    490;*V,   pp.    5,    253 

5.  (lamTES  OF  SELECW.IEN'S  MEETIICtS)  ,    pp.    331,    50,    92 

6.  TOmi  RECORDS,    I,    pp.    93,    256,    II,    pp.   2,    361;    TJ ,    pp.    13,    404,    497; 
V,    pp.    3,    248;    (KINUTE3  OF  SELECUIEN'S  MEETINGS),    pp.    331,    350,    92 

7.  (SCRAPS   OF  PLA^fPATION  AND  TO'.'JN  RECORDS )  ,    o:ii._c.ii.  ,    p-3.    8,    22;    TD7JN 
RECORDS,   I,   pp.   1,   256;   VI,   pp.   3,   43 

8.  TOM  RECORDS,    IV,    pp.    319,    325,    471,    488;    V,    pn;.    3,    464;  VI,    Dp.    28,    54 
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FAHT  C.      DEFUNCT  OFFICES 


XXXIII.      TY^K.I1I1^E1^ 


Fron:  1766  through  1836  tythingmen  were  elected  each  year.  They 
varied  in  number  from  two  to  six.   No  records  for  this  office  have 
been  found. 


XXXIV.   SEALER  OF  LEATHER^ 


This  office  existed  in  Ashfield  from  1765  through  1841. 
Generally,  one  sealer  vjas  elected  annually,  although  on  a  few  oc- 
casions two  were  elected.*^  No  records  for  this  office  have  been  found. 


XXXV.   CLERK  OF  THE  FX-iKET^ 


A  clerk  of  the  market  was  elected  regularly  each  year  from  1766 
through  1794,^  In  1795  two  were  elected,  after  which  the  office  be- 
came defunct.   No  records  for  this  office  have  been  found. 


XXXVI.   WAREENS-'- 


T'wo  wardens  were  elected  annually  from  1766   through  1770,    and 
from  1784  thxoacvh   1790.^     No  records  for   this  office  have  been  found. 


XT^^      For   the    statutory  origin  and  developnent  of  this  office,    see 
Tovm  and   City  Governz-ient   in  Massachusetts,   op.    cit. 

2.  (SCRAPS  OF  PLAIvTTATION  AlTD  TO'.TO  RECORDS)  ,    op.    cit.,   pp.    8,    18 
TO'.in;'  RECORDS,    I,    1,    255;    II,   2,    361;    III,   pp.   not  numbered 

3.  {SCRAPS  OF  FLAKTATTOi:  AND  TO'.TN  RECORDS)  ,    np.    r.Jt..,    pp.    8,    18 
to:-™  RECORDS ,    I,    1,   212;    II,    106,   361;   III,   pp.   not  numbered 

4.  (SCRAPS  OF  PLANTATION  AI^ID  TOV/N  RECORDS)  ,    on.    cit.,   pp.   8,    18 
TO',.fN  RECORDS,    I,   pp.    1,    107 

5.  TO'VN  RECORDS,    I,    p.    114 

6.  (SCRAPS  OF  PLAITTATION  AI'ID  TO'.'RI  RECQRD3)  ,    op.    cit.,   pp.   8,    18 
TO Vttl  RECORDS,    I,    pp.    56,    83 
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XXX7II.      DEER  REEVES^ 


Tvjo   deer  reeves  were   elected  for   a  one-year  term  in  1756,    1767,   1*769 , 
1770,    1776,    and  1778. ^     In  1768,    1781   and  1783  one   deer  reef  was  elected. 3 
In  the   intervening  years,   none  were  elected  or  the  records  are  missing. 
None  were  elected  after  1783.     No  records  for   this   office  have  been  found. 


1 
XXXVIII.      EOGREEVES 


Eogreeves   (also   spelt  reafs,   reefes,   riefs,  reiffs,    reefs  and  on 
occasion  called  hog   constables)   were  elected  annually,    in  numbers  varying 
from  one  to  seven,   from  1766   through  1835.4     The  office  vjas   defunct  there- 
after.    No  records  for  this  office  have  been  found. 


XXXIX.      POUNDIyEEPER^ 


A  poundkeeper  was  regularly  elected  each  year  from  1770  thj^ough  1844 P 
Eron  1845   throu£ii  1901,    after  which  the  office  became  defunct,   the   select- 
men generally  appointed  the  poundkeeper. ^     On  many  occasions,  hov/ever, 
none  was    chosen;    at  other  times  he  was   elected  by  the   toxvn  meeting   as   be- 
fore,  and   twice   the   field  drivers  were  "authorized  to  appoint  some   suitable 
person  to   the  office  of  Pound  Keeper."'''     No  records  for  this  office  have 
been  foiind. 


1.  Ibr  the  statutory  origin  and  development   of  this  offices    see 
Town  and  City  government   in  Massachusetts,    ov.    cit. 

2.  (SCRAPS  OF  PUI'lTATION  Ai^ID  T0:7lf  P.ECOR^,~o^.    cit.,   pp.    8,    11,    16, 
18;    TOW  RECORDS,    I,   pp.    1,    8  ~" 

3.  (SCRAPS  OF  PL/J^ATION  AID  TO'JN  RECORDS)  ,    ot>.    cit.,   p.   15;    TO'/JN 
RECORDS,    I,    pp.    40,    57  "" 

4.  (SCRAPS   OF  PLA3TTATI0N  A-M)  TO'.-N  RECORDS )  ,    ov,    cit.,   ^.   8     22- 
TOW  RECORDS,    I,   1,    145,   256;   II,   2,   162,   361  "^ 

5.  (SCRAPS  OF  PLANTATION-  AI^  TOVfll  RECOPiDS)  ,   op.    cit.  ,   -o.    18;   TOW 
RECORDS,    I.^pp^   1,   93,   255;   II,   pp.  .2',  361;    III,  pp.   not  numbered 

5.      TO'vTI  RECORDS,   op.    cit.>   III,   pp.^  not  mmbered;    IV,    pp.    13.    77.    3O0  • 
(MmTES  OF  SELECniEK'S  LEETBGS),   pp.   241,   249,   264  '      ^     . 

V.      TOVfiT  RECORDS,    III,   pp.   not  numbered;   17,    nn,   254,   312 
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XL.  PACFER  OF  BEEF  AND  PORrI 

In  1790,  1791  and  1794,  a  packer  of  beef  and  pork  was  elected  for 
a  one-year  tern.^  No  records  for  this  office  have  been  foiind. 


XLI.   COLLECTOR  OF  MINISTERIAL  TAX"^ 


This  office  v;as  elected  annually  from  1779  throut^h  1787^  vjith  the 
possible  exception  of  the  years  1783  and  1785,  vrhen  the  records  are 
missing. 3  There  is  no  further  information  concerning  this  office  in 
the  local  records.  No  records  for  this  office  have  been  found. 


ZLII.   SURVEYOR  OF  SHINGLES-' 


In  1805  one  surveyor  of  shingles  and  clapboards  vjas  elected  for  a 
one-year  term.'^  The  office,  now  known  as  surveyor  of  shingles,  was 
revived  in  1814  v;hen  tv;o  were  elected.^  In  1815  and  1816  one  surveyor 
was  elected;  thereafter  the  records  are  silent  concerning  this  off ice. ^ 
No  records  for  this  office  have  been  found. 


XLIII.   INSPECTOR  OF  BUILDINGS"'- 


o 

In  1895  the   selectmen  appointed  a  janitor  of  the   town  hall.       Ee 
vjas   succeeded  by   an   inspector  of  buildings,    appointed  annually  by   the 
selectmen  from  1896  through  1935.8     The   office  has  since  become  de- 
funct.    No  records  for   this  office  have  been  found. 


1.  For  the   statutory  origin  and  development  of   this   office,    see 
TOVnJ  AND  CITY  CK)VERNI,'IEI1T   IN  f'lASSACEFJSETTS ,    op.    cit. 

2.  T0V.1T  RECO';-rDS,    I,    pp.    84,    91,    107 

3.  Ibid. ,    I,    pn.    13,    74 

4.  Ibid. ,    I,    p.   170 

5.  Ibid'.  ,    II,    V.   2 

6-  Ibid.,    II,   pp.    18,    31 

7.  TMIMJTES  of  SELEC^iEN'S  METINGS)  ,    p.   241 

8.  Ibid.,   pp.   243,    355,    50,   83 


(80-82) 
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State  Archives  Relating  to  Ashfield 


All  archives  are  located  in  room  438,  State  House,  Boston.  References 
are  to  the  number,  title  and  page  of  the  volume  where  archives  may  be 
found. 

80.  (PETITION  OF  NAPJ^AGAIJSETT  PROPRIETORS  K)R  ADDITIONAL  LAND)  , 
Dec.  11,  1739.   1  sheet. 

Petition  of  John  Foster  and  Edward  Shove,  agents  for  the  lands  granted 
to  a  number  of  the  Narragansett  soldiers  in  a  township  called  No.  4,  to 
Governor  Jonathan  Belcher,  council,  and  house  of  representatives,  showing 
that  a  tract  of  land  at  a  place  called  Quabin  supposed  to  contain  15,000 
acres  falls  short  by  eleven  or  tvjelve  hundred  acres,  partly  because  of  an 
ancient  grant  to  one  Mr.  Star  lying  within  the  limits  of  said  tract  and 
partly  because  of  ponds  and  low  sunlcen  grounds  v;hich  were  not  knovm  when 
tract  was  first  laid  out;  the  petitioners  pray  for  an  equivalent  tract 
of  land  on  the  west  side  of  Hatfield,  between  Deerfield  and  Euntstown. 
Read  in  house  of  representatives  on  December  28,  1739  and  ordered  that 
petitioners  be  granted  3500  acres  of  land  on  north  side  of  their  land 
betiveen  the  tov/ns  of  Eatfield  and  a  place  called  Kuntstown,  the  land  to 
run  parallel  with  their  north  line;  the  petitioners  to  return  a  plat 
thereof  to  the  court  within  twelve  months  for  confirmation.  Read  in 
council  and  conciurred  January  20,  1739/40.   Consented  to  by  (Governor) 
J(onathan)  Belcher.   Hdw.   1  p.  7-^-  x  125".  (GXIV,  "Towns  1730-42",  p.  475.) 
For  printed  version  of  this  petition  and  order,  see  Province  Acts  and 
Resolves,  XII,  pp.  647,  548. 

81.  (REPORT  OF  COIiHTTEE  ON  PETITION  FOR  ADDITIONAL  LAND) ,  1739. 
1  sheet. 

Report  of  cocmittee  to  whom  ivas  referred  the  petition  of  John  Foster  and 
Edward  Shove,  acting  in  behalf  of  the  Narragansett  proprietors  of  To?m- 
ship  No.  4,  stating  that  the  petitioners  should  have,  as  an  equivalent 
to  the  great  quantities  of  ponds  and  land  belonging  to  I'tr,   Star,  which 
were  included  in  the  -oetitioners'  original  grant,  3500  acres  of  that  land 
that  they  pray  for,  to  be  laid  out  on  the  north  side  of  their  land  be- 
tween I-Iatfield  and  Euntstovm,  the  line  to  run  parallel  with  their  north 
line.  Hdw.   1  p.  6  x  7.   (CXIV,  "To7ms,  1730-42",  p.  477.) 

82.  (REPORT  ON  BOUNDARY  OF  LAND  GRANT),  June  G,  1740.   1  sheet. 
Report  of  Nathaniel  irellofg,  surveyor,  to  general  court  stating  that  the 
boundary  of  the  grant  of  600  acres  of  land   made  by  the  said  court  to 
Reverend  Experience  Majdiew,  minister  of  the  gospel  among  the  Indians  at 
Martha's  Vineyard,  is  a  maple  tree  a  certain  distance  from  southwest 
corner  of  Euntstown.  Edw.   1  d.  8  x  12.   (XII,  "Ecclesiastical",  n. 
107.) 
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83.  (PETITION  TO  DEFUSE  BOUNDARIES  BETWEEN  IIUNT3T0M  AND 
DEERFIELD) ,  Mar.  17,  1741/2.   1  sheet. 

Petition  of  Adam  Gushing  for  himself  and  the  rest  of  the  proprietors  of 
Huntstovm  to  Governor  vTilliasi  Shirley,  council,  and  house  of  representa- 
tives concerning  land  lying  west  of,  and  adjoining,  Deerfield,  granted 
to  heirs  of  persons  in  the  expedition  to  Canada  in  1690,  showing  that 
the  cornciittee  employed  to  lay  out  said  tovmship  have  divided  the  land  into 
lots;  and  the  proprietors  have  settled  and  cleared  their  land,  and 
established  a  place  for  locating  a  meetinghouse;  showing  farther  that, 
when  bounds  of  said  town  were  perambulated,  application  vjas  made  to  town 
of  Deerfield  for  location  of  their  west  bounds,  which  they  refused;  where- 
upon petitioners  were  obliged  to  search  out  the  additional  grant  made  to 
Deerfield  in  1712,  on  petition  of  Reverend  John  Williams  and  others; 
further,  that  in  order  to  lay  out  township  they  began  at  the  river  on  line 
between  Hatfield  and  Deerfield  and  measured  9  miles,  then  ran  northward  a 
line  parallel  with  river  about  seven  miles  from  their  east  bounds,  then 
extended  west  into, woods  to  make  the  contents  six  square  miles,  according 
to  grant,  Deerfield  lays  claim  to  many  lots  cleared  and  settled  by  virtue 
of  their  plan,  confirmed  by  this  court,  provided  it  did  not  exceed  the 
grant  but  which  the  memorialist  thinks  has  far  exceeded  it.  Therefore, 
the  memorialist,  wishing  to  make  a  certainty  of  the  matter  prays  the 
governor  and  general  court  to  appoint  a  comm.ittee  to  fix  bounds  between 
Deerfield  and  Euntstown,  according  to  the  true  meaning;  of  the  Deerfield 
grant  so  that  the  petitioners  may  be  certain  of  clearing  their  ovm  land, 
or  be  afforded  some  other  suitable  relief.  Read  in  house  of  representa- 
tives, March  25,  1742,  and  petitioners  ordered  to  serve  selectmen  of 
Deerfield  with  copy  of  this  petition  so  that  cause  may  be  shovra  why 
petition  should  not  be  granted.  Read  and  concurred  in  council,  March  25, 
1742.   Consented  to  by  (Governor)  W(illiam)  Shirley.  Read  again  in 
council,  June  2,  1742,  and,  since  it  appears  Deerfield  has  not  been  duly 
notified,  ordered  that  further  consideration  of  petition  be  referred  to 
Tliursday,  24th  inst.,  if  court  is  sitting,  otherwise  to  first  Thur^sday 
of  next  sitting  of  court;  also  that  petitioners  serve  selectmen  of 
Deerfield  with  copy  of  this  petition,  also  of  this  order,  that  they  may 
shovj  cause  why  prayer  should  not  be  granted.  Edw.  2  pp.  1\   x  ll-;_» 
(CXIV,  "Towns,  1730-42",  pp.  700-701.) 

For  printed  version  of  above  petition  and  order,  see  Province  Acts 
and  Resolves,  ;3CIII,  p.  95 

84.  (REPLY  OF  DEERFIELD  TO  PETITION  FOR  DEFINING  BOUNDARIES)  , 
June  1,  1742.   1  sheet. 

Elijah  yJilliams,  a  selectman  of  Deerfield,  replies  to  Governor  77illiam 
Shirley,  council,  and  house  of  representatives,  on  petition  of  Major 
Adam  Gushing,  that  selectmen  of  Deerfield  were  never  served  with  copy  of 
petition,  as  ordered  by  the  court,  until  the  Saturday  before  the  court's 
Bitting,  and  therefore  had  no  opportunity  to  confer  on  said  matter,  hence 
are  not  fully  able  to  answer;  but  respondent,  so  far  as  he  is  acquainted 
with  affair,  would  answer  that  when  application  was  received  by  Deerfield 
to  show  their  west  bounds,  they  sent  a  man  at  the  town's  expense  to  the 
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84.  (REPLY  OF  DEERFIELD  TO  PETITION  JDR  DEFII'ING  BOUNDARIES),  (Cont'd) 
surveyor  at  Northampton  vjho  laid  out  the  town,  to  obtain  their  papers 
which  had  been  mislaid  and  could  not  be  found;  but  a  committee  vjas  ap- 
pointed last  year  to  consider  fixing  the  bounds  bet^veen  said  toxvns;  that 
the  town  of  Deerfield  will  not  oppose  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  fix 
the  bounds,  provided  the  expense  thereof  be  paid  by  the  petitioner  or  the 
proprietors  of  Euntstoxvn.  The  respondent  believes  it  will  be  fruitless  to 
send  a  committee  from  the  court  to  settle  above  bounds  for  there  are  grants 
to  each  town  that  cannot  be  altered  by  any  committee  from  the  co\irt,  but 
disputes  relative  thereto  must  be  settled  in  the  common  laws;  moreover,  he 
would  add  that  Samuel  Jackson  and  Joseph  Blanchard  together  with  the 
petitioner,  (and)  Major  Gushing,  upon  respondents'  memorial  respecting  the 
Deerfield  plat  confirmed  last  year,  v;ere  appointed  a  committee  to  consider 
the  petitioner's  plat,  and  the  committee  reported  that  they  were  of  the 
opinion  that  the  plat  contained  the  just  quantity''  of  the  grant,  laid  out 
without  prejudice  to  the  tovm  or  other  lands  and  most  conformable  to  the 
grants  to  Deerfield,  wherefore  the  court  accepted  and  confirmed  the  same. 
Signed  by  Elijah  "Tilliams.  Hdw.   2  pp.   7-^  x  12^.   (CXIV,  "Towns,  1730-42", 
pp.  703,  704.) 

85.  (PETITION  FOR  ADDITIONAL  LAl^TD)  ,  Dec.  7,  1742.   1  sheet. 
Memorial  of  Richard  Faxon  and  Nathaniel  Kellogg,  committee  for  the  proprie- 
tors of  Euntsto^vn  to  Governor  VJilliam-  Shirley,  council,  and  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, shovjing  that  said  Hunt  and  others  had  a  grant  made  them  by  the 
general  court  six  miles  so^uare,  of  which  a  plan  was  taken,  returned  and 
confirmed,  bounded  east  as  supposed  on  Deerfield  west  line;  but  the  May 
session  of  the  general  assembly  determ.ined  that  in  said  plan  was  contained 
5362  acres  of  land  xvhich  belonged  to  the  toxvn  of  Deerfield,  thus  depriving 
the  proprietors  of  the  m.ost  valuable  part  of  their  land,  and  taking  from  them, 
many  of  their  settled  lots;  therefore,  the  memorialists  ask  the  Governor 

and  court  to  grant  them  an  equivalent  grant  for  the  land  so  lost,  from 
adjoining  lands  to  the  north  and  vifest  of  said  township.  Read  in  house  of 
representatives,  December  7,  1742,  and  ordered  that  an  equivalent  grant  be 
made  the  proprietors  of  Euntstovm,  beginning  at  the  northeast  corner  of  Mr. 
Mayhew's  grant,  thence  running  north  eleven  degrees  east  to  Boston  Toimship 
No.  1;  thence  eastward  including  all  unappropriated  land  bounding  east  on 
Deerfield  west  line  and  north  on  the  south  line  of  Boston  Townships  Nos.  1 
and  2,  being  near  8000  acres  exclusive  of  the  grants  made  to  Messrs.  Hunt, 
Field,  and  Childs  within  said  tract;  inasmuch  as  said  proprietors  have  been 
impeded  in  their  settlement  by  the  town  of  Deerfield,  as  before  mentioned, 
it  is  voted  they  be  allowed  tavo  years  longer  to  fulfill  the  conditions  of 
the  grant.  Read  and  concurred  in  council,  December  9,  1742.  Edw.   2  pp. 
7h   X  12.   (CXIV,  "Toxvns,  1730-42",  pp.  1,  2.) 

86.   (ORDER  CONCERNING  LAi^ID  GRAJ^T  AND  FISHING  RIGHTS),  Mar.  1,  1743. 
1  sheet. 
Ordered  by  house  of  representatives  that  8000  acres  of  land  be  granted  the 
proprietors  of  Huntsto-vvn  as  an  equivalent  for  the  land  originally  laid  out 
to  them  but  found  to  be  vjithin  the  tovm  of  Deerfield;  the  bounds  to  begin 
at  the  southeast  corner  of  a  farm  laid  out  to  Dr.  Jno.  Bernard's  heirs. 


73 
State  Archives  (66-87] 


85.   (ORDER  CONCERNING  LAND  GRANT  MD  FlStlim  RIGHTS),  (Cont'a)- 
from  thence  to  run  on  the  easterly  line  of  Vx.   Mayhevj's  and  above- 
mentioned  farm  to  the  northeast  corner  of  said  Mayhew's  farm;  thence 
north  8  degrees  east  to  Boston  Toxvnship  No.  2,  and  easterly  on  said  line 
and  including  all  land  between  that  and  the  north  line  of  Euntstovm  un- 
til it  make  the  quantity  of  8000  acres,  exclusive  of  such  grants  as  are 
already  laid  out  in  said  tract  and  the  whole  tract  of  land  belonging  to 
Ebenezer  Hunt,  who  was  admitted  to  the  town  of  Huntstovm  as  an  additional 
grantee,  over  and  above  the  60  grantees  first  adm.itted;  also  that  the 
salmon  fishing  falls  in  Deerfield  River  be  reserved  to  the  use  of  the 
public,  with  20  acres  of  land  around  them,  for  conveniency  of  fishing, 
provided  that  the  proprietors,  by  a  surveyor  and  chainmen,  under  oath, 
do  return  a  plan  of  said  800  acres  to  this  court  v;ithin  12  months  for 
confirmation.  In  council  read  and  concurred  March  2,  1743/4.  Hdv;. 
1  p.  7^  X  12.   (CXr/,  "Towns,  1730-42",  p.  213.) 

For  printed  version  of  above,  see  Province  Acts  and  Resolves,  XIII, 
pp.  340,  341. 

87.   (PETITION  K)R  MILITARY  PROTECTION)  ,  Liar.  3,  1756.   1  sheet. 
Petition  of  Chileab  Smith  in  behalf  of  the  plantation  called  Euntstown 
to  Governor  Vvilliam  Shirley  and  general  court  stating  that,  since 
settling  in  Euntstovm,  the  petitioners  had  suffered  great  hardships  on 
account  of  lack  of  inhabitants;  and  since  the  war  said  petitioners  had 
heard  many  times  that  the  enemy  was  at  hand,  even  a  fev;  hours'  distance; 
that  said  petitioners  had  to.. flee  for  their  lives  leavin~  their  houses 
and  throwing  some  household  goods  amongst  the  weeds  and  bushes  for  want 
of  a  common  defence  as  that  allov/ed  other  frontiers  with  wives  and 
children  to  protect;  petitioners  stated  that  they  begged  Colonel  Israel 
Williams  for  protection  but  no  help  was  given,  excepting  a  guard  of  ten 
men  on  Thursdays  to  help  gather  part  of  their  srop ;  that  they  had  ex- 
isted for  nearly  two  years,  with  their  women  and  children  scattered 
amongst  strangers,  the  men  obliged  to  work  on  their  land  without  a  guard 
except  one  of  their  ovm  making;  that  one  of  said  petitioners  had  to 
spend  a  considerable  time  in  the  woods  of  Euntstown  to  watch  for  the 
enemy;  therefore,  petitioners  prayed  for  such  protection  as  the  court 
in  its  wisdom  should  see  fit;  petitioners  also  stated  there  were  twenty- 
nine  persons  then  living  in  Euntstoi'/n,  that  fifty-four  persons  were 
scattered  away  from  Euntstown  but  also  were  in  need  of  protection. 
Signed  by  Thomas  Phillips,  Moses  Smith,  Uetheral  Vfcitterin,  Reuben  Ellis, 
Mathew  Ellis  and  Richard  Phillips,  Statement  that  one  of  the  subscrib- 
ers did  not  then  live  in  Huntstovm  on  account  of  the  war;  and  that  some 
of  the  other  proprietors  had  not  had  opportunity  to  set  their  hands  to 
said  petition,  but  petitioners  believed  the]'  also  wanted  protection« 
Includes  diagram  sho^ang  Hatfield  to  be  north-west  about  fifteen  miles 
from  Huntstovm,  and  Deerfield  west  about  eirht  miles  from  Huntstown. 
Hdw.   2  pp.  7^-  X  12-2.   (CXVTI,  "Towns,  1755-1762",  pp.  113,  114.) 
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88.  (PETITION  FOR  PROTECTION  moi^   ITIDI.WS),  July  3,  1756.   2  sheets. 
Petition  of  Chileab  Sr.ith  and  other  inhabitants  of  TIuntsto-i\m  to  His 
Excellency,  Governor  7/illian  Shirley,  council,  and  house  of  representatives, 
stating  that  not  withstanding  some  encouragement  from  the  governor  and 
council  and  their  request  for  protection,  the  court  not  being  in  session,^ 
their  previous  petition  had  been  sent  to  the  council  called  together  by  the 
governor;  said  council  had  sent  their  advice  to  Colonel  V.Jilliams,  but  no 
help  was  furnished;  petitioners  also  stated  that  they  settled  in  Euntstovm 
at  the  court's  comraand,  and  were  necessarily  employed  in  defense  of  their 
country,  themselves,  vjives,  and  children;  that  especially  this  summer  the 
petitioners  had  to  scout  from  Euntstown  to  Deerfield,  east  and  west,  some- 
times being  shut  up  in  the  fort  and  sometimes  working  together  to  guard 
themselves;  thus  petitioners  believed  they  afforded  some  protection  to 
Hatfield,  Deerfield  and  their  villages;  petitioners  stated  that  the  afore- 
said duties  had  gravely  impoverished  and  weakened  them,  and  the  tovm  vJas 

in  great  danger  of  capture  by  the  enemy;  therefore  petitioners  prayed  for 
some  strength  in  men,  and  that  they,  the  petitioners,  be  put  under  the 
common  pay  of  the  garrison  soldiers  from  the  previous  March  until  their 
harvest  ended.  Read  in  house  of  representatives,  July  8,  1756,  and  voted 
that  the  lieutenant-governor  be  desired  to  give  directions  to  Colonel 
Israel  VJilliams,  that  he  order  a  suitable  number  of  the  forces  destined  to 
scout  on  the  western  frontiers  for  the  protection  of  the  petitioners  and 
inhabitants  of  said  places  as  he  shall  judge  necessary.  Read  in  council, 
July  8,  1756,  and  conc^arred.   Consented  to  by  (Lieutenant  Governor  Spencer) 
Phips.  Edw.   2  pp.  7-1   x  12.   (CXVII,  "Towns,  1755-1762",  pp.  115-116.) 

For  printed  version  of  this  petition,  see  Province  Acjts  and  Resolves, 
X^7,  1753-1756,  p.  557. 

89.  (PETITION  TO  ACT  ON  PETITION),  July  17,  1755.   1  sheet. 
Petition  of  inhabitants  of  neighboring  towns  of  Euntstown  to  the  governor, 
council,  and  general  court,  stating  they  were  sensible  in  some  meas'ore  of 
the  distressed  condition  of  the  people  of  Huntsto'jm,  and  the  great  impor-' 
tance  of  their  being:  encouraged  and  supported  in  their  town  v;hich  y/as 
situated  in  the  frontier  of  Deerfield,  Hatfield,  and  numerous  scattered 
villages,  and  that  they  earnestlj'-  desire  the  governor  and  the  court  to 
consider  all  cases  of  Euntstown  and  neighboring  tovms,  vjhich  were  very 
distressing  on  account  of  the  Indians,  and  that  an  answer  be  given  to  their 
request  which  they  thought  reasonable  to  all  acquainted  with  their  dis- 
tressed circumstances  and  hard  service  in  defence  of  themselves  and  country 
at  their  oivn  expense  vjithout  any  reward.  Edw.   1  p.  7'^  x  12.   (CXVII, 
"Towns,  1755-1752",  p.  117.) 

90.  (PETITION  FOR  SETTLING  OE  LAIID  BY  HO?IRESIDEI!T  PltOPRIETORS)  , 
Feb.  25,  1760.   1  sheet. 

Petition  of  Chileab  Sijiith  and  others  of  Euntstown  to  Governor  Thomas 
Pownall,  council,  and  general  court,  showing  that  for  some  time  they  had 
been  under  great  and  distressing  difficulties  due  to  neglect  of  their 
duty  by  some  of  the  proprietors.   In  accordance  Vi?ith  the  court's  cominands 
in  the  grant  of  the  tovmship,  petitioners  had  settled  on  their  lands 
expecting  other  proprietors  to  do  likewise,  which  they  refiised;  troubled 
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90.  (PETITION  KR   SETTLIMJ  0?  LAND  BY  KOIJRESIDEM' 
PR0:^ITIET0R3 )  ,  (Cont'd) 

.by  the  war,  they  v^ere  forced  to  build  a  town  fort  at  their  expense,  and 
being  so  few,  their  highway  costs  had  fallen  chiefly  on  the  inhabitants. 
Having  petitioned  the  proprietors  in  a  legal  meeting  to  see  if  they 
would  help  pay  for  the  tovm  fort,  also  for  a  necessary  bridge  over  a 
small  river  in  tne  midst  of  the  town,  and  to  see  if  they  would  settle 
their  lands,  and  having  been  denied  their  requests,  they  petitioned 
the  court  to  oblige  nonresident  proprietors  to  settle  their  lands  or 
give  them  to  others  who  v;ould,  in  order  that  petitioners  might  enjoy 
privileges  of  a  civil  and  sacred  nature  as  a  Christian  tovm  belonging 
to  the  ICing.  Head  in  house  of  representatives,  March.  21,  1750,  and 
ordered  that  petitioners  serve  the  clerk  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
plantation  a  written  copy  of  the  petition  so  that  they  may  show  cause 
at  the  next  May  session  why  it  should  not  be  granted.  Edvj.  2  pp. 
8  X  12^.   (CXVII,  "Tovms,  1755-52",  pp.  570-571.) 

91.  (ACT  OF  INCORPORATION),  June  21,  1765.   1  sheet. 

An  act  erecting  the  new  plantation  called  Euntstown  in  Hampshire 
County  into  a  tovm  by  the  name  of  Ashfield:  ViOaereas  it  has  been 
represented  to  this  (general)  court  that  the  erecting  of  the  plantation 
called  Euntstovm  into  a  to;vn  will  contribute  to  the  growth  thereof  and 
remedy  many  inconveniences,  be  it  enacted  by  the  governor,  council,  and 
house  of  representatives  that  the  aforesaid  plantation,  bounded  on  the 
east  by  Deerfield,  on  the  south,  partly  by  Narragansett  Township  No.  4, 
and  partlj'-  by  province  land;  on  the  west  partly  by  province  land  and 
partly  by  Bernard's,  Mayheiv's,  and  Katfield  land;  and  on  the  north  by 
province  land;  more  particularly  described  in  a  plan  of  said  tovmship, 
confirmed  in  the  present  session  of  the  gereral  court,  be  and  hereby  is 
erected  into  a  town  by  the  name  of  Ashfield;  further  that  Thomas 
Williams  is  empowered  to  issue  his  v;arrant  to  some  principal  inhabitant 
of  said  town  to  notify  inhabitants  qualified  to  vote  to  meet  at  such  time 
and  place  as  shall  therein  be  set  forth,  to  choose  officers  required  by 
law  to  manage  town  affairs;  further,  that  all  taxes  already  raised  for 
settling  and  supporting  a  minister,  building  a  meetinghouse  and  clearing 
and  repairing  roads  be  levied  on  the  several  proprietors  of  the  planta- 
tion. Read  tvjice  in  council  (lacking  clause  given  below)  and  passed  to 
be  eri^grossed,  June  18,  1765.  Read  t\i7ice  in  house  of  representatives  and 
amended  to  include  the  follov/ing  clause,  already  incorporated  above: 
"  .  .  .  more  particularly  described  in  a  plan  of  said  township,  confirmed 
in  the  present  session  of  the  General  Court  .  .  .  ."  Read  in  council, 
J\ine  20,  1765,  and  concurred.  Passed  June  21,  1765.  Edw.  2  pp. 
7-J  X  ll^j.   (CX7III,  "Towns,  1763-1764",  pp.  135,  136.) 

For  printed  version  of  this  act,  see  Province  Acts  and  Resolves, 
IV,  p.  815. 
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92.  (PROPOSED  AIIElin.SNT  TO  ACT  CREATBr^  ASITIELD)  i  Feb.  17,  1768. 
2  sheets. 

'/Vhereas  the  last  paragraph  of  the  act  of  incorporation  (entry  91) 
provided  that  taxes  already  raised  for  support  of  minister,  building  of 
meetinghouse,  roads,  etc.,  be  levied  according  to  the  interests  of  the 
respective  proprietors;  and  whereas  said  taxes  have  been  so  levied,  but 
because  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  proprietors  whether  to  proceed  as  a 
town  or  propriety,  they  have  been  unable  to  collect  said  taxes  and 
meetings  of  proprietors  have  ceased;  be  it  therefore  enacted  that,  upon 
application  of  five  of  the  proprietors  of  said  town  in  vn^iting  to  a 
justice  of  the  peace  for  a  meeting,  the  justice  of  the  peace  is  en^owered 
to  issue  a  warrant  to  one  of  the  proprietors,  requiring  him  to  notify 
the  inliabitants  of  the  tine,  place,  and  occasion  of  said  meeting;  further, 
that  the  proprietors,  having  made  application^  are  enabled  to  agree  upon 
a  different  method  of  calling  meetings,  also  to  grant  taxes,  collect 
past  and  future  taxes,  and  choose  town  officers;  further  that  the  tv;o 
taxes  already  agreed  upon  by  said  proprietors,  and  such  further  levies 
as  they  may  raise  pursuant  to  direction  of  this  act,  shall  be  levied 
equally  upon  each  250  acres  of  land  laid  out  or  voted  to  be  laid  out  to 
each  right,  until  further  order  of  this  court*  Read  in  house  of  repre- 
sentatives for  first  time  on  February  2,  1758,  and  for  second  and  third 
times  February  5,  l^GSj  and  passed  to  be  engrossed.  Read  first  time  in 
council,  February  5,  1768;  read  second  time  on  February  17,  1768,  and  non- 
concurred.  Hdw.  3  pp.  5  X  6t  to  8  X  12^-   (CXVIII,  "Tovms,  1763-74". 
op.  336,  338.) 

93.  (PETITION  FOR  SXEI'iPTION  mOll   TAXES  FDR  SUPPORT  OF  MINISTER), 
May  24,  1768.  2   sheets. 

Petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Ashfield  to  Governor  Ptancis  Bernard, 
council,  and  house  of  representatives,  stating  that  half  of  said 
petitioners  settled  in  said  town,  then  called  Iluntstown,  before  the  last 
war,  built  a  fort  and  defended  themselves  for  three  years  before 
receiving  any  help  from  the  soldiers;  d\aring  the  summers  of  said  period, 
the  proprietors  could  do  little  else  but  guard  themselves,  scout  in  the 
xvoods  to  see  if  the  enemy  was  in  the  neighborhood^  thus  affording  some 
protection  to  the  towns  below  Euntstovra.  '/IT/iCn  the  visr   was  over,  the 
petitioners  being  Anabaptists,  proceeded  to  settle  a   church  and  •&   minis- 
ter, who  v;as  ordained  v;ith  tlie  assistance  of  three  neighboring  churches  of 
like  constitution;  petitioners  were  about  to  build  a  meetinghouse  but 
•were  forced  to  stop  because  of  the  settling  in  tov;n  of  a  number  of  men  of 
contrary  persuasion;  these  persons  with  the  help  of  some  other  proprietors 
comprised  a  majority  and  voted  to  raise  money  to  build  another  meeting- 
house. Petitioners'  opponents  have  also  settled,  another  minister,  granting 
him  a  large  settlement  and  salary,  and  are  compelling  the  petitioners  to 
pay  their  equal  proportion  i?ith  them  for  said  minister's  support.  Peti- 
tioners feel  that  if  they  are  obliged  to  pay,  many  of  thfsn  must  be  turned 
out  of  their  houses  and  lands.  Therefore,  petitioners  pray  that  their 
case  be  taken  into  consideration,  and  they  and  their  lands  be  freed  from 
paying  any  more  toward  the  maintenance  of  said  minister  and  meetinghouse; 
petitioners  are  willing  to  pay  their  province  tax  and  all  others  except  the 
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93.   (PETITION  ¥03.   ZXEl.T'TIOl-T  HIOM  TAXES,  etc.),  (Cont'd) 
one  before  nentioned.  Read  in  house  of  representatives,  May  31,  1768, 
and  ordered  that  petitioners  notify  the  tovvn  and  proprietors  of  Ashfield 
by  serving  the  respective  clerks  with  a  copy  of  the  petition  to  show 
cause  at  next  sitting  of  this  court  v;hy  petitioners'  prayer  should  not 
be  granted,  and  further  taxes,  so  far  as  they  concern  petitioners,  be 
suspended  in  the  meant ine.  Read  in  council,  June  1,  1758  and  concurred. 
Consented  to  by  (Governor)  Fra(ncis)  Bernard.  Hdvj.  2  pp.  7-^  x  12-|-. 
(XIV,  "Ecclesiastical,  1757-1774",  pp.  512,  513.) 

94.  (REPLY  3Y  OTEER   INKA3ITAMTS  0?  ASHFIELD  TO  PETITION  OF 
MSI3ERS  OF  Al^ABAPTIST  SOCIETY),  June  9,  1758.  1  sheet. 

Reply  of  sundry  inhabitants,  twelve  in  number,  stating  they  have  no 
objection  to  the  Anabaptist  Society  being  set  free  from  paying  toward 
the  support  of  a  vjorship  to  vjhich  tliey  do  not  belong.  Kdw.  1  p. 
7^  X  5.   (XIV,  "Ecclesiastical,  1757-1774",  p.  557.) 

95.  (AI'EinDI.EKT  TO  ACT  CREATING  ASHFIELD),  June  15,  1768.   2  sheets. 
?7hereas  the  act  of  incorporation  (entry  91)  among  other  things  provided 
that  past  and  future  taxes  raised  for  support  of  the  minister,  building 
a  meetinghouse,  clearing  and  repairing  roads,  be  levied  on  the  proprie- 
tors of  said  plantation  according  to  their  interests;  and  whereas  such 
paragraph  is  insufficient  for  the  purpose  designed  and  some  provision  is 
necessary  to  enable  proprietors  of  lands  in  said  tovm  to  levy  and  collect 
money  by  them  granted,  and  to  grant,  assess,  levy,  and  collect  such 
further  taxes  as  may  be  necessary;  be  it  enacted  that  proprietors  of 
lands  in  said  town,  divided  or  undivided,  are  empowered,  at  any  meetings 
named  and  called  according  to  law,  to  make  choice  of  a  clerk,  treasurer, 
assessors,  and  other  officers  that  proprietors  of  comraon  and  undivided 
land  may  choose;  they  may  also  agree  upon  the  raising,  assessing,  levying, 
end  collecting  of  all  such  sums  of  money  as  they  judge  necessary  for 
purposes  cited  above;  also  that  the  money  so  granted  shall  be  assessed 
upon  the  lands  of  each  original  right  already  laid  out  or  agreed  to  be 
laid  out,  and  every  part  of  said  250  acres  of  each  right  shall  be,  and  is, 
subject  to  the  payment  of  its  proportional  part  of  such  money  so  granted; 
and  whereas,  before  the  act  of  incorporation,  a  tax  of  40  shillings  on 
each  original  right  was  agreed  upon  and  assessed  by  said  proprietors  and 
only  partly  collected,  and  since  the  act  of  incorporation  another  tax  of 
20  shillings  was  levied  on  each  original  right  and  no  part  collected; 

be  it  further  enacted  that  what  remains  uncollected  of  the  two  taxes 
shall  be  levied  on  the  said  250  acres  laid  out  or  voted  to  be  laid  out, 
and  every  part  of  said  250  acres  shall  be  liable  to  the  pai^nent  of  its 
proportional  part;  that  proprietors  neglecting  or  refusing  to  pay  their 
part  of  said  taxes  shall  have  their  lands  sold  by  the  assessors,  according 
to  law.  Read  first  tine  in  house  of  representatives,  June  13,  1768, 
second  and  third  tines  on  June  14,  1768,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed. 
Read  first  tine  in  council,  June  14,  1758;  read  second  time,  June  15_, 
1758,  and  passed  in  concurrence  to  be  engrossed.  Hdw.   3  pp.  8  x  12^-, 
(CXVII,  "Towns,  1763-74",  pp.  355-367.) 
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96.  (CERTIFICATION  OF  DELr/IHY  OF  PETITION)  ,  June  16,  1768. 
1  sheet. 

Certificate  of  Nathan  Chapin  and  Chileab  Snith,  Jr.  as  to  delivery  of  a 

cop3^  of  the  petition  of  the  Anabaptists  of  Ashfield  to  the  proprietors' 

clerk  of  the  toxm,  as  required  by  a  court  order.  Hdvj.  l.p.  7x2  3/4, 
(XIV,  "Ecclesiastical,  1757-1774",  p.  563.) 

97.  (PETITION  OF  A1-TAJ3APTI3T  SOCIETY  FDR  RELIEF  FROU   COl^^TnTUED 
GRJEVATvCES)  ,  May  22,  1759.   1  sheet. 

Petition  of  Chileab  Smith,  John  Blacloner,  and  Nathan  Chapin  in  behalf  of 
the  Anabaptist  Church  and  Society  of  Ashfield  to  Governor  Francis  Bernard, 
council,  and  house  of  representatives,  stating,  that  in  a  previous  peti- 
tion (entry  93) ,  presented  on  May  24,  1768,  the  petitioners  nanifested  the 
opposition  they  have  for  a  long  tine  been  exroeriencinr  in  being  forced 
to  pay  for  the  settlement  and  salary  of  a  minister,  and  the  building  of 
a  meetinghouse  for  a  society  to  which  they  did  not  belong;  in  consequence 
of  said  petition  the  court  ordered  that  collection  of  all  taxes  concern- 
ing petitioners  be  suspended  until  the  next  sitting  of  the  co'ort;  the 
petitioners,  in  compliance  vjith  the  order  of  the  court,  delivered  a  copy 
of  the  said  petition  to  tlie  respective  clerks  of  tov;ns  and  proprietors  on 
June  16,  1758;  j'-et  the  other  proprietors  took  no  notice  of  the  act  but 
said  they  had  power  hy   another  act  to  gather  money  or  fees  as  before,  and 
accordingly  have  called  another' meeting  and  voted  more  r.ioney  to  be  paid 
out  by  the  petitioners.  Wuen   petitioners  refused  to  pay,  the  other 
proprietors  had  petitioners'  lands  posted  for  sale;  but  on  the  day  of 
public  vendue,  having  a  suspicion  they  had  not  acted  according'  to  law, 
stopped  action.  Said  proprietors  vrere  confident  they  could  force  peti- 
tioners to  pay  or  sell  their  lands.  Petitioners  stated  that,  after 
settling  their  minister,  called  by  the  vrtiole  church  and  most  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  toxvn,  •'hey  had  paid  at  several  vendues  the  sum  of  ten 
pounds  upon  each  right,  but  none  of  the  money  had  been  allovjed  said 
petitioners  for  their  minister  or  the  building  of  their  meetinghouse; 
also  that  the  proprietors  had  posted  petitioners'  lands  for  eight  pounds 
upon  each  right,  pretending  it  to  be  chiefly  for  the  minister  and  meeting- 
house, and  a  small  part  for  highivays.  Petitioners  feel  it  useless  to 
complain  as  the  proprietors  said  the3'^  would  be  of  no  assistance  to  peti- 
tioners as  they  were  of  a  different  faith, and  petitioners  believed  that 
unless  they  got  relief  they  would  be  stripped  of  all  their  lands,  some 
of  which  had  been  sold  for  a  small  part  of  their  worth.  Therefore  peti- 
tioners prayed  that  their  distress  be  taken  into  consideration,  and  that 
money  taken  from  petitioners  for  support  of  other  proprietors'  minister 
and  meetinghouse  be  returned  to  them,  for  support  of  their  minister  and 
m.eetinghouse;  and  that  they  be  freed  from  further  support  of  a  society  to 
vjhich  they  did  not  belong.  FIdw.   2  pp.  7f  x  12.   (XIY,  "Ecclesiastical, 
1757-1774",  pp.  551,  562.) 

98.  (CERTIFICATION  OF  lEE  CIIF.CJ-  IN  AST^FIELD  BY  Tz'H   BAPTIST 
ASSOCIATION),  Sept.  14,  1769.   1  sheet. 

The  Baptist  Association,  meeting  at  '■'larven,   Rhode  Island,  September  14, 
1769,  certified  that  upon  mature  examination  of  the  religious  principles 
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98.  (CERTIFICATION  OF  TI^T  CHURCH  11"  A3HFIELD  BY  THE  BAPTIST 
ASSOCIATION),  Sept.  14,  1759.   (Cont'd). 

and  constitution  of  a  Church  of  Christ  in  Aslifield,  under  the  pastoral 
care  of  Reverend  Ebenezer  Smith,  the  said  association  received  the 
Ashfield  Baptist  Church  into  fellowship  as  being  of  the  same  faith  and 
order;  signed  by  Fezekiah  Smith,  moderator,  and  S'Oi.iuel  Stillman,  clerk, 
for  the  association.  ?Idw.   1  p.  6  x  4f;.   (XTV,  "Ecclesiastical,  1757- 
1774",  p.  564.) 

99.  (ACCOUNT  OF  HE  SUFFERINGS  OF  H-E  ANABAPTIST  GIURCE  IN 
ASHFIELD,  1769).   2  sheets. 

The  Anabaptist  Society  was  established  June  27,  1751;  Ebenezer  Smith 
was  ordained  minister  on  August  20,  1761;  the  society  had  thirty 
communicants  in  1769.  At  that  time  said  society  comprised  bj'  far  the 
major  part  of  the  inhabitants  and  were  about  to  build  a  meetinghouse,  but 
were  forced  to  desist  on  account  of  a  combination  of  men  of  a  different 
persuasion  and  of  nonresident  proprietors  who   outniirabered  them  at  the 
polls,  The  opposing  society  had  raised  large  suns  of  money  for,  and 
built,  another  meetinr^house;  they  had  also  settled  a  mdnister  and  granted 
him  a  large  salary.  The  general  court  had  granted  a  considerable  tract 
of  land  to  the  first  minister  settled  in  town  but  said  opposing,  society 
ha'^  seized  said  lands  and  installed  their-  minister  thereon.  Said 
opposing,  society  forced  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  to  be  paid  on  each  right, 
chiefly  for  their  minister  and  meetinglaouse ;  also  said  opposinr.  society 
raised  a  tax  of  one  hundred  and  fity  pounds  for  that  use.   In  1769  said 
society  voted  a  tax  of  507  pounds  wholly  for  that  use  and  posted  the  land 
belonging  to  members  of  the  Anabaptist  Society  for  sale  to  force  then  to 
pay  an  equal  proportion  tliereof ,  allowing  the  Anabaptists  nothing  for 
their  meetinghouse  and  m^inister.  At  present  the  Anabaptists  see  nothing 
but  that  their  land  will  be  sold  and  they  disinherited  for  maintenance  of 
a  society  to  which  they  do  not  belong.   The  Baptists  had  appealed  to  the 
g-eneral  court  but  received  no  relief.  Signed  by  Chileab  Smith  and 
Ebenezer  Smith.   In  the  year  1752,  Ephraim  Marble,  Reuben  Ellis,  and 
Philip  Phillips,  ivere  chosen  assessors  for  the  tovm  of  Ashfield  to  make 
a  province  tax,  and  having  been  ordered  by  the  general  court  not  to  tax 
a  settled  minister,  Ephraim  Marble  and  Reuben  Ellis  left  the  Baptist 
m.inister  out  of  the  tax.   Then  Philip  Phillips  complained  to  Court  of 
Quarter  Sessions  of  being  overtaxed  and  a  summons  was  sent  to  the  other 
two  assessors  to  appear  at  court,  held  in  Springfield  in  May,  1762.  V/lien 
the  case  caxiie  up  for  trial,  said  court  would  not  allow  the  assessors  to 
bring  proof  of  said  minister's  settlement,  and  ruled  that,  if  the 
assessors  proved  the  ordination  of  said  minister,  he  would  not  be  free 
from,  paying  taxes.   The  coiort  placed  foui-  pounds  charges  upon  the  assessors 
and  refused  to  allovj  them  an  appeal  to  the  Superior  Court,  (of  judicatuie), 
ruling  there  was  no  appeal  in  that  case;  consequently  the  assessors  xvere 
obliged  to  bear  the  burden  laid  upon  them.  Colonel  Israel  'Jilliams  of 
Hatfield  was  the  chief  justice  of  this  court.  Statem.ent  signed  by 
Ebenezer  Sm.ith  and  Reuben  Ellis,  asserting  thev  were  eye  witnesses,  having 
been  present  in  court.  Edvj.   3  pp.  6  x  7v;-.   (Xr/,  "Ecclesiastical, 
1757-1774",  pp.  558-550.) 
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100.  (PETITION  OF  BAPTIST  aiURCi;  FOR  EXEJ.lPTION  mOLI  CERTAIN 
MIMSTERIAL  TAXES),  Feb.  9,  1770.   1  sheet. 

Petition  of  the  Baptist  Ch\n'ch  and  Society  in  Ashfield  to  Lieutenant 
Governor  Thomas  Eutchinson,  council,  and  house  of  representatives,  stating 
that  they  settled  in  Ashfield  in  the  manner  set  forth  in  their  petition 
(entry  93),  dated  May  24,  1768;  wherein  they  requested  to  be  freed  from 
paying  taxes  for  the  maintenance  of  a  meetinghouse  and  minister  of  a 
society  to  which  they  did  not  belong;  and  according  to  a  co\irt  order  the 
petitioners  notified  the  town  and  proprietors'  clerks  by  giving  them  a 
copy  of  said  petition,  and  an  order  of  said  court  suspending;  further 
collection  of  taxes  until  the  following  spring  sitting-  of  the  court;  not- 
withstanding, the  other  proprietors  posted  petitioners'  lands  for  sale 
arid  assembled  to  sell  same,  but  said  proprietors,  finding  they  had  made  a 
mistake  in  their  proceedings,  put  off  the  sale  to  another  time.  The  peti- 
tioners sent  a  man  to  Boston  last  May  to  get  further  help,  but  matters 
were  in  such  a  chaotic  condition  J^e  returned  before  any  business  was  done. 
There  is  a  tax  of  eleven  pounds,  eighteen  shillings,  and  seven  pence  laid 
on  each  right  in  tovm,  chiefly  for  support  of  a  m.inister  and  for  builc*.f,ng 
a  meetinghouse  for  the  above-named  society.  The  petitioners'  lands  were 
posted  to  be  sold  the  first  Wednesday  in  April  unless  the  tax  v;as  paid; 
the  petitioners,  being  unable  to  pay  the  tax,  see  nothing  before  them  but 
to  be  disinherited  for  support  of  a  society  to  which  they  did  not  belong. 
Thus  the  petitioners  prayed  the  court  to  take  their  case  into  considera- 
tion and  free  them  and  their  lands  from  paying  the  said  tax  or  any  other 
for  the  above-said  society's  support;  also  petitioners  desired  that  money 
already  paid  for  maintenance  and  support  for  the  other  society's  meeting- 
house be  restored  to  them.  The  petitioners  stated  that  their  society 
needed  a  meetinghouse  and  would  have  built  one  some  years  ago  had  it  not 
been  for  the  burdens  so  unjustly  laid  upon  them.  Signed  by  Ebenezer 
Smith,  John  Blackmer,  and  Aaron  Lyon  in  behalf  of  the  church  and  society. 
Rdw.   1  p.  ll:   X  12.   (XIV,  "Ecclesiastical,  1757-1774",  p.  556.) 

101.  (RESOLirE  OF  GENERAL  COURT  REGARDING  PETITION  OF  AiNABAPTIST 
SOCIETY),  Apr.  3,  1770.   1  sheet. 

Resolve  of  house  of  representatives,  April  3,  1770,  on  petition  of  the 
Anabaptist  Society  and  Church  of  Ashfield:  Tliat  petitioners  notifj--  the 
proprietors  of  lands  in  Ashfield  by  serving  the  clerk  of  said  proprietors 
with  a  copy  of  said  petition,  that  said  proprietors  may  appear  at  the 
next  sitting  of  the  general  ooiu:t  to  shovj  cause,  if  any,  why  said  peti- 
tioners' prayer  should  not  be  granted;  that  the  sale  of  said  petitioners' 
lands  be  stayed  in  the  meantime.  Read  in  the  council,  April  4,  1770, 
nonconcur.red,  and  ordered  that  said  petition  be  disinissed.  In  council, 
April  7,  1770,  .the  board  resumed  consideration  of  said  petition  and 
passed  above  resolve  in  concurrence  with  the  amendment  "provided  the  same 
hafd  not  already  been  sold."  Read  in  house  of  representatives,  April  7, 
1770,  nonconcurred,  and  ordered  that  said  petition  be  tabled.  The  house 
of  representatives,  April  10,  1770,  resumed  consideration  of  said  petition 
and  resolved  that  the  petitioners  notify  the  proprietors  of  lands  in 
Ashfield  of  said  petition  and  the  paper  called  "An  Account  of  the  Suffer- 
ings of  the  Church  in  Ashfield",  by  serving  the  clerk  of  said  proprietors 
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101.  (RESOLVE  OF  GENERAL  COURT  REGARDING  PETITION  OF  ANABAPTIST 
SOCIETY),  (Cont'd) 

with  a  copy  of  said  petition  and  paper,  that  the  proprietors  may  shovj' 
cause  at  the  next  May  sitting  'of  the  general  court  v;hy  petitioners'  prayer 
should  not  be  granted;  that  the  sale  of  petitioners'  lands  be  stayed  in 
the  meantime.  Read  in  council,  April  10,  1770,  and  concurred.  Consented 
to,  April  26,  1770,  by  (Governor  Thomas)  Hutchinson.   Hdw.  2  p.  7^-  x  5. 
(XIV,  "Ecclesiastical,  1757-1774",. pp.  5S4-A,  5n<!.-3.) 

102.  (PETITION  OF  TIIE  BAPTIST  COWJTTEE  OK  GRIEi/ENCES)  ,  Nov.  14, 
1770.   2  sheets. 

Petition  of  the  comnittee,  appointed  by  the  Baptist  churches,  to  the 
Lieutenant  Governor,  council,  and  house  of  representatives,  praying  for 
the  court's  friendly  legislative  interposition  that  their  brethren  be 
saved  from  threatening  ruin  and  disquietude  of  mind  arising  from  some  of 
the  lav;s  of  this  province,  ecclesiastical  in  nature,  which  deprive  the 
Baptists  of  the  privileges  granted  in  the  charter,  especially  one  law 
made  in  favor  of  the  proprietors  of  the  town  of  Ashfield  v/hich  supersedes 
all  acts  of  the  general  court.   The  petitioners  stated  that  in  consequence 
of  said  law  any  by  a  power  granted  to  the  proprietors  of  Ashfield,  three 
hundred  and  ninety-eight  acres  of  the  Ashfield  Baptists'  land  had  been 
sold  to  build  a  meetinghouse  and  settle  a  minister  of  another  faith;  that 
part  of  said  land  belonged  to  the  Reverend  Ebenezer  Smith,  v;ho ,  with  his 
father  and  others,  built  a  fort  at  their  own  expense,  and  v;ere  a  frontier 
for  tvjo  years  during  the  Indian  vjar;  that  part  of  said  land  had  been  laid 
out  into  a  burying  ground;  that  on  account  of  another  provision  in  the 
above-mentioned  lav;  of  the  general  court  no  Baptist  can  avail  himself 
even  of  that  law,  in  newly  settled  tovms,  thus  virtually  preventing: 
settling  of  Baptists  in  such  to".vns.  Therefore  petitioners  ask  that  the 
general  court  relieve  their  distress  by  repealing  the  law  entitled  "An 
Act  in  Addition  to  an  Act  for  Erecting  the  Plantation  called  Euntstown 
into  a  Tovm  by  the  Name  of  Ashfield";  that  the  Baptists'  lands  vjhich 
vjere  taken  from  them  for  support  of  a  minister  of  another  faith  be 
returned  to  them;  that  the  Baptists  be  awarded  damages  for  injuries 
suffered,  thus  enabling  their  brethren  in  different  parts  of  the  ^jrovince 
to  recover  losses  made  to  sustain  them  on  religious  account;  that  per- 
petual exem.ption  be  granted  all  Baptists  and  their  congregations  for  all 
ministerial  taxes  to  the  full  intent  and  meaning  of  the  charter  of  the 
province,  that  all  taxes  paid  heretofore  be  disannulled  on  any  of  the 
Baptists.   Signed  by  Sam  Stillman,  Hugh  Smith,  and  John  Davis  for  the 
committee.  Read  in  house  of  representatives,  November  14,  1770,  and 
ordered  that  proprietors  of  the  tovm  of  Ashfield  be  notified  by  serving 
the  proprietors'  clerk  with  a  copy  of  the  petition,  that  they  may  show 
cause  why  prayer  should  not  be  granted;  and  all  further  proceedings  of 
the  act  entitled  "An  Act  in  Addition  to  an  Act  for  Erecting  the  New 
Plantation  Called  Euntstown  into  a  Town  by  Name  of  Ashfield",  be  stayed. 
Read  in  council,  Novem-ber  15,  1770,  and  concurred.  Read  again  in  council, 
April  17,  1771,  together  with  ansvjer,  and  ordered  that  William  Brattle 
and  V/illiam  Sever  and  such  as  the  house  shall  join  be  a  committee  to  take 
same  into  consideration,  hear  parties,  and  report  what  is  proper  to  be 
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102.  {PETITION  OF  TrlE  BAPTIST  COl.ITITTEE  OTT  CI^IEVANCES)  ,  (Cont'd) 
done.  Read  in  house  of  representatives,  April  17,  1771,  and  concurred 
and  Ca-tain  Barnes,  llr.  Al:in,  and  llr.  Ingersol  of  'lestfield  be  joined  in 
the  affair.  Hdw.  4  pp.  9  x  15.   (XIV,  "Ecclesiastical,  1757-1774", 

pp.  592-595.) 

103.  (REPLY  OF  PROPRIETORS  OF  ASI-IFIELD  TO  PETITION  OF  BAPTIST 
COM'.IITTES  ON  GRIEVANCE),  Mar.  27,  1771.  4  sheets. 

Reply  of  the  proprietors  of  Ashfield  to  Governor  Thomas  Hutchinson, 
council,  and  house  of  representatives  concernin£j  petition  of  the  Anabaptist 
Comriiittee  of  Grievance,  in  which  said  proprietors  stated  the  religious 
and  educational  baclcground  of  said  Baptists  and  their  reasons  for  estab- 
lishing and  becoming  a  part  of  said  sect;  thej"-  also  stated  that  many  of 
the  representations  made  by  the  Baptists  are  both  unfair  and  false,  and 
that  taxes,  for  obtaining  vrhich  the  Baptists'  lands  were  sold,  were  raised 
for  purposes  in  v/hich  said  Baptists  were  equally  vjith  the  other  proprie- 
tors bound  to  see  accomplished;  that  in  the  accomplishing  of  said  acts, 
the  Baptists,  as  a  body  and  as  individuals,  profited;  that  it  would  be 
unfair  and  unjust  to  order  restitution  or  damages  according  to  the  Baptists' 
prayer;  therefor  the  respondents  trust  governor  and  general  coiirt  will 
not  grant  that  part  of  the  said  petition.  Edw.  8  pp.  8  x  12-|.   (XTV, 
"Ecclesiastical,  1757-1774",  pp.  595-503.) 

104.  (REPORT  OF  COl.IT.IITTEE  OF  THE  GEI^ERAL  COURT  TO  CONSIUER  PETITION 
OF  BAPTIST  (3?IEVANCE  COIMITTEE) ,  Apr.  24,  1771.   3  sheets. 

The  coranittee  appointed  by  the  general  court  to  consider  the  petition  of 
Islessrs.  Stillnan,  Smith,  and  Davis,  having  heard  the  parties  report  as 
follows:  That  whereas  the  petitioners  complain  they  have  been  arbitrarily 
deprived  of  their  estates,  the  committee  feels  it  is  right  so  to  do  vjhen 
the  wills  and  consciences  of  said  petitioners  are  opposed  to  fulfilling 
the  conditions  of  their  grant;  the  committee  also  feels  that  the  general 
court  has  made  sundry  laws  for  relief  of  the  Baptists,  and  the  committee 
would  recommend  any  additional  relief  for  said  Baptists  which  would  be 
consistent  with  the  lav;s  of  God  or  nan;  therefore  the  comjnittee  asked 
Reverend  I'cc.   Davis  to  report  in  vnriting  the  desires  of  his  society  in  order 
that  the  committee  might  lay  them  before  the  court.   In  1735  upon  a 
petition  of  Ebeneeer  Hunt  and  others,  the  court  granted  said  petitioners 
a  tovmship  six  miles  square,  and  ordered  that  said  town  be  laid  out  into 
sixty-three  equal  shares  for  public  use;  said  court  also  ordered  that  on 
each  of  the  sixty  shares  the  petitioners  should,  within  three  years  of 
said  grant,  settle  one  family,  build  a  house,  establish  a  learned  orthodox 
minister  and  a  convenient  meetinghouse;  each  settler  was  required  to  give 
a  bond  to  the  province  for  fulfilling  said  conditions  of  grant  and  all 
lots  upon  which  the  conditions  of  said  grant  were  not  fulfilled  were  to 
be  at  disposition  of  the  province.   In  1765  the  plantation  vjas  erected  in- 
to a  town  by  the  name  of  Ashfield,  v/herein  it  was  enacted  that  all  taxes 
raised  for  m.aintenance  of  a  minister  and  building  a  meetinghouse  be  levied 
on  the  several  proprietors  according  to  their  interests;  an  additional  act 
provided  for  the  sale  of  anj'  proprietor's  land  where  said  conditions  were 
not  fulfilled;  thus  the  committee  found  that  no  unfairness  was  shovm  in  the 
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104.  (REPOHT  OF  COr.C.IITTEE  OH  THE  GEKE.RAL  COURT  TO  C0N3IDEK  PETITION 
OF  EAFTI3T  GRIEVANCE  CO^aaTTEE)  ,  (Cont'd) 

sale  of  the  petitioners'  lands,  but  every  transaction  was  fair,  neigh- 
borly, and  legal;  the  committee  though  desirous  of  doinj,  everything 
possible  for  persons  of  every  denoraination  of  Christians,  for  reasons 
before  mentioned,  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  petition  be  dismissed. 
Signature  of  'J.  Brattle  for  committee.  Read  in  house  of  representatives, 
April  24,  1771,  accepted,  and  ordered  petition  be  dismissed.  Read  in 
house  of  representatives,  April  25,  1771,  and  nonconcixrred,  and  ordered 
that  Mr.  Denny,  Colonel  Bov;ers,  and  Mr.  Ingersol  of  Great  Harrington 
with  such  others  as  the  Board  shall  join,  bring  in  a  bill  for  repealing 
and  making  void  an  act  made  and  passed  in  the  eighthyear  of  the  present 
majestie's  reign  entitled  "An  Act  in  Addition  to  an  Act  for  Erecting 
the  New  Plantation  Called  Euntstovm  into  a  Town  by  Name  of  Ashfield". 
Read  in  council,  April  25,  1771,  and  nonconcurred.  Edw.   5  pp.  8  x  12;. 
(XIV,  "Ecclesiastical,  1757-1774",  pp.  604-508.) 

105.  (LETTER  FROi:  GOVERNOR  TE-IOIAS  KUTCIillSON  TO  EARL  OF 
EILL3B0R01TGH)  ,  Oct.  18,  1771.   1  sheet. 

Governor  acknowledges  receipt  of  Eis  Majesty's  order  disallowing  an  act 
passed  by  general  assembly  of  the  province  entitled  "An  Act  in  Addition 
to  an  Act,  Entitled  an  Act  for  Erecting  the  New  Plantation  Called 
Huntstovm,  in  the  County  of  Hampshire,  into  a  Tovm  by  Name  of  Ashfield", 
and  aclmov/ledges  his  heving  given  public  notification  that  all  persons 
concerned  govern  themselves  accordingly.  Edw.   1  p.  7*  x  15-5,   (XXVII, 
"Hutchinson's  Letters,  1770-74",  p.  248.) 

105.   (REPORT  OF  TI-IE  COMMITTEE  OF  TEE  GEI^1ERAL  COURT  ON  LAITO  SALES 
ADJUSTIvEKT)  ,  April  22,  1772.   2  sheets. 
The  committee  represented  by  Timothy  7tfoodbridge  found  that  notT,vithstand- 
ing  previous  taxes,  several  of  the  proprietors  of  Ashfield  are  still  in 
arrears  463  pounds  and  15  shillings  which  the  proprietors  owe  to  several 
persons  for  services  to  the  propriety;  also  that  the  proprietors  had,  in 
accordance  with  grant,  set  up  a  meetinghouse  and  settled  a  worthy  minister, 
Reverend  Mr.  Sherwin;  that  said  minister  had  not  received  his  salary  for 
past  several  years  due  to  lack  of  funds  on  account  of  large  expenditures 
for  lawsuits  respecting  boundaries,  and  making  and  m^aintaining  highways. 
Since  therewere  75  families  settled  in  said  toi/im,  many  of  the  Baptist 
persuasion  and  both  denominations  poor,  the  coiTimittee  was  of  the  opinion 
that  because  the  land  sold  in  1763,  1764,  1765  was  uncultivated,  the  sale 
be  made  valid;  the  proprietors  whose  land  was  sold  in  1770  should  be 
allov/ed  to  redeem  same  by  payment  of  their  taxes  and  costs  of  sale,  V7ith 
interest,  returning  any  overplus  received,  provided  such  lands  were  in 
the  hands  of  the  original  purchaser,  or  unless  a  subsequent  purchaser 
released  his  claim  to  the  sane;  that  if  proprietors  neglect  or  refuse  to 
redeem  land  sold  in  1770,  said  sales  shall  be  confirmed  to  the  purchasers 
as  valid;  also  that  a  tax  of  two  pence  per  acre  be  laid  on  lands  in  the 
tovmship  of  Ashfield  for  three  years,  to  pay  arrears  due  to  said  proprie- 
tors; and  in  consideration  of  inhabitants  being  poor  and  in  debt  that 
they  be  excused  from  governraent  and  county  taxes  for  thjree  years;  that 
the  inhabitants,  exclusive  of  the  Baptists,  finish  constructing  the 


84 

(106-107)  State  Archives 

106.  (REPORT  OF  TTHi;  COIlilTTEE  OF  TI^l  GEJERAL  COURT  ON  LAND  SALES 
ADJTJSTTIEi^TT),  (Cont'd) 

meetinghouse,  and  hereafter  support  Reverend  Mr.  Shenvin.  Read  in  council, 
April  22,  1772,  and  sent  down.   In  house  of  representatives,  April  23, 
1772,  on  petition  of  proprietors  of  Ashfield,  resolved  that  consideration 
of  same,  together  with  report  of  Timothy  Woodbridge  and  others,  committee 
appointed  by  general  court  to  inquire  into  proceedings  of  proprietors  and 
grievances,  be  referred  to  next  session  of  court  and  further  resolved 
that  all  processes,  law  suits,  etc.,  brought  against  said  proprietors  be 
suspended  until  that  time.  Read  and  concurred  in  council,  April  23,  1772. 
Read  again  in  council,  June  5,  1772,  and  ordered  that  Colonel  Otis  and 
Mr.  Phillips  with  such  as  shall  be  joined  in  house  be  a  cormittee  to 
consider  same,  hear  parties,  and  report  what  may  bo  proper  to  be  done 
thereon.  Read  and  concurred  in  house  of  representatives,  June  6,  1772, 
and  Colonel  Williar.is  of  Pittsfield,  I.Ir.  Sprague,  and  Colonel  VJhitcomb  be 
joined.  Read  and  concurred  in  council,  June  6,  1772.  Hd;v.   3  pp.  7-?  x 
12-|.   (CZVIII,  "Towns,  1753-1774",  pp.  575-577*) 

107.  (DECISION  OF  COr.lHTTEE  APPOINTED  TO  ODNSIDER  REPORT  OF  LAND 
SALES  COeHTTEE),  June  25,  1772.   2  sheets. 

Committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  the  general  court  which  vjent  to  Ashfield  in  September,  have  examined 
that  report,  heard  the  parties,  and  report  the  following  resolves  aS  taken 
into  a  new  draf t 1  That  land  sales  made  in  1763,  1764,  1765  by  assessors 
or  committee  for  said  sales  in  Ashfield  for  pajTnent  of  taxes  be  deemed 
valid;  that  all  proprietors  whose  lands  were  sold  for  payment  of  taxes  by 
assessors  chosen  in  1759  and  by  them  sold  in  1770  shall  be  empowered,  if 
so  inclined,  to  redeem  same  by  paying  their  taxes  and  costs  arising  from 
said  sales  v/ith  interest,  and  returning  any  overplus;  and  if  any  proprie- 
tors whose  lands  were  sold  in  1770  neglect  or  refuse  to  redeem  same  within 
three  months,  said  sales  shall  be  confirmed;  provided,  that  Chileab  Smith's 
lands  be  exempt  from  said  provision,  since  his  lands  were  sold  thru  error; 
that  in  case  of  dispute  in  actions  to  reclaim,  land  sold  in  1.770,  a  committtee 
be  empowered  to  determine  sum  to  be  paid,  judgment  of  two  of  the  three  to 
be  final;  that  a  tax  of  2  pence  an  acre  be  levied  on  all  land  in  said 
town,  the  public  lands  and  lands  of  Baptists  excepted,  for  three  years,  to 
enable  proprietors  to  pay  their  debts  and  fulfill  conditions  of  grant; 
that  to  relieve  the  poverty  and  distressed  circimistances  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Ashfield,  they  be  exempted  from  paying  tiie  province  and  county  taxes 
for  three  years  to  come;  that  the  inhabitants,  exclusive  of  the  Baptists, 
be  at  the  expense  of  finishing  the  meetinghouse  and  in  the  future  support 
Reverend  l^lr.  Sherwin.  Read  in  council,  June  25,  1772,  and  sent  down. 
Read  in  house  of  representatives,  June  26,  1772,  and  recommitted.  The 
committee  on  July  1,  1772  report  they  have  reconsidered  foregoing  report 
and  desire  leave  to  report  as  by  the  bill  herewith  reported;  signature  of 
James  Otis  for  the  committee.  Read  in  council,  July  i,  1772,  and  sent 
down.  Hdw.   3  pp.  7-^  x  12-i.   (CX7III,  "Towns,  1763-74",  p^.  578-580.) 
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108.   (AN  ACT  APPOINTING  A  COMvIITTEE  EOR  ADJUSTING  LAND  SALES)  , 
Feb.  5,  1773.  2  sheets. 
VJhereas  doubts  have  arisen  concerning  the  validity  of  the  sales  of  lands 
of  such  as  were  called  delinquent  proprietors  of  the  Tovraahip  of 
Ashfield  in  the  County  of  Eanpshire,  made  by  the  assessors  or  coininittees 
of  proprietors  of  said  township  for  the  years  1763,  1764,  1755,  and 
actions  are  now  pending  in  law  for  recovering,  the  possession  of  said 
lands  from  persons  who  purchased  the  same  or  are  nov;  holders;  and  whereas 
it  will  tend  to  cause  great  disquietness  to  said  tovmship  if  such  sales 
should  be  judged  invalid  and  insufficient  in  lav/,  be  it  resolved:  Tliat 
George  Leonard  Jr.,  Jedediah  Foster,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Denny  be  a  committee 
fully  authorized  to  go  to  said  tovm  and  hear  the  committee  of  the  pro- 
prietors and  also  each  of  the  persons  or  the  representatives  of  said 
persons  whose  lands  have  been  sold  in  the  years  and  manner  aforesaid; 
said  committe«  shall  judge  and  determine  what  the  lands  thus  sold  were 
truly  worth  at  the  time  of  the  sales,  over  and  above  the  sums  for  which 
they  were  in  fact  sold,  together  with  all  the  damages  vjhich  m.ay  have 
actually  accrued  to  each  proprietor  resulting  from  said  sale;  the 
committee  will  make  a  report  of  their  doings  at  the  next  session  of  this 
court  in  May  next  that  order  may  then  be  taken  for  establishing  and 
rendering  valid  said  sales,  or  such  action  as  the  court  deems  just  and 
equitable;  all  proceedings  in  the  law  grounded  upon  the  invalidity  of  such 
sales  are  stayed  in  the  meantime;  said  committee  shall  give  public  notice 
in  all  Boston  newspapers  of  the  time  and  place  of  meeting,  that  all 
interested  persons  may  attend.  Passed  by  house  of  representatives, 
February  4,  1773.  Read  in  council,  February  5,  1773,  and  concurred. 
Consented  to  by  (Governor)  T(homas)  Hutchinson.  Edw.  3  pp.  6-r-  x  3. 
(CXVIII,  "Towns,  1763-1774",  pp.  672,  573,  673A.) 

For  a  printed  version  of  this  act,  see  Province  Acts  and  Resolves, 
XVIII,  pp.  581,  582. 
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I'lASSACITTSETTS  AHCIT/ES,    417    vols,    in  418,   variously  titled,   mss,;  also 
unbound  material   in  file  drawers. 

The  Decennial  Census,   1955,   pamphlet,   Boston,    no   date. 


Secondary 

Everts,  Louis  H. ,  History  of  the  Connecticut  Valley  in  Massachusetts, 
Philadelphia,  1879,  2  vols'." 

Hall,  G.  Stanley,  Life  and  Confessions  of  a  Fs:^choloj-_is_t ,  Ke^v  Yor!:,  1923. 

Eam-pshire  Gazette,  1786-1940,  file  in  Forbes  Library,  Northampton,  Mass. 
(1912). 

Eowes,  Frederick  G.,  History  of  the  Town  of  Ashfield,  Franklin  Coimty, 
From  Its  Settlenent  in  1742-1910,  Also  an  Historical  Sketch  o_f  _t he_To vm 
vTritten  by  Reverend  Thonas  Shepard"  in  1834,  published  by  the  town,  no 
date. 

Lansing,  Marion,  Vzvy   Lyon  Tlirough_Eer  Letters y  Boston,  1937. 

Malone,  Dumas,  ed. ,  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  Nevj  York,  1934. 

Massachusetts  Bureau  of  the  Statistics  of  Labor,  Census  of  the  Corjionwealth 
of  Massachusetts,  1905,  4  vols.,  Boston,  1909. 

Universalist  Register,  1902,  1907,  1909,  published  annually  by  the  Universa- 
list  Publishing  Rouse,  Boston. 
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PUSLICATI0N3  OF  Ti:E   FI3T0RICAL  RECORDS  SIEVEY  IN  !.L\S3ACEU3E1TS 

Note:   Except  where  noted,  all  volumes  are  published 
at  the  state  headquarters  of  the  Historical 
Records  Survey,  Sharp  School,  Pinckney  & 
Anderson  Streets,  Boston,  Llass. 

Abstract  and  Index  of  the  Records  of  the  Inferiour  Court  of  Pleas 

(Suffolk  County  Court)  Eeld  at  Boston,  1580-1&9S,  (iii,  224pp., 
mim. ,  1940) . 

American  Portrai ts,  1620-1825,  Found  in  Massachusetts^  2  vol s . ,  ( i v , 
254  pp.  and' 318  ppV,' mult. 'dupl. ,  Hay ,  193T)  . 

Brief  Mistory  of  the  Tov;n  of  Braintree  in  Massachusetts,  1640-1940 , 

compiled  and  written  for  the  Tercentenary  Committee,  Marion  Sophia 
Arnold,  ed. ,  (64  pp.,  Boston,  Thomas  Todd  Co.,  1940). 

Calendar  of  the  Ceneral  Kenry  Knox  Papers  in  the  Boston  Public  Library, 
(Ti,  19  p-R.,  mult.  dupT. ,' I>,:"ay ,  1959)." 

Calendar  of  the  Letters  of  Charles  Robert  Sarvjin  to  Asa  Cray,  (vii, 
148  pp.,. mult,  dupl.,  December,  1939). 

Calendar  of  the  Ryd_er  ^Collection  _of  Confederate__Archiyes  at  Tufts  College, 
•  ~(v,"  165"  pp".V  rafcf.  ,"T94bT.'  ■ 

?1J^^J   ai^d  Journal,  1755-1807,  of  S_eth  Metcalf ,  (iii,  31  pp.,  mult,  dupl., 
O'c'tober,  "1939")  .' 

Description  of  the  Manuscript  Collect  ions  o  f__t  he_  Massa  chusetts  Diocesan 
Library,  (ii,  81  pp.,  mult.  duplV,  February,  1939T. 

Guide  to  Manuscript  Depositories  in  Massachusetts ,  (ii,  160  pp.,  mim.., 
September,  1939T* 

Index  to  the  Hampshire  Gazette,  1786-1937,  3  vols.,  (vii,  L17 ,   215,  and 
295  pp.',"  raim."  Ifay,  19 3 9)  ." 

Index  to  the  Proclamations  of  Massachusetts,  16aD_-1936,  2  vols.,  (xvii, 
200  and  153  pp.',' !:n'im.V  April ,  'iS'^Tj". 

Inventory  to  the  County  Archives  of  Massachusetts,  No.  5,  Essex  County., 
(ii,  370  pp.' mil::.  ,  Decem;oe'r'7T9'37")~. 

Inventory  of  the  Town  and  Ci_ty  Ar(^i^_£  j3f  Massachusejbts,  (Series) 
No.  6  Franklin  _Comity 

Vol.  "i  Ashfield,'  (ii,  98  pp.  mi:-:.,  1940). 
Vol.  Ill  Buckland,  (ii,  74  pp.  mim..,  1940). 
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Inventory  of  the  Town  and  City  Archives  of  Massachusetts,    ( Cont ' d) 
Ho.    7  r'appden  County 

Vol."  V  Chicopee,    (xi,    296  pp.   mult,    dupl.,   and  nira.  , 
October,    1959), 

No.    11  Norfolk   County 

Vol_j__I_ Avon ,    (ii,   83  pp.  malt,  dupl.>  May,   1939). 

Vol.    II  Bellingham,    (ii,    76  pp.   nult.    dupl.,   August,   1939). 

Vol.   IV  Brookl_in_e,    (v,   348  pp.   mult,    dupl.,   1940). 

No.  15  Suffolk  County 

Vol.  I,  Part  5  Boston, (v,  356  pp.  mult,  dupl.,  1940). 

No.  14  Worcester  County 

Vol.  Ill  Auhiirn,  (iii,  89  pp.  mim.  ,  February,  1940). 
Vol.  r\^  Barre,  (iii,  132  pp.  rain.  1940)'. 

Sketch  of  History  and  Government  (reprints  for  use  of  public  schools) 
No.  6  Franklin  County 

Vol.  Ill  Buckland,  (ii,  56  pp.  nin.  1940). 

No.  11  Norfolk  County 

Vol.  IV  Brooklin-e,  (ii,  74  pp.  mult,  dupl.,  1940). 

No.  14  Worcester  County 


Vol.  ry  Barre,  (ii,  45  pp.  nim.  1940) 
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SITBXECT  AI-ID  EK1RY  IIJDEX 
(Underlined  nunersls  refer  to  pages,  others  to  entry  numbers) 


Abatement 
See  al_so  Motor  Vehicles;  Tax 
county  tax,  106 
motor  vehicle  excise,  3-vii 
record,  41 
Abbreviations ,  36 
Academy,  see  Sanderson 
Accounts,  certification  of,  39_ 
Act 

Anabaptist  petition,  101 

to  establish  municipal  v;ater 

supply,  27 
of  incorporation  of  tovra,  15, 
29-i,  91 
anendinent  to ,  92 
land  sale  adjustment,  108 
order  annulling,  105 
Adams,  28 
Asent ,  ie_ 

of  board,  ol^ 
of  health,  GO 

annual  report  of,  74 
appointed  by  selectmen,  _39 
burial,  see  Burial 
A£.ri culture,  see  Farr.i  nro ducts; 

Sanderson  Academy 
Akin,  I- jr.,  102 
Albanah,  18 
Albany,  18 
Aaendment  to  act  creating 

Ashfield,  95 
An  Account  of  the  Sufferings  of 

~t"he  "Chur c"h  i~n  Ashfi_e Id ,  101 
Anabaptist,  lb ,"^3",  96" 
Church,  97 

sufferings  of,  99 
committee  of  grievance,  103 
Society,  14 ,  99 

petitiorT'of ,  97,  101 
re"ly  to,  94 
Anir.-als 
Se_e  also  Cattle;  Cows;  Dog 
officer;  Eorses;  Oxen;  Swine 
inspector  of,  _51,  39_ 
history  of,  61 


Annual  report  of,  2 
agent  of  board  of  health,  74 
auditor ,  47 
director 

of  hom.e  economics,  61 
of  special  school  subjects,  54 
librarian,  65 
music  supervisor,  53 
overseers  of  the  poor,  70 
park  comr:iissioners,  73 
school 

agriculture  instructor,  60 
nurse,  52 
ph^/sician,  51 
principal,  59 
superintendent  of,  50 
selectF.en,  32,  3 
tovm  clerl:,  13 
treasurer,  44 
of  library,  66 
Antipedobaptists,  15 
•^ples,  _1£ 
Appointments  by 
moderator,  56 
school  committee,  55 
selectmen,  51_,  3_8,  39_,  _64,  65_ 
as  board  of  health,  51,  59,  _62 
Appropriation,  3-ii  a 
for  bounties,  ^ 
for  library,  27 
for  meetinghouse,  ^ 
park  commissioners,  78 
for  preaching,  &_ 
to  repair  meetinghouse,  13 
for  school,  52,  53,  49-ii  a 
first,  2_1 
Architecture,  New  England,  _23 
Archives,  70-85 
Area,  _3,  11~ 
of  town,  4 
of  township,  104 
Army,  Continent?;l,  J^ 
Arsenal,  town,  _19_ 
Ashfield 
See  also  Town 
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Ashfield  (Cont'd) 

Baptist  Church,  98 

Burial  Ground  Association,   26 

Cooperative  Creanery  Association,  19_ 

England,  11 

Library  Association,  S7_,  _58_ 

Plain  Baptist  Church,  23 
.  7/ater  Company,  27 
established,  _27_ 
rechartered,  _27_ 
'/forks,  26 
Assessment 

for  support  of  minister,  99 

tax 

amount  of,  29-v 
total,  3-vii 
Assessors,  11,  13,  32,  35,  38,  49,  99 
See  ^_so_  Tax 

charged  by   court,    99 

history  of,  49 

minutes  of,  l-iv,  36 

proprietors   empovjered   to    choose,    95 

records  of, '36-41 

selectm.en   acted  as,   31 

toiwiship,    108 
Assets,   2-i   a,    44-i 

and  liabilities,  3-ii  b 
Athens,  3 

Attendance,  school,  see  School 
Auditor,  31,  5_2_ 

annual  report  of,  47 

elected,  52_ 

history  of,  ;31 

records  of,  47 

state,  2-iv-d 
Auditor's  certification  of  treasurer's 

accounts,  44-ii 
Automobiles  assessed 

number  of,  5-vii 

valuation  of,    3-vii 


B 


Banquets,  benefit  Sanderson  Academy, 

25 
Baptist 

Association,  certification  b",  98 
Church,  15_ 
.  petition  of,  100 
Second,  22 


Baptist  (Cont'd) 

committee  petition,  102 
Corner,  22,  27 

Bridge,  donors  of,  3-i 
Yard,  26 
families,  106 
grievance  committee,  15_ 
hill,  1£ 

lands  exempted  from  tax,  107 
meetinghouse,  £4 
Baptists,  3_,  _5,  22 
Ashfield,  102 
Buck-land,  £2 
Freewill,  22 

lands  sold  for  taxes,  103 
Barnes,  Captain,  102 
Beal,  3enjam-in,  16_ 
Bear  River,  1_0 

Br-id£':e,  10_ 
Beef,  packer"  of,  31 
Belcher,  Gov.  Jonathan,  80 
Beldinc 

Anne  Kirk,  62_ 
fund,  _52 

Memorial  Library,  32,  _34,  35 
expenditiu?es,  67 
receipts,  67 
trustees  of,  _32 
Kilo  M. ,  2£,  58 ,  62 
donation,  _27 
Junior,  68 
Samuel,  11,  30-i 
Bem^ent  and  Beldinc,  20 
Bequest  to  town  for  benefit  of 

poor,  32-ii 
Berkshire  Ttail,  28 
Bernard 

Dr.  Jno.,  86 
Governor,  1]^ 

Francis,    93,   97 
land  of,    91 
Births,   13- iv   a,    14- i 
See  also  Vital  Statistics 
index  to,   15 
return  of,   16 
Blac}aner,   John,    7_,    97,    100 
Blake,  Eosea,  _21 
Blanchard,   Joseph,   84 
Board,  s_ee  Assessors;  Health; 
Librar;-;  Registrars;   School; 
Selectmen;   '.'Jelfare 
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Bond  of  settler,    A,    104 
Books,   library 

additions   tc ,   2-ii 
list  of,    55-i 
Boston,   100 

tovmships  nos.    1   and  2,   85,   86 
Boundaries 
coiimittee ,    &_ 
of  £:rant ,    7_ 

rluntstovm,   Deerfield,    83,    84 
Boundary 

line,   5,    23,    30-ii 

committee  of  general  court, 
10 
report,  82 

lavjsuits,  106 
Bounds,  perambulation  of,  S3 
Bounties 

appropriation  i^or,  _22_ 
for  Indian 
captives,  9_ 
E'^glps,  _2. 
orders  authorizin.^ ,  30-iii 
receipts  for,  45 
Bowers,  Colonel,  104 
Braintree,  5 
Branch 

libraries,  £?_ 
post  offices,  2]^ 
Brattle,  VJillism,  102,  104 
Briar  Hill  Cemetery,  26_ 
Bridge,  90 
town,  10_ 
Browning,  _25^ 
Buclrland,  22_,  28 

Baptists,  2  2 
Building' 
See  also  Church;  Library;  School 
academy,  _25,  2_5 
inspector,  51 
Burial 
Se_e  also  Burying;  Cemeteries 
a£ent 

appointment  of,  _38_ 
history  of,  _62 
eroiJinds ,  _26 
Eurritt,  Elihu,  _24 
Buryin£' 
See  also  Burial;  Cemeteries 
f-Jound,"  102 
Plain,  _2_6_ 
";^lace,  5,  26 


Butter,  1£ 
B^/lav/s 

Sanderson  Academy,  58 

to'<7n ,  13-i 


25 


Cable  ,  George  7»'. 
Canada ,  3_ 

e:-:pedition  to,  33 
Captain 

Adar:  Cushin^; ,  A 

Ephrar-i  I'unt,  _3 
Carding  m-ills,  20 
Carlyle,  25 
Cattle 
See  aloo  Anim^als 

inspections,  record  of,  77 

inspector,  61 
Cem.eteries,  _25 

See  also  Burial;  Burying 
Census 

pupil,  _se£  School 

state,  2C_ 
of  1930,  20 
Centre  Cemetery,  -^'6 
Certificate 

of  marriace, .16 

of  oath  of  office,    28 
Certification 

of  accounts,    47 

by  Baptist  Association,    98 

of  treas-orer's   accounts,    44- ii 
Chap in,   Nathan,    14,   95,    97 
Chart  of  town  government ,   30 
Charter,  Ashfield  Water   Company,   27_ 
Cheese,   19 
Chief 

fire,  _54 

police,  5_3 
Childs,  grant  to,  85 
Chirograph:',  24 
Church,  24 
See  also  i:eetin£;house 
■"of  Ashfield ,  101 

bell,  ringing  of,  4 

building 
first,  22 
erected,  22 
on  Plain,'  23 

of  Christ,  98 


Subject  and  Entry  Index 


94 


Church  (Cont'd) 
controversies,  _21 
dissentions,  3 
separatist,  _16 
Circuit  preachers,  24 

See  also  l^inister 
Civil 

service,  £5 
'.Var,  22,  46 
Clarlc  University,  25 
Clerk 

of  board  of  health,  see  Health 
of  market,  31 

proprietors' ,'_4,  13,  95,  101 
tovvn,  s_ee  Tovra 
Coalition  group,  free  soil,  _21^ 
Collars,  20 
Collector 

proprietors',  _4,  _18 
tax,  s_ee  Tax 

ministerial,  31_,  69 
Commissioners 
park,  32 
water,  27 
Committee 

Baptist  grievance,  102 

petition  of,  104 
of  correspondence,  19 
of  five,  _4 

to  fix  boundaries,  _5,  83 
of  general  coiirt,  report  of,  104 
to  hire  minister,  _8 
on  land  sale,  105,  108 
prudential  school,  5_3 
on  repairs  to  tovm  hall,  2-iv  a 
report 

on  land  sale  adjustment,  106^  107 
on  petition  for  land,  31 
school,  see  School 
of  three",  5_,  17 
Commomvealth  of  I-Jassacliusetts,  3_,  13 
2-iv  e 
See  also  I.assachusetts;  State 
Conflict  v^ith  England,  18 
Congregation,  division  in,  23 
Congregational 

Church,  3_,  22,  23 
First,  23 
New,  23 
original,  2o_ 
minister,  24' 


Constable,  11,  _31,  5_q,  63 

elected  tax  collector,  63_ 

history  of,  63 

return  of,  I'S^iii 
Construction  maps,  25,  26 
Consultant  nurse,  2-iv  b 
Contagious  diseases,  record  of,  75 
Continental  Amy,  _19 
Controversies,  church.,  21^ 
Conv;ay,  10 

Villag'e,   10 
Corn,  _6,   19" 

mill ,    7_,  "lO 
Correspondence,    conr;dttee  of,  _19 
Costs,   h.ighway ,   90 
Council,,   12,    SO,   88,    90,    91,    93, 
97,    lOO" 

petition  to,    33,    102 
County,   11,   12 

Franklin,   28 

Hampshire,  10 G 

roads,  10 

tax  abated,  106 
Court 

charge  to  assessors,  99 

of  Quarter  Sessions,  99 

Superior,  99 
Cows,  _19,  3-vii,  37 
^^  '^^SL  Animals 
Cross  references,  37 
CuEr.iington,  28,  53 
Curriculum,  high  school,  49-iii 
Curtis,  George  ''/illiara,  3_,  £5 
Cushing 

Captain  Adam,  4_-6_ 
petition  of,  83,  84 

Ilajor,  34 


D 


Dairying,  _6 

See  also  Farm  products 
DaiT:,  cement,  27 
Damages,  land,  _27 
Dang,  Ki chard  Henry,  25 
Davis 

John,  102 

Reverend  Mr. ,  104 
Deaths 
See  also  Vital  statistics 

index  to ,  15 
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Deaths  (Cont'd) 

return  of,  16 

statistics,  15-iv  c,  14-ii 
Debts 

school,  49-ii  b 

town,  5-ii  c 
Decision,  land  sale,  107 
Decline  in  population,  20 
Deed  of  trust,  library,  68 
Deer  reeves,  _31,  _G3 
Deerfield,  3_.  SQ 

boundary,  4-5,  11,  8-3,  84 

grant  to,  83 

Hatfield  hif;h\.'ay,  _5 

I^iver,  86 

salnon  f  ish-inf ,  7 
Delinquent  proprietors,  land 

sales  of,  18 
Denny,  ¥t.   Thoraas,  104,  103 
Departmental  expenses,  warrants 

for  payment  of,  5 
Diac;rai'.i,  location  of  I:"untstovjn,  87 
Director  of  special  school  sub- 
jects, 54 
Disbursements  by  treasvirer,  44-iii, 

45 
Dissentions,  church,  Z_ 
Distilleries,  essential  oil,  £0 
District  nurse,  2-iv-c 
Division  of  lots,  18,  8-ii 
Documents  of  Ebenc^rer  Kunt ,  10 
Do  8 

licenses,  13-iii,  21 

officer 

appointment  of,  31_,  3_9 
history  of,  64 
Donation 

academy,  _25 

library,  27_ 
Dv;ellings,  number  of;  3-vii,  37 


Ear  E.arl-.:s ,  record  of,  33 
Earlj' 

church  buildin,-,,  22 
records,  32_ 
Edson,  Jesse,  23 
Education 
See  also  School 


Education  (Cont'd) 

hi:-her,  24 

promotion  of  ne£^ro ,  25 
supervisor  of  eler-ientary ,  2-iv  e 
Educators,  3_ 
Election 

See  _also_  Appointments  by 

of  officers,  _31 

of  1854,  22 
Elective  of'fices,  31 
Electorate,  30_ 
Electric  lifhts,  25 
Elementary  schools,  see  School 
Ellis 

I.-lathew,  87 

Reuben,  14,  07,  99 
Enrlend,  conflict  with,  IS 
Enrollment,  school,  49-i,  50-i 
Episcopal  Church,  St.  John's,  _2p 
Epitap." ,  2_6 
Estate  of  Mvan  Sanderson, 

inventor^'  of,  63 
Ewinei,  I^'t^v.  E.  C.  ,  2_3 
Excise,  se_£  laotor  vehicle 
Executors,  report  of,  55 
Exemption  fror;  tax,  petition 

for,  95 
Exodus  from  tov.'ii,  20_ 
Expedition  to  Canada,  3,  83 
Expenditures,  50  i 
3ee_   also  Financial 

Bel  ding.  Ilemorial  Library,  67 

for  boundary  lav/suits,  106 

for  bridres,  4 

for  constable  services,  4 

of  park  comviissioners ,  73 

for  public  r/elfai'e,  4 

for  rin^in:;  church  bell,  4 

for  roads,  4 

for  s  chool,  4 

department,  48,  49-ii  c 

for  tax  collection,  4 

vital  statistics,  recording  of,  4 
Expenses,  vjar,  22 
Explanatory  notes,  56 


ari".  products,  19 
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Faxon,  Hichard,  _7>    25 
Fence  vievjers,   3_1,   39_,   _66_ 
Field 

drivers,  _31,  39,  66 

aDpoint  TioundTkee-rier ,  68 

Field 

r~rant  to ,  85 
Vjc.,   25 

Ilrs.  Hschel,  25,  27 
Finance  committee,  58 
Finances 

of  plantation,  _11 
record  of,  GO 
school,  49-ii 
Financial 

_Se_e  also_  Appropriations;  Expenditures 
Orders:  Receipts;  Salarj';  Tax; 
Valuation;  V/arrants 
records,  Sanderson  Acader_y,  33_ 
stater:;.ent,  3-ii 
Fire 

chief,  3_1,  _39_,  G_4 
engineers,  39,  _6_4 
protection,  M 
wood,  8 
Firearns,  license  to  carrj',  23 
First 

Baptist  Church  of  Christ,  22 
Congregational  Church,  £3 
minister,  4 

school  appropriation,  21 
town  meeting;,,  2]^,  ol_ 
vjarrant  for,  11_  ~ 
Universalist  Societ--  of  Ashfield,  24 
Fishing  rights,  order  concernin:,,  86 
Forest 

fire  vfards,  65 
warden,  31,  39,  65 
Fort 

"built  bv  petitioners,  93 
frontier,  102 
town,  10,  90 
Foster 

Jedediah,  108 
John,  5_,  80,  61 
Fo'.vl,  number  of,  3-vii 
France,  7Jar  with,  _7 
Franhlin  County,  28 


Free  soil  coalition  ^roup,  _21 
Freewill  Baptists,  _22_ 
Frontier,  _9,  69 

western,  88 
Full ins  mills,  20 
Fund,  24 
See  also  Financial 

Eliza  filler ,    44-iv 

lenry  Taylor,   44-iv 

for  library  buildinr  ,   27_ 

I.'ajor  1.   ICin^,    44-iv 

Miller,  2-i  c,  72 
trustees  of,  2-iv  f 

private,    ar.ioimt  of,   2-i  c 

public,   arr.ount  of,   2-i   c 

reserve,   air.ount  of,   2-i  b 

SaLr.ion  Miller,   44-iv 

Sanderson  Acadeny  School,  26_ 

sinking-,  27 

Smith-Eughes,    44-iv 

Susan  K.  Eowes,   44-iv 

tovjn 

farvi,    44-iv 
school,    44-iv 

Vfetson  School,    44-iv 

V/liitinf-    Street,    44-iv 
Funds 

allotted  school   district,    3-vi 

raised,   additional,  _3 

record  of,   3-iii 

special,  49-ii  d 

valuation  of,  44-iv 


G 


Garrisons,  frontier,  _9 
Ceneral  Court 
corir.ittee 

Baptist  petition,  104 
land  sale  adjustment,  106 
liuntstown  plantation  incoriDorated 

by,  12 
land  grants  by,  _3-ll 
petition  to 
boundary,  83 

regarding-  non-resident  pro- 
prietors, 90 
to  stop  war  of  1812,  1_9 
report- by  surveyor  to,  82 
town  incorx^or&tion  act,  91 


97 
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General  Court 

to'j.'n  incorporatior  act,  ?1 
(Cont'd) 
anendnent  to ,  13 
vj arrant,  30 -i 
"/jater  supply  act,  27_ 
Gifts  to  Sanderson  Academy,  _25 
Goshen,  28,  53 

Governnental  or£ani?,ation,  31 
Governor 

Bernard,  11 

Thonas  Hutchinson,  _16_,  101, 

103,  103 
Tl-iomas  Pownall,  90 
Grant 
See  a_lso_  Appropriations  ;  Licenses  : 
P  emits 
to  Childs,  85 
to  Deer fie Id,  83 
to  Field,  35 
to  "unt,  65 

to  proprietors,  _4,  10_,  8-i 
additions  to,  5 
boundaries  of,  7_,  32 
conditions  of,  104 
survey  of,  _4 
to  Mr.  Star,  50 
Grantees,  4_ 
Grazing,  &_ 

Great  Barrincton,  104 
Grievance  coririittee.  Baptist,  15_ 
Crist  nills,  20 
Guilford,  Rev.  Earl,  £4 
Gypsy  moth  superintendent,  _55 


Eay,   19 

Health,   board  of 

clerl-:  of,    60_ 

history  of,  _S0_ 

rainutes  of,   73 

records  of,    73,    75 

report  of,   74 

selecteen   act   as,    31 
Eeinlock,   2_0 

High   school ,    see  Sanderson  Acadcriy 
Higher  education,   24 
Highway 
S_e_e   als_o_  Roads  ;   Streets 

agents,   63 

charges,   1_0 

costs,   90 

expenditures,   106 

first,  _10 

Hatfield-Deerfield,   6 

layinf,  out,   17 

road  agents,  58 

surveyors  appointed  by  selectr:en,  38 
Hog 
See  also  Sv;ine 

constobles,  58 

reeves,  ,31,  63' 
Hop.e  economics,  annual  report  of 

director  of,  61 
Horses,  19,  3-vii ,  37 

S_ee_  also  Anir:als 
House  of  representatives,  15,  SO,  33,  91 

S3,  97,  100 
See  also  General  Court 
petition  to,  83,  93 
Ho'.7ells,  V('illiaTi  Dean, 


Fadley,   5_ 

Hall,   G.    Stanley,   3_»   25 

Hai'-ipshire 

County,    91,    108 

Gazette,   24 
harner ' s ,   25 
Hatfield,    5,    SO,   87,    38,   91,    99 

-Deerfield  hiii-hxiTay,   6_ 
Eats 

pain  leaf,   20 

vjool,   20 
Fawley,   2_S 

post  betiveen  Northanpton  and,   21 


25 

Ho\7es,  Susan  H.  ,  Fund,  44- iv 
I-unt 

Captain  Ephrain,  _3 
Ebene?er,  _3,  7_,  86 
docunents  of,  10 
petition  for  tovmship,  104 
grant  to,  85 
■■unts  tovm,  5_ 
Huntstovm,  80,  33,  37,  91 
See  also  Tovjn 
plantation,  _11 
proprietors  of,  S3 
Hurricane,  31_ 
Hutchinson 

Governor  Thoi^ias,  IG ,  101,  103,  108 
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Hutchinson 

Governor  Thomas   (Cont'd) 

acl:nowled£Tient  of  Kis  Majesty's 
order,    105 
Lieuteijant  Governor  Thomas,    100 


Imperialism,   25_ 
Impress 'd  men,  _4 
Incorporation  of 

Ashfield  Burial  Ground  Association,   26 

Sanderson  Academ.y,   24 

town,   11_ 

act  of,   29-i,    91,    95 
amended,   !£ 
Index  to,   3£ 

births,   15 

deaths,    15 

marriages,   15 
Indexing,   37_ 
Indi  an 

captives,   bounties  for,    9_ 

raids,   13 

war,  102 
Indians,  15 

at  Martha's  Vineyard,  _5,  82 

petition  for  protection  from,  88 
Industries,  5^ 
Intiersol,  Fa-.,  102,  104 
Inn,  John  Hubbard's  ,  _5 
Inspections,  cattle,  77 
""Inspector 

of  animals,  _31_,  _39 
and  provisions,  _61 

of  buildings,  51,  38,  69 

of  cattle,  &1_ 

of  meats,  31,  34,  o9_,    61 

milk,  31,  39_ 

of  slaughtering,  39^,  _6_1 
Instructor  of  agriculture,  53 
Insurgents ,  19 
Inventory 

arrangement ,  36_ 

of  estate  of  Alvan  Sanderson,    53 

of  tovm  farm  property,    1-i 


lachson,   Samuel,   84 
Jails,   retxel,  £2 
Janitor,    tovm  hall,    69 
John 

Hubbard's   Inn,   5_ 
"JilliaFi's   tavern,    21 
Jones,  Reverend  Lot,  _23 
Jury  list,  2-iii,   13-ii 
Justice  of  the  Peace,   12, 


K 


92 


Kellogg,   Nathaniel,   4,   7_,   11,    82,   85 
i-endrick,  Jlr,   10 
King,   10 

of  England,  _3,   13_ 

and  His   Council,  _15_ 

Major  17.  ,   Fund,   44-iv 

order  of  the,   16_ 

William's  '/ar,  5_ 
"Hjiow  Nothing"  lodge,  21,  22 


Labeling,  37 
Land 
See  also  Property;  Real  Estate 
arable,  _3 
daiTxages,  _27_ 

of  delinCLUent  proprietors,  18 
grants 

conditions  of,  104 
orders  concerning,  86 
to  original  settlers,  8-i 
to  proprietors,  record  of,  29-iii 
number  of  acres  in  tovm,  3-vii,  37 
petition  for  additional,  85 
posted  to  be  sold,  100 
redemption  of,  106 
sale,  coiTnittee  report  on  adjust- 

m.ent  of,  106,  107 
sold  for  taxes,  95 
Law,  coi.tnon,  5_ 
Leases  to 

ministerial  land,  20 
school  land,  20 
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Leather,  sealer  of,  31 

Leonard,  George  Jr.,  108 

Ledger,  57 

Legislation,  school,  49-vi 

Liabilities,  2-i  b,  44-v 

Librarian,  annual  report,  55 

Libraries 

branch,  27_ 

private,  58 
Library 
See  also  Belding  Ilemorial  Library 

appropriation  for,  2J7 

books  added  to,  2-ii 

building,  fund  for,  27 
License 
See  also  Permits;  Tax 
"  book,  22 

to  carry  firearms ,  23 

fee  collections,  13-iii 
Licensed  dogs,  lists  of,  12-i 
Licenses,  _46_ 

dog,  13-iii,  21 

list  of,  1-ii 

sporting,  13-iii 


trapping,  13-iii 


9.  88.  102 


32 
32 
27 


Lieutenant-governor , 
Linen  bosons,  20_ 
Lists 

valuation, 

of  voters, 
Loan,  vjater. 
Location  of 

records,   37 

town ,  28_ 
London,  13_,  16 
Loomis,  Rev.  Josiah,  22_ 
Lord  Thurlov;,  11 
Lord's  Day,  14 
Lords  of  Trade,  13,  16_ 
Lot  owners,  24 
Lots,  division  of,  18,  8-ii 
Lowell,  Jar:ies  Russell,  3_,  25 
Lyon 

Aaron,  2J^,  100 

Mary,  3,  24,  26 
family  of,  22 
at  Sanderson  Academy,  _3,  24 


M 


Main  street,  10 
r.Iap 

construction,  25,  26 

public  works,  25 

tovm,  24 
Marble,  Ephrain,  99 
Mariners,  _4 
Market,  clerk  of,  31 
Marriage 
See  also  Vital  statistics 

certificates  of,  16 
record  of,  15-iii 

index  to,  15 

record  of,  17 

statistics,  13-iv  b,  14-iii 
Martha's  Vineyard,  Indians  at,  5_,  82 
Massachusetts 
S_ee  also  Commonvjealth  of  Massachusetts 

3tate 

towns ,  32_ 

western,  22 

Mavhexv  „  ~~r 

farm  of,  86 

land  of,  91 
I!r.  ,  86 

grant  of,  85 
Rev.  Experience,  5_,  82 
Measiirer  of  wood  and  bark,  _55_ 
Meats,  inspector  of,  31,  59_ 
I.'eeting,  warrant  for  first  town,  11 
Meetinghouse 
See  also  Church 
Anabaptist,  93,  99 
first,  4,  _7,  104 
committee,  _4 
expense  of,  105 
location  of,  83 
Meetings,  board  of  trustees,  Belding 

Memorial  Library,  54 
Methodists,  24 
Mi  Juration,  20 
Military 

duty,  persons  liable  for,  12-ii 
protection,  petition  for,  87 
Militia,  list  of  enrolled,  31 
J.'ilk  inspector,  31,  39,  52 
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Mill 

cardinr,  _20_ 
corn,  7_,   10 
full  inn,  '20 
grist,  20 
saw,  £,  6_,  10,  20 
Miller 

fund,  2-i  c,  3-iii,  72 
Eliza,  44-iv 
orders  on,  32-ii 
trustees  of,  2-iv  f 
Salmon,  44-iv 
Salmon,  will  of,  32-i 
t'illerites,  22 
Minister 
See  also  Preachers,  circuit 
coraiP.ittee  on,  8 
exemption  from  tax  for,  102 
first,  4 
salary  of,  8 
Ministerial 

land,  leases  of,  20 
taxes,  15,  91,  92 
collector  of,  51^ 
Minutes  of 

assessors,  1-iv,  36 
board 

of  he  alt]:,  1-vi,  73 
of  public  welfare,  1-v,  69 
proprietors'  meetines,  29-ii 
registrars  of  voters,  1-iii,  34 
school  comi-.iittee,  33 
selectmen,  1 

tovm  meetinrs,  12,  29-ii 
Mtchell,  Joseph,  Innholder,  12 
Moderator 

appointments  by,  3_2 ,  65,  66 

election  of,  65 

first 

proprietors'  meetin£,,  4 
to^vn  meeting,  12,  31_    ~ 
IVtohawk  Trail,  28 
Money  contributed  to  Sanderson 

Academy,  25_,  26 
Mortgages,  record  of,  18 
Moth  superintendent 

appointment  of,  31,  39 
history  of,  65 


Motor  vehicle 
excise 

abatement  of,  3-vii 
amount  of,  3-vii 
assessments,  39 
cash  books ,  43 
list,  40 
valuation,  5-vii 
Mount  Eol-yoke  College ,  2 
Music  supervisor 

annual  report  of,  53 
appointment  of,  53 


N 


Narragansett  - 
■oroprietors,  80 


To-.vnship,  No.  4,  80,  91 
Narragansetts,  wai'  against,  5 
Nash,  Eleazar,  11 
New 

academy  building,  25^ 

Congregational  Church,  23 

England,  20 

architecture,  23 

Yo'tk  City,  2J7,  58 
Nomination,  see_  Appointments  by 
Nonresident  proprietors,  90 
NorthaXiipton,  21,  84 

post  between  Eswley  and,  21 
Nor  thw  est  Ceiiie  t  ery ,  25 
Norton,  Professor  Charles  Eliot, 

_3,  25,  2_7 
Notices,  public,  5 
No  Town,  10 
Nurse 

consultant,  2-iv  b 

district,  2-iv  c 

school,  2-iv  b 


0 


Oaths  of  officers,  27 
Oats,  19 

Obsolete  offices,  51 
Officers 
Se_e  also  Appoint  ents  by;  Election 

of  the  board,  Delding  Memorial 
Library,  58 


101 


Subject  and  Entry  Index 


Officers  (Cont'd) 

oaths  of,  27 

pay  for,  _9 

subsistence  for,  9 
Old 

mill  pond,  27_ 

road,  10 

Order 

annulling  act,  105 

authorizing,  payment  of  bounty, 

30-iii 


concerninr 

f  i  sl^i  n.;r'r  i  f/jat  s , 

land  ^rant,    85 

of  the  Zinc.    16 


86 


of  ouarantine,   77 

suspending   collection  of 
taxes,   100 
Orders 

on  Miller   Fund,    52-ii 

selectmen's,    32_ 
Organization,   goverrmiental,   31_ 
Original   Congregational   Church,   23 
Otis 

Colonel,   105 

James,  107 
Overseers  of  the  poor,  38,  59 
See  al_s_o  '.Welfare 

annual  report  of,  70 
Oxen,  19 


Pacifisn,  19 
Packer  of 

beef,  31,  69 

porlc,    ol,    &9_ 
Palm  leaf  hats,    20 
Par]-:  ccr:im.issioners,   32,    52_ 

annual  report,  78 

appropriations,  78 

expenditures,  78 

history  of,  62 

Pasture,  Ivir.   Eendrick's,    1_Q_ 

Pauper  farra,   2_1 

See   also   To\n\  farm 

Paupers,   let  cut  by   selectmen. 

Pay  for 
See   also   Salary 

officers,    9_ 

soldiers,    9 


Peddlers,   £0 
Peppermint,  _2_0 
Feraibulations 

of  bounds,  _83 

record  of,  39-ii 
Permits  for  pole  locations,  1-vii 
Personal 

estates,  list  of,  11 

property 

list  of,  42 

mortgages,  record  of,  52 
Persons 

assessed,  29-v 

liable  for  military  duty,  12-ii 

receiving  state  aid,  list  of,  5 

supported,  register  of,  71 
Petition,  15 

to  act  on  petition,  39 

for  additional  land,  85 

of  Anabaptist  Society,  97,  101 
reply  to,  94 

to  annul  election,  2]^ 

of  Baptist 
church,  100 
coiT-ittee,  102 
grievance,  104 

certification  of  delivery  of,  96 

to  define  boundaries,  83 

for  exem.pt ion  fromi  r.inisterial  tax, 
93,  100 

for  land,  80,  31 

for  military  protection,  87,  88 

and  order  of  notice  to  viev/  roads,  7 

of  proprietors,  106 
for  meetings,  19 

for  settling  land,  90 

for  to'/m  m.eetint, ,  19 

for  tovmship,  104 
Phelps,  New  York,  20 
Philii-cs 

tir.,  105 

Philip,  99 

Richard,  37 

Tliomas,    87 
PJiips,   Lieutenant-Governor  Spencer,   88 
Pittsfield,   106 
Plain 

Burial  Ground,  26 

church  building  on  the,  23 
Plainfield,  2C,  53 
Plane  shops,  20 
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102 


Plantation 

erected  into  town,  104 

finances,  11 

Euntstown,  2:1_ 

records,  29 
Pla^/ing  field,  25 
Pole  locations,  25 

permits  for,  1-vii 
Polls 

list  of,  11 

number   of,    3-vii,   29-v,   37 
Poll  tax 
Sc_e   also  'Tax 

amount  of,  3-vii 

paj/ers,   42 
Pond,   old  mill,    27_ 
Population,   3,    2p_,    Ql_ 
Pork,   packer  of,   31 
Porter,  Hev.   Neheirdah,   16 
Post 

betvi/een  Kortharapton,  Fav/ley,  _21 

office 

branch,  21 
established,  21 
Potatoes,  19_ 
Potter,  ?Jev.  7J.  B.  ,  24 
Pottery,  20 
Foundkeeper ,  31,  _68 
Povniall ,  Governor  TlTonas ,  90 
Preschers,  circuit,  24 

See  also  Minister 
Preaching,  appropriation  for,  _8 
Private 

fund,  2-i  c 

libraries,    58 
Products,   value  of,   2_0 
Projects,    pupils',    see  Sci'ool 
Professor  Charles  Eliot  Norton,    3_,    25 , 

27 
Property 
See   also  Land;   Real  Estate 

at   tovra  farri,    list   of,    5-v 

valuation  of,   5-vii 
Proposed  aruondraent  to   act   creating 

Ashfield,   92 
Proprietors,  _4,    18 

clerk,   4,    96,   101 

general  lavjs  pertainin.".   to ,    15 

grant  to ,   5_ 

of  Kuntstovm,    83-86 


Proprietors  (Cont'd) 

^land 

of  delinquent,    18 
grants  to,   29-iii 

lots  of  toivn,   11 

meetings 

minutes  of,  S,  29-ii 
petitions  for,  IP 

no:r.: 63 i de:r'c ,  f^O 

papers,  32 

petitions,  105 

reply  to  petition,  103 

treasurer  of,  55 
Proprietors'  Records,  5_,  3^,  8 
Propriety/,  12,  92 
Protection,  petition  for  militar 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church, 

St.  John's,  _2_3 
Province,  3^,  _4 

land,  91 

of  Massachusetts  Bay,  act  of,  8-i 

tax,  93,  99 

treasurer,  11 
Provisions  supplied,  pa3inent  for,  18 
Prudential  school  conr.:ittee,  5J5 

chosen,  53 

dissolved,  _53 
Psychologist,  25 
Public 

fund,  2-i  c 

library,  s_ee  Belding;  Library 

notices,  _5 

pari'-,  62^ 

vendue ,  14 ,  97 

weigher,  55 

a""pointed  bj'-  selectmen,  3]^,  39 

welfare,  35_ 
See  also  7jelf are 

w  0  r  ks  nap  s ,   25 


Q 


7,    8i 


Quabbin  Reservoir,   5 
Quarantine,    order  of,    77 


R 


Raids,  Indian,  13 
Railroad,  28_ 

Troy  and  Greenfield,  21 
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Ranney,  Samuel,  20_ 
Real  estate,  42  " 
See  also  Land;  Property 

list  of,  11 
Rebel  jails,  22 
Receipts,  2-i  a,  3-ii  ?,  9 

agricultural  departnent  Sanderson 
Academy,  60 -i 

for  bounties  paid,  46 

library,  67 

by  tovra  treasurer,   44-vi,   45 
Recor.mendations  of   selectmen,    3-iv 
Records 

care    and   accessibility'  of,  _34 

condition  of,   33 

of  dog  licenses,    21 

housing  of,   34 

labeling   of,   37 

location  of,   57_ 

of  marriage   certificates,   16-iii 

Qf  officials,   1-79 

system,   32 

titles  of,   56_ 
Redivision  of  land,    19 
Reeves 

deer,   5_1,    68_ 

hofi,   3_1,    6_8 
Reform  of  tariff,   25 
Register 

of  persons   supported,   71 

of  voters,   35 
Registrars  of  Voters 

liistorj'-  of,    48 

minutes  of,   1-iii 

records  of,    34,   35 

selectmen  serve  as,  33^,  32_,  38 

tovm  clerh  member  ex-officio 
of,  38 
Relief,  see  Overseers  of  the  Poor; 

Selectm.en;  '. /elf are 
Religion,  see  Church 
Religious 

liberty,  13 

Societies,  _14,  15,  99-101 
Repairs  to  Town  I"all,  2-iv  a 
Repeal  of  ar.iendnent  to  act  of 

incorporation,  15 
Reply  to  grievance  petition,  103 


Report  of 

committee  on 

land  sale  adjustment,  106 
petition 

of  Baritist  grievance  committee, 

104 
for  land,  81 
executors,  estate  of  Alvan  Sanderson, 

63 
school  department  heads,  see  School 
tovra  officers,  see  Annual  report 
Representatives,  house  of,  petition  to, 

85,  84 
Reserve  fu.nd,  2-i-b 
Reservoir,  27_ 
Resolve  of  general  court  deciding 

Anabaptist  dispute,  j^,  101 
Return  of 
births,  16 
deaths,  16 

propriety  corxiitteemen,  8-iv 
Right 

to  purchase  vjater  company,  _28 
tax  laid  on  each,  100 
Road 
S^e  _al_so_  Highvjay ;  Street 
agents,  _63 
lay-out,  i9 
locations,  24 
repair  taxes,  91,  92 
Rogers 

Charles,  52-iii 
Elias,  32-iii 
Royce,  Josiah,  3_,  25_ 
Ruskin,  25 
Rye,  19 


Saint 

James'  Church,  Greenfield,  23_ 
John's  Episcopal  Church,  23_ 
Salary  of  minister,  8_,   13 
Salmon  fishinr  falls  in  Deerfield 

River,  J?.  86 
Sanderson 
Academy 

agricultural  department,  57 
finances,  oO-i 
projects,  50-ii 
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104 


Sanderson 

Academy  (Cont'd) 

bequest  for,  63 

benefit  banquets  for,  25 

bylaws,  58 

classes  ceased  at,  25_ 

first  building,  24 

founded,  _24 

home  economics  department,  61 

minutes  of  trustees'  meetings  of,  58 

new  building,  25 

principal  of,   2_4 
report  of,    59 

reconr.-endstions   concerninc,    50 

records,    33,    34,   58-53 

reopened,   25 

treasijrer's  book,    62 

trustees,    58 

tuition,  24 
L.C.,  shoe  shop  of,  27_ 
Reverend  Alvan,  24,  26_ 

inventory  of  estate  of,  63 
Sandpaper,  20 
3avj 

mill,  _5,  C_,  1£,  20 
vjhip,  6 
Scalps,  bounties  for  Indian,  9_ 
School 
See  also  Education;  Sanderson  Academy 
appropriation,  52 

annual,  53 

first,  21 
assessors,  35 
attendance,  49-i,  50-i 
calendar,  49-v 
committee,  31,  52 

annual  report  of,    49 

appointments,  53^ 

first  election  of,  53_ 

history  of,  _52_,  5o 

minutes  of,  _33,  54_ 

organization  of,  49-iv 

prudential,  53_ 

superintending ,  53 
debts,  49-ii  b 
director  of  special  subjects,  report 

of,  54 
districts,  52_ 

funds  allotted  to,  5-vi 


statistics,  3-vi 
elerrientarj',  21 

enrollment,  3-vi,  49-i,  50-i 
finances,  49-ii 
fund,-  trustees  of  Sanderson  Academy, 

26 
houses,  nur;iber  in  use,  49-vii 
land,  leases  of,  20 
ledger,  57 
legislation,  49-vi 
nurse,  53,  2-iv  b 

annual  report  of,  52 
physician,  53_ 

annual  report  of,  51 
pupils' 

attendance  records,  55 

census,  50-ii 

enrollment  records,  55 

health  statistics,  50-ii i 

projectE,  60-ii 

register,  55 
records,  34 
register,  56 
statistics,  49-vii 
superintendent.  Union  No.  33, 
Ashfield,  Cummington,  Goshen, 
Plainfield,  53 

annual  report  of,  50 
supplies,  54 
teachers,  2^ 

of  agriculture,  53 

appointment  of,  48 

female,  49-vii 

of  home  economics,  5_3 

male,  49-vii 

salaries  of,  48 

statistics,  jO-v 
Union  No.  33,  53 
Schoolhouse,  Steady  Lane,  23_ 
Scraps  of  Plantation  Records,  52 
Sealer 

of  leather,  31 

election  of,    6_7_ 
of  weights   and  m.easures,  _31 ,  _35,   38 

history  of ,  _64 

record  of,  79 
Second 

Adventists,  22 
Baptist  Church,  22 
Social  Library,  27_ 
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Secretary  of  School  Coi-nrdttee,  _34 
Secular  q^uestions,  21 
Selden  and  Perkins,  Sb 
3electr-en,  6_,  51,  32_,  35,  38^,  49, 
53 
serving 

as  .assessors,  3]^ 
as  board  of  health,  51 
appoint 

agent  of  board,  31,  3_£ 
inspector 

of  anir.;-?ls,    31,    3_9 
of  meats,   31_,   39_ 
riilk  inspector,    31,   3_9_,    62 
as  board  of  public  welfare,    31 
iis  registrars  of  voters,   31,    4G_ 
annual  report  of,   32 
appoint 

burial   agent,   38^ 
chief  of  police,   31,   3_8 
dog  officer,   3_1,   3? ,    C_4 
fence  viexrers,    39 
field  drivers,   39 
fire 

chief,  £l,    3_9,    G_4 
engineers,    39 
forest 

fire  v-;ards,    55 
warden,   31,   39_,    65 
highwa:,'-' 

road  agents,  38 
surveyors,  33 
inspector 

of  buildin';:'s,  £8 
of  slaughtering,  _39 
moth  superintendent,  3_1,  39_,  65 
public  weigher,  31_,  39,  5_5 
sealer  of  ^veights  and  neasoros, 

31,  33,  64 
special  police,  38 
superintendent  of  streets,  3_1, 

"58 
vjeigher  of  coal,  39_ 
history  of,  38,  39 
let  out  tovm  paupers,  59 
minutes  of,  32_,  1 
orders,  52 

authorizing  paT-^ents  of  bounties, 
30-iii 
records  of,  1-7 


Separatist  churches,  16 
Settlement  on  minister,  13 
Settler,  bond  of,  104 
Sever,  '/iJilliam,  102 
Sewer  beds,  25 
Sexton ,  5_2 

Shays'  Rebellion,  19 
Sheep,  19,  3-vii,  37 

3e£  also  Animals 
Shelbvirne  Falls,  21 
Sherwin,  Rev.  Mr-.,  8_,  17_,  106,  107 
Shingles,  surveyors  of,  31,  6_9 
Shirley,  Governor  V/illiam,"  80,'  87 

petition  to,  83-85 
Shirts,  20 

Shove,  Edward,  _5,  80,  81 
Sinking  fund,  27 

See  also  Finances 
Slaughtering,  inspector  of,  61 
Smith 

Chileab,  6,  9,  l_q,  1_4,  22,  2_G,  87, 
38,  5C7  97",  99 
exempted  from  tax,  107 
Junior,  96 
Ilezehiah,  98 
Hugh,  102 

-Fughes  Fund,  44- iv 
Moses,  87 

Reverend  Ebene?er,  14_,  15,  _2_2,  93, 
99,  100,  102 
Soldiers 
See  also  V/ar 
pay  for,  _9 

receipts  for  bounties  paid  to,  45 
subsistence  for,  9_ 
South 

Ashfield,  20,  £1,  2±,   27_ 
Ceneter;',  26_ 
Meetinghouse,  23 
Village  Hall,  24 
Deerfield,  28 
Spearmint,  20 
Special 

fund,  2-i-b 

school,  49-ii-d 
police  appointed  by  selectm.en,  3S 
policeman,  _63_ 
Spiritual  ferment,  21 
Spra.gue  I.lr.  ,  106 
Springfielc^  14,  21,  28,  99 
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Spruce ,  20 

Corner ,  21 

Burying  Ground,  _26_ 
Stage  route,  21 
Star,  Ilr.,  grant  to,  80 
State 
See  also  Coimnonvjealth  of 

iTassach-usetts ;  Massachusetts 

aid,  list  of  persons  receivinc,,  6 

auditor,  2-iv  d 

census ,  20 

House,  Boston,  70 

representative,  21 
Statistics 

library  circulation,    65-ii 

school,  49-vii 

super intendency -union,  50- iv 

teachers'  ,  50-''' 

vital,   4,    13-iv 
Steady  Lane  Schoolhouse,  2_3 
Stennett,   Saiiiuel,    16 
Stillnian,   Sanuel,    98,    102 
Street,  Vftiitin£,    Fun;:,   ^A~iv 
Streets 
See   also  highways ;  Roeds 

locations  of,  24 

Superintendent  of,  S2_ 

appointment  b^  selectmen,  31,  38, 
6_3 
Strong, ,"  ?'ev .  Dr .  ,  23 
Students,  see  School 

Superintendency-union  statistics,  30-iv 
Subsistence  for 

officers,  _9 

soldiers ,  9_ 
Sufferings  of'  Anabaptist  Church, 

account  of,  99 
Sup  er  intendent 

moth,  see  Moth  superintendent 

of  schools,  see  School 

of  streets,  see  Streets 
Superintending  comriittee,  53 
Superior  Court,  99 
Supervisor-  of  elementary  education, 

2-iv  e 
Surplus  funds,  2-i  b 

See  also  Finances 
Survey  of  tovjnship,  11 
Surveyor 

of  highways,  62_,  _63 

of  luraber,  31,  65 


Surveyor  (Cont'd) 

report  of,  5_ 

of  shingles,  31,  _69_ 

of  wood  and  bark,  31^,  65 
Suspended  tax  collections,  _1_4 
Sivine,  19 
See  also_  Antr.ials;  Hog 

nmTiber  assessed,  3-vii 
Symbols,  36 


T 


Talent  contributed  for  academy,  25_ 
Tanneries,  20 
Tansy,  20 
Tariff  reforra,  25_ 
Tax 
See_  _alsp_  Assessment ;  Licenses; 
Permits 

abatements,  36,  43 
asses  smen  t  s ,  36 
changes,  36 

collections  suspended,  14 
collector,  31_,  35_,  50_ 

appointed  by  corir.iittee ,  17 
history  of,  50_ 
of  iiinisterial ,  _31 
laid  on  each  right,  100 
lists,  37,  42 

ministerial,  exemption  for,  102 
motor  vehicle,  see  Motor  vehicle 
payers,  n,9me3  of,  3-vii 
province,  93,  99 
rate,  3-vii,  37 
release  from,  106 
tovmship  land,  105 
Taxes 

collecting,  12 

disallowed  on  Baptists,  102 

for 

buildin;',  meetinghouse,  91,  92,  95 
clearing  and  repairing  roads,  91, 

92,  95 
settling  minister,  91,  92 
support  of  minister,  95 
land  sold  for ,  103 
levied,  12,  91,  92 

order  suspending  collection  of,  100 
paT.'ments  for,  2-i  b 
town  exempted 

from  coujity,  18,  106 
fror«"  province,  15,  105 
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Taylor,  Eenry,  Fiand,  44- iv 
Teachers,  see  School 
Titles  of  records,  56 
Topography,  _3 
Tories  confined,  18 
Tovm 

arsenal ,  2:2 

of  Ashfield,    origin  of,    3,   104 

clerk,    31,    3_5_,    36_,    42 

annual  report  of,  13 

as  collector  of  taxes,  51 

annual  report  of,  13 

history  of,  42 

member  ex-officio  of  board 
of  registrars,  48 

records  of,  8-33 

as  treasurer,  51 
exeripted 

from  county,  taxes,  18,  106 

from  province  taxes,  18,  105 
fam 

fund,  44- iv 

list  of  property  at,  3-v 

property,  inventory  of,  1-i 

purchase  of,  32-iii 
fort,  90 

rovernnent ,  chart  of,  3_0 
hall,  35 

committee  on  repairs,  2-iv  a 

janitor  of,  S9 
histor;',  5-.^^ 
meeting,  first,  21 
meetings 

minutes  of,  12,  29-ii 

petitions  for,  19 

v/arrants  for,   12-iii,   29-iv 
officers 

annual  report   of,    see  Ani'iual 

list  of,    30_,    2-T 
orders,    5 

perambulation  of,    5 
property,   valuation  of,    3-vii 
records,    32,  _34,   35,    33-_S2,    54 
school   fund,    44- iv 
treasurer ,    see  Treas'orer 
warrant,   5 
Tovjnship 

delinquent  proprietors  of,  108 
petition  to  lay  out,  83 
plat  of,  3_ 
survey  of,  11 


Training  field,  5_ 
Treasurer,  4,  13,  35 
of  library,  5_6 
proprietors  choose,  95 
province ,  11 
tovm 

aiinual  report  of,  44 
history  of,  _51 
records  of,  44-46 
Tree  warden,  32,  63 
J^roy  and  Greenfield' Railroad,  21 
Trustees  of 

Eeldin^  Memorial  Library,  27,  32., 
history  of,  58 
records  of,  54-58 
Miller  fund,  2-iv  f 
Sanderson  •Academy  School  Fane. ,  2_6 
Tj/thineXiien,  31 
election  of,  57 


U 


Undertaher  elected,  52 

The  United  Baptist  C'^\irch  and  Society 

in  Ashland  and  Euchlsnd,  2_2 
Universalist 

G.roup,  24 

Society,  24 


Valuation 

of  funds,  44- iv 

of  land,  49-vii 

lists,  32,  2-vi,  37,  38 

of  schoolhouses,  49-vii 

tables,  E9-V 

of  tov/n  property,   3-vii,    49-vii 
Vrlue   of  products,    2_£ 
Vendues,    97 
Vital  stctistics,  _52 ,   13-iv 

See   also_  Births;   Deaths,  ly^arriates 
Voluntisrs,  _4 
Voters 

list,    48,    55 

ret.aster,   35 

repjistrars  of,    see  Registrars 
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War 

a£;ainst  Narrggansetts,  _5 

Civil,   22,    46 

expenses,   2_2_ 

Indian,   102 

King  V/illisn's,   3_ 

of  Revolution,    1^ 

with  France,    7_ 

of  1812,   petition  to   stop,   19_ 
".^arrant 

departmental  expense,   5 

first  tovra  r:eetin,:  ,    11_,   30-i 

notification  of  proprietors 
meeting,  8-iii 

town ,   5 

ineet'in£,   12-iii,   29-iv 
■/?arden,   31_ 

fire,   31 

history "of,  57 
"Jarren,  Rhode  Island,  98 
'7ashingt.©n ,  Boo]:er  T.  ,  _3_,  25_ 
Water 

Ashfield  Company,  see  Ashfield  ".."atei 
Company 

conniss loners,  27_ 

loan,  27 

municipal  supply  act,  27 

power ,  3 
Watson  School  F'ond,  44-iv 
"i'eigher  of  coal,  65 
'7ei£hts  and  measures,  sealer  of, 

see  Sealer 
rjelfare,  board  of  public 
See  also  Overseers  of  the  Poor; 
Selectmen 

history  of,  59_ 

minutes  of,  G9 

records  of,  _33,    70-72 

selectmen   serve   as,   39,   59 


Well   Child   conference,    2-iv  b 

Western  Massachusetts,  2_2 

Westfield,   102 

Wej-Tiouth,    3,   5,    7 

^iVhately  x-oad,    10_ 

Wieat,   1_9 

Wai-g   saw ,   6 

'■/hitcomb,  "Colonel,   106 

Whiting  Street  Fund,   3-iii 

^'jh.itterin,   "Jetheral,    87 

Will  of  Salm.on  Miller,  32-i 

William-s 

Colonel,  38,  106 

Daniel,"  18 

Eli  jail,  "o,"  84 

Israel 

Colonel,  37,  38,  99 
Eon.  Col.,  9_ 

Reverend  Jolm,  petition  of,  83 

Tliomas,  11,  12,  30-i,  91 
Windfall,  31 
Wood 

measijrer  of,  S5 

surve-rors  of,  3_0,  51_ 
history  of,  55 
Woodbridge 

Rev.  Mr.  2_3 

Tinoth;',  105 
Wooden  splints,  20 
Wool  hats,  20 
"..'ort^iington,  21 


Yankee  notions,  20 


3779 


